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Tsongas  Sponsors 
Gay  Rights  Bill 


Compiled  by  Dan  Daniel 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The 
introduction  by  Sen.  Paul  Tson¬ 
gas  (D-MA)  of  legislation  protec¬ 
tive  of  the  rights  of  this  country’s 
lesbians  and  gay  men  marks  an 
historic  first  step  in  the  nation’s 
Congress  in  that  it  is  the  first  time 
such  legislation  has  been  proposed 
in  the  Senate.  Tsongas  introduced 
a  bill  Dec.  5  which  seeks  to  amend 
the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964  to  in¬ 
clude  the  term  “sexual  orienta¬ 
tion”  and  thereby  make  available 
legal  recourse  to  persons  who  are 
dismissed  from  or  denied  employ¬ 
ment  because  they  are  homosex¬ 
ual,  bisexual,  or  heterosexual. 

“It’s  a  fact  that  people  are  dis¬ 
criminated  against  because  of 
their  sexual  preference,”  said 
Nance  Guilmartin,  Tsongas’  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  co-press  secretary,  “so 
he  didn’t  need  to  take  a  poll.  Re¬ 
gardless  of  whether  it’s  one  or 
100,000”  people  who  are  victim¬ 
ized  by  such  discrimination,  she 
explained,  there  exists  a  demon¬ 
strated  need  for  the  legislation. 
“It  wasn’t  a  question  of  num¬ 
bers,”  said  Guilmartin,  “it  was  a 
question  of  need.” 

The  measure  has  the  co-spon¬ 
sorship  of  two  Senators.  One, 
Lowell  P.  Weicker  (R-CT),  is  a 
liberal  Republican,  while  the 
other,  Daniel  Patrick  Moynihan 
(D-NY)  is  a  conservative  Demo¬ 
crat.  The  co-sponsorship  of  Moy¬ 
nihan  is,  in  part,  the  fulfillment  of 
a  pledge  made  to  a  former  aide, 
the  late  Robert  Livingston,  to  sup¬ 
port  such  legislation.  Steve  En- 
dean.  Executive  Director  of  the 
Gay  Rights  National  Lobby 
(GRNL),  told  GCN  that  although 
there  is  a  certain  sentimental  ele¬ 
ment  inherent  in  Moynihan ’s  mo¬ 
tivation  because  of  his  promise  to 
Livingston,  it  should  not  detract 
from  the  strength  of  his  support 
for  this  bill. 


Endean  said  that  GRNL  had 
worked  with  Tsongas  even  before 
his  election  to  the  U.S.  Senate 
with  an  eye  to  a  proposal  such  as 
that  which  Tsongas  has  intro¬ 
duced.  Another  group  which  pro¬ 
vided  input  into  the  formation  of 
the  legislation,  said  Guilmartin, 
was  the  Massachusetts  Gay  Politi¬ 
cal  Caucus.  In  addition,  Guilmar¬ 
tin  said,  “the  information  sub¬ 
mitted”  by  Tsongas  to  the  Senate 
“included  material  from  the  di¬ 
rector  of  the  National  Institute  of 
Mental  Health,  various  companies 
that  have  non-discriminatory 
policies  concerning  sexual  ori¬ 
entation,  informational  letters 
from  places  like  the  American 
Psychiatric  Association,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches,”  and 
others. 

Evidence  of  major  corporations 
with  non-discriminatory  employ¬ 
ment  practices  in  the  area  of  sex¬ 
ual  orientation  was  provided  in 
the  form  of  letters  submitted  by 
such  corporations  to  the  National 
Gay  Task  Force.  Such  policy  ex¬ 
ists  at  the  Bank  of  America, 
American  Telephone  and  Tele¬ 
graph,  IBM,  CBS,  the  Dupont 
companies,  Exxon,  General  Elec¬ 
tric,  and  several  others. 

Guilmartin  explained  that  “the 
issue  is  a  sensitive  one,”  and  for 
that  reason,  Tsongas  will  take  his 
time  in  presenting  documentation 
necessary  to  the  demonstration  in 
the  Senate  of  the  need  for  this  le¬ 
gislation  and  in  calling  for  hear¬ 
ings  on  his  bill.  His  plan  is  to  pre¬ 
sent  testimony,  documents,  and 
other  relevant  material  “every 
four  to  six  weeks  or  so”  to  edu¬ 
cate  members  of  the  Senate  to  the 
issue  of  job  discrimination.  Guil¬ 
martin  said  that  such  a  strategy 
“will  make  it  much  more  likely 
that  it  will  pass.” 

Tsongas  plans  to  wait  until  after 
the  1980  elections  before  he  at- 


Paul  Tsongas  (D-MA)  has  intro¬ 
duced  gay  rights  legislation  in  the 
U.S.  Senate,  saying,  “.  .  .  we 
should  not  allow  discrimination  in 
employment  based  on  sexual  ori¬ 
entation.” 

tempts  the  scheduling  of  hearings 
on  the  measure,  citing  his  feeling  ■ 
that  at  that  time  there  will  exist  “a 
better  climate”  for  such  a  bill  to 
be  heard  and  reasoning  that  such  a 
timetable  will  give  him  and  his  co¬ 
sponsors  a  year  in  which  to  build  a 
broad  base  of  support.  Should  the 
measure  pass  the  Senate,  it  must 
then  go  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives,  where  another  sponsor 
must  be  found.  To  date,  there  is 
no  indication  of  which  House 
member  might  be  likely  to  provide 
sponsorship  there. 

Endean  expressed  his  feeling 
that  the  bill,  S2081,  “certainly 
won’t  pass  immediately.  In  fact,” 
he  said,  “there  is  a  general  legis¬ 
lative  rule  of  thumb  that  contro¬ 
versial  legislation  often  takes  sev¬ 
eral  congressional  sessions  before 
it  has  a  chance  of  passage.  With 
this  ...  in  mind,  we  felt  that  it 
was  very  important  that  the  bill  be 
introduced  now,  and  the  process 
of  education  begun.” 

Endean  suggested  that  lesbians 
and  gay  men  interested  in  assuring 
the  passage  of  this  bill  should  con¬ 
sider  doing  three  things:  to 
demonstrate  the  need  for  this  leg¬ 
islation  by  publicizing  employ¬ 
ment  discrimination  cases,  bring¬ 
ing  them  to  the  attention  of  Sena- 
Continued  on  Page  7 


Mass.  Legislator  Introduces 
New  Anti-Gay  Legislation 


By  Warren  Blumenfeld 

BOSTON,  MA  —  Massachu¬ 
setts  State  Senator  Philip  Shea  of 
Lowell  has  introduced  two  bills  in 
the  legislature  which  are  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  of  importance  to  gay 
people.  The  first  bill,  docket 
number  165,  would  provide  for 
the  establishment  of  a  special 
commission  which  would,  in  the 
language  of  the  bill,  make  “.  .  . 
an  investigation  and  study  relative 
to  the  effects  of  homosexuality  as 
it  pertains  to  the  quality  of  life  in 
the  Commonwealth  and  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  extent  of  discrimination 
in  employment  and  housing  of 
homosexuals.”  The  commission 
would  be  comprised  of  three 
members  of  the  Senate  appointed 
by  the  Senate  president,  three 
members  of  the  House  appointed 
by  the  speaker,  and  three  persons 
appointed  by  Governor  Ed  King. 

The  second  bill  which  Shea  has 
introduced,  for  which  no  docket 
number  can  be  found,  involves  the 
placement  of  a  non-binding  ques¬ 
tion  on  all  employment  applica¬ 
tion  forms  asking  for  the  sexual 
orientation  of  the  applicant. 

Shea,  a  long-time  foe  of  gay 
legislation  as  a  member  of  the 
Massachusetts  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives,  was  recently  elected  to 
the  State  Senate,  defeating  a  can¬ 
didate  who  came  out  in  favor  of 
gay  rights  during  the  campaign. 


Contacted  by  GCN,  Shea  said  that 
the  purpose  of  his  initiatives  was 
“to  answer  two  very  important 
questions:  one,  is  there  discrimi¬ 
nation  against  homosexuals  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
and  two,  is  homosexuality  a 
mental  illness.”  Concerning  these 
subjects,  Shea  said,  “There  is  a 
question  in  my  mind  about  both 
of  these  points.  First  of  all,  I  don’t 
think  discrimination  against 
homosexuals  exists,  even  though 
gay  rights  people  disagree  with 
me.  Second,  my  constituency 
thinks  that  homosexuality  is  a 
mental  illness.”  Asked  if  he  also 
thought  that  homosexuality  is  a 
mental  illness,  he  laughed  and 
tried  to  hedge  on  the  question. 
Then  he  became  serious  and  said, 
“Look,  I  think  it  just  isn’t 
normal.” 

Questioned  about  his  reasons 
for  wanting  the  sexual  preference 
question  on  employment  applica¬ 
tions,  Shea  replied,  “Those  gay 
rights  people  are  always  demand¬ 
ing  that  everyone  should  come  out 
at  their  jobs.  Well,  here  is  a  good 
way  for  them  to  do  it.” 

Robin  MacCormack,  gay  liai¬ 
son  for  Boston  Mayor  Kevin 
White,  told  GCN  that  “the  bill 
dealing  with  the  job  application  is 
clearly  unconstitutional  and  Phil 
Shea  knows  it.  However,  he  never 
concerns  himself  with  that  any¬ 


way.” 

GCN  contacted  State  Represen¬ 
tative  Barney  Frank,  a  member  of 
the  Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus 
(MGPC).  Frank  stated  that  the 
MGPC  hasi  recently  introduced  a 
gay  rights  bill  in  the  legislature. 
This  bill  proposes  to  add  “sexual 
preference”  to  the  list  of  protect¬ 
ed  categories  in  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Massachusetts  Commission 
Against  Discrimination  and  also 
would  protect  gay  men  and  lesbi¬ 
ans  against  job  discrimination  in 
civil  service  employment. 

Shea  said  that  he  is  opposed  to 
any  form  of  gay  rights  legislation 
because  “it  would  put  us  on 
record  [as]  condoning  a  lifestyle.  I 
don’t  want  the  state  to  come  out 
in  favor  of  their  lifestyle  and  live 
under  the  protection  of  our  laws 
because  if  they  did,  then  anything 
goes.”  Asked  what  he  meant  by 
the  phrase  “anything  goes,”  he 
said,  “next  they  will  want  to  mar¬ 
ry  each  other,  then  they  will  want 
to  adopt  children,  then  they  will 
want  to  get  rid  of  the  sodomy  laws 
and  so  on  down  the  line.”  He  con¬ 
tinued,  “Look,  I  really  believe  in 
the  traditional  family  unit  and  this 
[gay  rights]  would  jeopardize  that 
unit.” 

Frank  said  that  Shea  has  very 
little  political  clout  on  this  issue 
and  called  Shea’s  bills  “sheer  gar¬ 
bage.” 


Laxalt  Proposes 
Anti-Gay  Bill 


WASHINGTON,  DC  —  In  a 
move  similar  to,  but  more  far- 
reaching  than,  Rep.  Larry 
McDonald’s  (D-GA)  House 
Concurrent  Resolution  166  (see 
GCN  Vol.  7,  No.  4),  conservative 
Sen.  Paul  Laxalt  (R-NV)  has 
introduced  S  1808,  also  know  as 
the  “Family  Protection  Act  of 
1979,”  in  the  U.S.  Senate. 
Laxalt’s  bill  came  as  something  of 
a  surprise  to  the  nation’s 
lesbian/gay  community,  as  it  was 
introduced  in  late  September,  but 
little  or  nothing  waS  known  about 
it  until  early  this  month  when  it 
came  to  the  attention  of  the  Gay 
Rights  National  Lobby  (GRNL). 

S  1808  would  have  a  tremen¬ 
dous  impact  on  any  lesbian/gay 
organizations  receiving  federal 
monies,  as  Laxalt’s  intention  is  to 
seek  the  prohibition  of  such  funds 
currently  being  used  for  gay  legal 
services  or  organizations  which 
present  homosexuality  as  “an 
acceptable  lifestyle.”  Under  the 
provisions  of  S  1808, 
discrimination  against  lesbians 
and  gay  men  would  be  made  a 
lawful  practice.  GRNL  said,  “It 


would  also  have  a  devastating  im¬ 
pact  on  a  number  of  mental  health 
programs  serving  the  lesbian/gay 
community  that  depend  on  sub¬ 
stantial  federal  grants.” 

GRNL  Executive  Director  Steve 
Endean  expressed  his  feeling  that 
the  bill  “won’t  go  anywhere”  in 
the  Senate,  but  he  said  that  “we 
have  been  informed  by  a  number 
of  congressional  offices  of  sub¬ 
stantial  constituent  pressure  to 
support  the  bill.”  The  pressure,  he 
feels,  is  being  generated  by  evan¬ 
gelist  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell,  head  of 
the  new  anti-gay  Christian  lobby 
Moral  Majority,  who  first 
discussed  such  legislation  in  a 
newsletter  several  months  ago. 
Laxalt  apparently  introduced  his 
bill  at  the  urging  of  Moral  Major¬ 
ity,  much  the  same  as  McDonald 
did  with  HCR  166,  which  he  intro¬ 
duced  at  the  behest  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Voice  lobby.  Lobbies  such  as 
these  have  the  ability  to  generate 
large  amounts  of  mail  from  con¬ 
stituents  which  place  pressure  on 
members  of  Congress  to  support 
legislation  in  which  the  lobbying 
Continued  on  Page  7 


Feinstein,  Britt 
Are  the  Winners 
In  San  Francisco 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  —  The 
hotly  contested  run-off  election 
for  the  offices  of  mayor,  sheriff, 
district  attorney,  and  several  seats 
on  the  Board  of  Supervisors  was 
held  Dec.  11,  resulting  in  the  re¬ 
turn  to  office  of  only  two  incum¬ 
bent  officeholders.  Dianne  Fein¬ 
stein,  who  was  appointed  mayor 
in  the  wake  of  the  assassination  of 
George  Moscone  last  year,  has 
been  elected  to  fill  the  office  she 
has  held  since  that  time.  In  the 
District  Five  supervisorial  race, 
Harry  Britt  was  elected  to  fill  the 
seat  to  which  he  was  appointed 
following  the  assassination  of 
Harvey  Milk. 

The  51.7  percent  voter  turnout 
was  below  the  55  percent  rate  in 
the  November  general  election, 
with  approximately  190,000  votes 
cast.  In  the  mayoral  contest,  Fein¬ 
stein  received  102,233  votes  or  54 
percent,  while  challenger  Quentin 
Kopp  polled  46%  of  the  vote  with 
87,226  ballots  cast  for  him. 

John  Kyper,  a  GCN  staffer  and 
San  Francisco  resident,  said  that 
Feinstein  seemed  to  have  “picked 
up  a  majority  of  the  gay  vote”  in 
light  of  the  recent  endorsement  of 


Dianne  Feinstein  has  been  elected 
to  the  office  to  which  she  was  ap¬ 
pointed  last  November. 


Harry  Britt  is  the  newly-elected 
Supervisor  for  District  5. 


her  by  David  Scott,  the  openly  gay 
candidate  for  mayor  who  was  one 
of  her  opponents  in  November. 
Another  contributing  factor  in 
Feinstein’s  victory,  Kyper  said, 
was  the  fact  that  “she  did  cam¬ 
paign  on  Castro  Street  quite  a  few 
times.” 

“Kopp  failed  to  enlarge  his 
November  vote  enough,”  Kyper 
said.  “He  got  maybe  10,000  more 
votes  than  he  did  in  the  first 
round.”  Feinstein  had  strong  gay 
support,  he  explained,  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  “the  three  major  gay 
papers  came  out  for  Kopp.” 

San  Francisco’s  embattled  Dis¬ 
trict  Attorney,  Joseph  Freitas, 
was  defeated  in  his  bid  for  re- 
election  by  challenger  Arlo  Smith, 
who  polled  74  percent  of  the  vote 
to  Freitas’  26  percent,  a  margin  of 
nearly  three  to  one.  “It  was  really 
no  contest,”  Kyper  said.  “It  was 
over  nearly  right  at  the  begin¬ 
ning.” 

In  the  race  for  the  office  of 
Sheriff,  incumbent  Eugene  Brown 
was  defeated  almost  three  to  one 
by  Mike  Hennessey,  who  polled 
74  percent  of  the  votes  cast. 

In  the  District  Nine  super- 
Continued  on  Page  6 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“I’m  not  always  going  to  do  it  right  and  I’m  not 
always  going  to  touch  you  because  I’m  not  that  kind 
of  person.  I’ve  often  thought  about  that  in  myself:  Do 
I  really  have  what  it  takes  to  inspire,  to  move  and  to 
develop?  Just  as  I’ve  got  to  accept  others  with  lack- 
ings,  I  ask  you  to  accept  me  for  not  always  being 
what  one  wants  all  of  the  time  . . . 

“Maybe  at  times  I  have  been  insensitive.  It 
wasn’t  because  of  any  calculated  reason.  Maybe  it 
was  because  of  the  harassment  of  a  given  day.  If  I 
said  things  that  the  community  has  found  offensive 
or  doesn’t  understand,  I  apologize  for  that.” 

—San  Francisco  Mayor  Dianne  Feinstein  in  an  ad¬ 
dress  to  the  Harvey  Milk  Gay  Democratic  Club,  Nov. 
20,  1979. 


physician  assistants  wanted 

BOSTON,  MA  —  The  Lesbian  &  Gay  Caucus  of 
the  American  Academy  of  Physicians  Assistants 
(AAPA)  was  founded  on  May  19, 1979,  at  the  National 
Gay  Health  Conference  in  New  York  City. 

The  organization  hopes  to  serve  as  a  conscious¬ 
ness-raising  action  group  within  the  AAPA  to  improve 
health  care  for  gay/lesbian  consumers,  and  as  a 
support  group  for  physician  assistants  nationwide. 

For  further  information,  contact  Ron  Vachon  at 
(617)  267-7573  or  Clover  Jacobson,  1  Mixter  Rd., 
Holden,  MA  01520. 


statewide  group  forms  in  new  york 

ROCHESTER,  NY  —  As  the  result  of  the  March  on 
Washington  and  an  Upstate  New  York  Lesbian  and 
.Gay  Conference,  a  new  statewide  organization  has 
formed  in  New  York.  Lesbian  and  Gay  People  of  New 
York  State  (LAGPONYS)  has  adopted  a  statement  of 
purpose  "to  seek  ways  to  further  the  solidarity  of  New 
York  State  lesbians  and  gays,  to  develop  support 
systems,  and  to  achieve  legislative  and  societal 
changes."  Vern  Hall-Smith  has  been  elected 
coordinator/convenor. 

One  of  the  group’s  first  actions  was  to  call  for  a 
statewide  march  on  Albany,  tentatively  scheduled  for 
April  19,  1980.  For  information  about  the  group,  write 
LAGPONYS  Organizing  Committee,  c/o  GAGV,  Inc., 
713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester,  NY  14607. 


discrimination  cases  sought 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  —  Persons  who  feel  they 
have  been  discriminated  against  because  they  are 
perceived  as  homosexual  or  as  departing  from  femi¬ 
nine  and  masculine  stereotypes  are  being  sought  by 
the  Center  for  Homosexual  Education,  Evaluation 
and  Research  (CHEER). 

The  group  has  obtained  a  grant  from  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  to 
study  possible  violations  of  the  civil  liberties  of  such 
persons,  and  the  results  of  the  study  will  be  impor¬ 
tant  to  protecting  the  rights  of  these  people.  The 
study  will  be  based  on  a  series  of  confidential  inter¬ 
views. 

To  contact  CHEER  researchers,  write  them  care 
of  the  National  Gay  Task  Force,  80  Fifth  Ave.,  Suite 
1601,  New  York,  NY  10011. 


brown  nets  $20,000  in  gay  money 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  —  Aides  to  California 
Gov.  Jerry  Brown  estimate  that  the  presidential  con¬ 
tender  garnered  $20,000  in  gay  campaign  contribu¬ 
tions  from  a  Dec.  4  reception  at  the  Twin  Peaks  home 
of  attorney  Jerome  Berg.  Guests  at  the  event  were  en¬ 
tertained  by  the  San  Francisco  Gay  Marching  Band. 

Brown  has  broken  with  tradition  by  appealing  to 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community  across  the  country, 
and  to  rock  concerts  beneficial  to  his  campaign 
coffers,  in  an  attempt  to  raise  funds  for  his  bid  at  the 
presidency. 

Reports  indicated  that  Brown  made  some  re¬ 
marks  at  the  reception  about  appointing  a  gay  judge 
in  San  Francisco  some  time  soon.  Brown  aides,  on 
the  other  hand,  later  insisted  that  the  governor  mere¬ 
ly  said  he  is  considering  a  number  of  qualified  gay 
candidates  for  such  an  appointment. 


church  grants  gay  youth  money 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  The  Memorial  Church  of 
Harvard  University  has  allocated  $500  to  be  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  Committee  for  Gay  Youth.  Supported  by 
the  University,  the  church  is  able  to  distribute  monies 
collected  each  Sunday  to  worthy  organizations  in  the 
greater  Boston  area.  Distribution  is  determined  by 
the  Offering  Sub-Committee  in  consultation  with  the 
Rev.  Peter  Gomes,  Plummer  Professor  of  Christian 
Morals  at  Harvard.  Other  gifts  included  $750  for 
Transition  House,  the  shelter  for  battered  women. 
The  grants  were  announced  at  the  Sunday  morning 
service  on  December  2. 


gay  bars  used  as  front  in  scheme 

NEW  YORK,  NY  —  Brooklyn  District  Attorney 
Eugene  Gold  has  said  that  13  men  have  been  accused 
of  participating  in  a  scheme  to  use  several  Manhattan 
gay  bars  as  “job  fronts”  to  fraudulently  collect  more 
than  $185,000  in  unemployment  benefits.  Most  of  the 
men  are  said  to  be  customers  of  the  bars  and  are 
alleged  to  have  used  89  pseudonyms  based  on  fake 
baptismal  certificates  and  other  identification  in  order 
to  receive  1,557  checks  from  the  state  Department  of 
Labor. 

The  alleged  “ringleader,”  John  Aitken  of  Brooklyn, 
is  said  to  have  used  his  managerial  position  at  the  gay 
bars  to  falsify  past  employment  records  of  participants 
in  the  scheme  so  they  could  apply  for  benefits.  Such 
bars  as  John’s  Joint  West  on  W.  41st  St.  and  Copper’s 
Tavern  on  Second  Ave.  were  infiltrated  by  undercover 
agents  of  the  state  police  during  the  18-month 
investigation.  Aitken  has  been  accused  of  receiving 
300  checks  under  24  names.  Gold  said  that  more  than 
66  bank  accounts  were  used  to  handle  the  large 
amounts  of  money. 


n.o.w.  to  oppose  carter 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  Executive  Board  of 
the  National  Organization  for  Women  (NOW)  has 
voted  to  oppose  the  renomination  or  re-election  of 
Pres.  Jimmy  Carter,  no  matter  who  might  run  against 
him,  because  he  has  not  won  ratification  of  the  Equal 
Rights  Amendment  (ERA)  and,  in  the  Board’s  estima¬ 
tion,  he  has  not  tried  hard  enough  to  do  so.  The 
Board’s  decision  is  also  based  on  the  fact  that  abor¬ 
tion  rights  have  been  restricted  during  the  Carter 
presidency.  The  27-member  Executive  Board,  policy¬ 
makers  for  NOW’s  110,000  members,  did  not  make  a 
decision  on  a  candidate  it  deems  preferable  to  Carter. 

This  action  by  the  Board  was  recommended  to 
NOW’s  Political  Action  Committee,  which  adopted  it 
as  its  position  and  scheduled  a  January  meeting  for 
discussion  of  a  possible  positive  endorsement. 

The  ERA  has  been  ratified  by  35  states  to  date. 
Three  more  states  must  approve  it  before  June  30, 
1982,  for  it  to  become  law. 


m.t.a.  endorses  gay  rights 

BOSTON,  MA  —  The  Massachusetts  Teachers 
Association  (MTA)  has  endorsed  the  1980  Massachu¬ 
setts  gay  rights  legislation.  Richard  J.  Durkin,  MTA’s 
Director  of  Governmental  Services,  delivered  MTA’s 
support  for  the  two  bills  in  a  telephone  conversation 
with  State  Rep.  Barney  Frank.  Literature  pertaining  to 
the  bills  will  list  the  MTA  as  a  supporter,  Frank  said. 
Members  of  the  MTA  Gay  Rights  Caucus  are  planning 
to  spend  some  time  lobbying  for  the  bills. 


appleby  will  trade  for  bail  money 

SPRINGFIELD,  MA  —  Kenneth  Appleby,  serving 
an  8-to-10  year  prison  sentence  for  allegedly  beating 
his  lover  with  a  riding  crop,  has  offered  the  rights  to  a 
book  he  has  written  and  personal  interviews  in  ex¬ 
change  for  money  to  pay  his  bail.  The  Massachusetts 
Supreme  Judicail  Court  (SJC)  has  ruled  that  he  can 
go  free  on  $4,000  bail  while  he  appeals  his  conviction 
(see  GCN  Vol.  7,  No.  21),  but  he  does  not  have  the 
money. 

In  a  copywrighted  interview  with  WSPR  radio, 
Appleby  appealed  to  the  gay  community  and  the  pub¬ 
lic  at  large  to  help  him  raise  bail.  A  “great  injustice 
has  been  done”  him,  Appleby  claimed.  He  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  go  on  trial  in  Hampden  Superior  Court  Jan.  7 
on  charges  which  include  kidnapping  and  rape,  but 
he  plans  to  request  that  that  trial  be  postponed  until 
the  SJC  rules  on  his  appeal. 

Persons  wishing  to  contact  Kenneth  Appleby 
may  write  to  him  at  50  Union  St.,  Northampton,  MA 
01060. 


gay  people  in  medicine  work 

CHANTILLY,  VA  —  Gay  People  in  Medicine 
(GPIM),  founded  in  1976,  is  a  task  force  of  the 
American  Medical  Student  Association  (AMSA)  with 
two  main  objectives:  improving  the  quality  of  health 
care  of  lesbian  and  gay  patients  and  improving  the 
working  conditions  and  professionalstatus  of  lesbian 
and  gay  health  professionals  and  students. 

GPIM  provides  educational  workshops  for  health 
professionals,  designs  training  materials,  collects  and 
conducts  research  on  the  health  problems  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men,  and  provides  referrals.  The  group  also 
conducts  surveys  of  policies  of  hiring,  admissions,  and 
promotions  of  medical  schools  and  hospitals;  provides 
support  groups  for  gay  professionals  to  meet, 
socialize,  and  organize;  and  presses  for  legislative  and 
political  action  to  end  discrimination  against  lesbians 
and  gay  men. 

GPIM  maintains  local  chapters  in  many  medical 
schools  and  citiesaround  the  country.  All  inquiriesand 
the  membership  list  are  confidential.  For  information, 
write  Gay  People  in  Medicine,  AMSA,  Box  131, 
Chantilly,  VA  22021. 


rights  law  rescinded 

DAVIS,  CA  —  A  one-week  old  gay  rights  ordi¬ 
nance  has  been  rescinded  by  the  Davis  City  Council 
after  an  opponent  of  the  measure  threatened  to  put 
the  law  up  to  a  referendum  at  the  same  time  that 
three  of  five  councillors  face  re-election. 

The  City  Council  adopted  the  ordinance  by  a 
vote  of  3-2  during  the  week  of  Nov.  25.  Its  enforce¬ 
ment  would  have  guaranteed  lesbians  and  gay  men 
equal  rights  in  the  areas  of  housing,  private  employ¬ 
ment,  and  access  to  public  accomodations.  The  next 
week,  however,  in  the  face  of  a  threatened  referen¬ 
dum,  the  Council  reversed  itself,  4-1.  At  the  same 
time,  councillors  agreed  not  to  reconsider  the 
measure  for  at  least  two  years. 


house  moves  to  limit  abortion  aid 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  U.S.  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  has  moved  to  curtail  the  use  of  Medicaid 
funds  for  abortions  unless  there  is  a  direct  threat  to 
the  mother’s  life.  The  217-169  decision  clouds  the 
future  of  Pres.  Jimmy  Carter’s  attempts  to  extend 
Medicaid  coverage  to  more  poor  children  and  preg¬ 
nant  mothers.  The  House  decision  will  add  to 
Carter’s  health  bill  a  ban  on  the  use  of  such  funds  for 
abortions  on  the  grounds  of  rape  or  incest. 

Carter’s  proposal  would  expand  Medicaid  cover¬ 
age  to  five  million  poor  children  in  addition  to  the  12 
million  currently  eligible.  It  would  also  provide  some 
220,000  low-income  women  free  medical  coverage 
during  their  first  pregnancy  and  for  two  months  after 
delivery  of  a  child. 


transperson  disappears  with  ill  son 

SAN  DIEGO,  CA  —  An  arrest  warrant  has  been 
issued  for  Gerry  Sousa,  a  transsexual  parent  involved 
in  a  custody  dispute  over  his  10-year  old  son,  Andrew, 
following  his  disappearance  with  the  boy. 

Custody  was  granted  in  June  to  officials  of  Uni¬ 
versity  Hospital  who  claimed  that  Sousa  was  inter¬ 
fering  with  Andrew’s  medical  treatment.  Sousa,  in 
turn, -alleges  that  the  hospital  sought  custody  only  to 
give  Andrew  a  kidney  transplant  which  he  alleges 
gives  the  boy  only  a  14  percent  chance  of  survival. 

Sousa,  40,  has  also  charged  that  hospital  offi¬ 
cials  have  attempted  to  have  him  declared  unfit  as  a 
parent  because  he  has  undergone  transsexual  sur¬ 
gery.  Gerry  Sousa  is,  iri  fact,  Andrew’s  natural 
mother. 


free  the  press 

TORONTO, ONTARIO  —  Pink  Triangle  Press, 
publisher  of  The  Body  Politic  (TPB),  Canada’s  gay 
liberation  journal,  will  be  back  in  the  Canadian  courts 
Feb.  7  as  the  government  seeks  to  have  the  Ontario 
Court  of  Appeals  overturn  last  February’s  acquittal  of 
Pink  Triangle  on  charges  of  using  the  mails  to  dis¬ 
tribute  obscene  material  and  possession  of  obscene 
material  for  the  purpose  of  distribution. 

Said  Tim  McCaskell,  a  representative  of  the 
Body  Politic  Free  the  Press  Fund,  “If  we  lose  this 
legal  battle,  a  new  trial  is  a  real  possibility.” 

Before  the  Feb.  7  court  appearance,  TBP  must 
raise  $15,000  to  pay  for  the  appeal.  The  Crown  will 
argue  that  the  acquittal  should  be  overturned,  and, 
McCaskell  said,  “We  have  to  be  able  to  defend  that 
verdict  which  set  a  strong  precedent  for  freedom  of 
the  press  —  the  gay  press.” 

McCaskell  added,  “The  Crown  has  vast  re¬ 
sources  and  time.  We  don’t.  The  State  is  attempting 
to  bleed  us  dry  and  burn  us  out  with  continuing  legal 
harassment.  The  Fund  is  only  an  organization  of 
volunteers  and  we  have  no  more  resources  than  peo¬ 
ple  .. .  are  willing  to  give  us.  We  can’t  do  it  alone  . . . 
Not  guilty  means  not  guilty.  Let’s  keep  it  that  way.” 

Contributions  may  be  made  out  to  Lynn  King  in 
Trust  for  The  Body  Politic  Free  the  Press  Fund  and 
mailed  care  of  Cornish,  King,  Sachs,  Barristers  and 
Solicitors,  11  Richmond  St.  West,  Suite  320,  Toronto, 
Ontario  Canada  M5H  3N6. 


frank  introduces  gay  legislation 

BOSTON,  MA  —  Rep.  Barney  Frank  (D-Back  Bay) 
has  filed  two  bills  in  the  Massachusetts  legislature 
which  seek  to  prohibit  discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
sexual  preference.  The  bills,  filed  Dec.  5,  are  identical 
to  last  year’s  HR  2527  and  HR  2650,  which  were  nar¬ 
rowly  defeated  in  the  spring  of  1979. 

A  spokesperson  for  the  Mass.  Gay  Political  Cau¬ 
cus  (MGPC)  said,  “[We  are]  quite  pleased  that  the 
1980  bills  were  co-sponsored  by  30  members  of  the 
general  court,  an  increase  in  the  number  of  sponsors 
of  previous  years,  as  well  as  by  various  community 
organizations.” 

MGPC  intends  to  begin  its  lobbying  efforts  the 
first  week  in  January.  Anyone  interested  is  encour¬ 
aged  to  contact  MGPC  by  calling  (617)  242-3544  or 
writing  the  Caucus  at  Suite  407,  739  Boylston  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


Unitarians  Ordain 
Openly  Gay  Minister 


GAU  Awards  Grants 
For  Scholarships 


BOSTON,  MA  —  “I  am  the 
first  Unitarian  Universalist  who  is 
openly  gay  to  present  myself  for 
ordination  after  having  been  ac¬ 
cepted  by  a  national  committee  of 
the  denomination.” 

This  is  the  way  Rev.  Robert 
Wheatly  describes  his  ordination 
by  the  Unitarian  Universalist  As¬ 
sociation  on  Sunday  night,  Dec.  9, 
at  Boston’s  Arlington  Street 
Church,  where  Wheatly  delivered 
a  coming  out  sermon  in  October 
of  1977.  Wheatly  has  been  a  Uni¬ 
tarian  since  1945,  and  for  the  past 
two  years  he  has  headed  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  Office  of  Gay  Con¬ 
cerns.  He  plans  to  continue  in  that 
capacity  and  perceives  his  ordina¬ 
tion  as  helpful  to  the  successful 
execution  of  his  duties. 

Wheatly  presented  himself  as  an 
openly  gay  candidate  for  ordina¬ 
tion  before  the  Fellowshipping 
Committee,  a  national  body 
which  must  approve  such  persons 
before  they  are  ordained  by  local 
churches.  The  Unitarian  Univer- 
salists  have  a  history  of  supporting 
lesbian  and  gay  rights,  having 


By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI,  OH  —  Dr. 
Thomas  Fitzgerald  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  North  Carolina  (UNC), 
Greensboro,  must  have  been 
reminded  of  his  research  efforts  in 
Scandinavia  while  attending  the 

rvmcnctin  Antkropological 

Association  convention  here. 

When  he  studied  the  role  of  gay 
self-help  groups  while  on  leave 
from  his  professorship  at  UNC, 
Dr.  Fitzgerald  learned  that 
although  homosexuality  had  been 
decriminalized  in  Finland,  public 
discussion  of  same-sex  affairs  was 
made  illegal.  One  informant  had 
noted  the  paradox:  “When  homo¬ 
sexuality  was  illegal,  at  least  we 
could  talk  about  it.  Now  that  it’s 
legal,  we  can’t,”  he  told  the  re¬ 
searcher. 

Fitzgerald  faced  the  same 
dichotomy  —  approval  yet  censor¬ 
ship  —  at  the  anthropological 
meeting  here  in  late  November. 


adopted  a  policy  of  nondiscrimi¬ 
nation  against  “homosexuals  and 
bisexuals”  in  1970.  In  1973,  the 
denomination’s  National  General 
Assembly  approved  a  resolution 
calling  for  the  establishment  of  an 
Office  of  Gay  Concerns,  which 
opened  in  1975  and  was  headed  by 
Arlie  Scott,  currently  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent  for  Action  of  the  National 
Organization  for  Women. 

Wheatly  said  his  ordination 
“carries  with  it  an  open  acknow¬ 
ledgement  of  who  I  am  and  what  I 
am,  and  I’ll  be  a  little  more  effec¬ 
tive,  particularly  with  clergy”  in 
carrying  out  his  responsibilities, 
which  he  characterized  as  “educa¬ 
tional.” 

In  1977,  Wheatly  came  out  in  a 
sermon.  The  response  to  it,  he 
said,  was  “very  positive.  It  was 
just  great,  and  I’m  still  doing  that 
sermon  around  the  country. 
When  I  go  into  a  community  for 
the  first  time,  it’s  a  good  chance  to 
talk  about  who  I  am  and  to  talk 
about  being  homosexual.”  The 
sermon,  entitled,  “On  Being 
Homosexual,”  closes  with  a  ques- 


Proposal  turned  down 

The  association  has  passed 
two  resolutions  since  1970  calling 
for  more  research  on  homosexual¬ 
ity  and  for  an  end  to  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  gays.  But  it  turned 
down  a  proposal  for  a  symposium 

on  human  sexuality  last  year,  and 

at  this  year’s  session  refused  to 
hear  four  or  five  papers  about 
homosexuality. 

Fitzgerald  wanted  to  talk  about 
“Future  Trends  in  Anthropologi¬ 
cal  Research  on  Homosexuality” 
in  an  official  convention  session. 
He  was  refused,  but  he  got  to 
speak  about  his  past  research  to  a 
few  colleagues  and  others  at  a  talk 
before  the  new  Greater  Cincinnati 
Gay  Academic  Union  (GAU), 
which  was  co-sponsored  by  the 
University  of  Cincinnati  (UC) 
College  of  Community  Services. 

“There  is  an  almost  deliberate 
attempt  by  the  American  Anthro- 
Continued  on  Page  9 


Hebert  Wheatly  has  been  ordained 
by  the  Unitarian  Universalists. 


tion  and  answer  period  which 
Wheatly  said  “is  always  very  well 
received,  very  positive  nearly 
everywhere.” 

In  a  time  when  the  ordination 
of  lesbian  and  gay  clergy  is  a  hotly 
contested  issue,  Wheatly  does  not 
feel  that  his  own  ordination  is  at 
all  unusual  or  controversial.  “It’s 
a  reaffirmation  of  the  church’s 
commitment  to  gay  rights,”  he 
said.  “While  we  are  becoming 
more  open  and  more  strong,  our 
opposition  becomes  more  vocal, 
and  we  can’t  let  them  dictate  to  us 
who  we  should  be  or  how  we 
should  respond.  We  just  cannot 
be  silent  —  we’ve  got  to  be  more 
vocal  and  more  open. 

“I  think  it’s  important  that 
church  people  —  and  that  we,  as 
Unitarian  Universalists  —  make 
our  stand  as  obviously  as  we  can. 
We  all  need  the  support  of  each 
other,  and  I’m  very  glad  to  have 
been  supported  as  I  have,  because 
there  is  an  awful  lot  of  opposition, 
but  we  just  have  to  keep  on.” 

THE  BRILL 


By  Mitzel 

David  Brill  was  thought  of  as  a 
“front  of  the  book”  writer  —  in 
magazine  business  lingo.  His 
specialty  was  hard  news  reporting. 
Yet  he  brought  a  very  gay  touch  to 
his  work. 

Brill  came  to  GCN  partly  as  the 
result  of  a  story  he  made  happen. 
He  was  19  years  old  at  the  time 
and  working  with  the  Homophile 
Union  of  Boston  (he  was  a 
member)  for  passage  of  an  anti- 
discrimination  bill  at  the  State 
House.  Brill  tipped  GCN  in  April 
1974  that  “there  is  a  plot  by  State 
House  politicians  to  discredit  the 
gay  movement  by  means  of  de¬ 
ployment  of  state  police  decoys  in 
public  rest  areas.”  Those  of  us 
who  worked  with  Brill  remember 
how  much  he  loved  intrigue.  His 
writing  debut  at  GCN  reported 
conflicting  charges  about  gay 
rights  stands  by  two  candidates 
for  State  Senator,  George 
DiLorenzo  and  Michael  LoPresti. 
Brill  lived  in  this  district  and,  as  he 
later  admitted  in  a  letter  to  GCN, 
played  no  small  hand  in  stirring 
up  this  campaign  controversy.  It 
put  Brill  at  the  center  of  things 
and  made  good  copy  for  the 
paper.  Brill’s  approach  to  news 
reporting,  as  this  first  instance 
demonstrated,  had  a  touch  of  the 
press  agent  in  it  as  well  as  the 
sensation-making  of  a  gossip 
columnist. 

Whenever.  Brill  wrote  anything 
for  GCN  about  pols  or  police  (or' 
whenever  anything  appeared 
about  such  persons  under- 
another’s  by-line),  he  was  sure  to 
personally  send  off>copies  of  the 
paper  to  those  mentioned.  1 
always  thought  this  a  peculiar 
practice.  Press  agents  clip  “tear 
sheets”  for  their  clients.  Do  news 
reporters  do  it  too?  Perhaps  Brill 
understood  (better  than  I  do)  how 
powerful  a  single  mention  in  the 
gay  press  can  be  in  the  straight 
world.  Of  the  many  rumors  Brill 


LOS  ANGELES,  CA  —  The 
Scholarship  Fund  of  the  Gay  Aca¬ 
demic  Union  (GAU)  announced 
six  recipients  of  its  1980  scholar¬ 
ships  at  a  special  reception  held 
during  the  national  conference  of 
GAU.  The  recipients,  each  of 
whom  will  receive  $1,000,  are: 

John  D’Emilio,  a  doctoral 
candidate  in  American  History  at 
Columbia  University  in  New  York 
City,  for  support  of  his  disserta¬ 
tion,  “The  Gay  Movement  in  the 
United  States  Before  Stonewall;” 

Michael  Gorman,  a  doctoral 
candidate  in  anthropology  at  the 
University  of  Chicago,  for 
support  of  his  dissertation,  “A 
Different  Coming  of  Age:  A  Cul¬ 
tural  Account  of  Religion  and 
Identity  in  the  Gay  World;” 

Karla  Jay,  a  doctoral  candidate 
in  comparative  literature  at  New 
York  University,  for  support  of 
her  dissertation,  “The  Circle  of 
the  Ninth  Muse:  Natalie  Clifford 
Barney,  Renee  Vivien,  and  Their 
Contemporaries;” 

David  Latham,  M.A.  candidate 
in  research  psychology  at  Cali¬ 
fornia  State  University,  Fullerton, 
for  support  of  his  research 
project,  “Gay  Needs  Assessment 
of  Alcohol  Abuse  and  Alcoholism 
Treatment  Service  in  Orange 
County,  California;” 

Paul  Siegel,  a  doctoral  candi¬ 
date  in  Communication  Studies  at 
Northwestern  University  in  Evan¬ 
ston,  Illinois,  for  support  of  his 
research  project,  “Homophobia: 
Why  People  Hate  Gay  People;” 
and 
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passed  on  to  me,  I  thought  the 
most  solid  was  this:  in  the  D.A.’s 
office,  at  the  State  House  and 
among  the  police,  each  issue  of 
GCN  is  scrupulously  read.  It 
occurred  to  me  it  was  for  that 
audience  Brill  was  writing  and  not 
what  I’ve  always  assumed  the 
“natural”  audience  of  the  paper 
to  be. 

After  I  served  on  jury  duty,  I 
wrote  about  it  for  GCN.  I 
referred  to  one  Asst.  D.A.  as 
“plump  and  inept.”  Brill  told  me 
he  had  sent  off  several  copies  of 
the  article  to  the  D.A.’s  office, 
which  sort  of  surprised  me.  That’s 
the  last  thing  I  would  have 
thought  to  do.  Later  that  year, 
when  I  showed  up  in  court  to 
cover  the  trial  of  Dr.  Donald 
Allen,  two  other  Asst.  D.A.s 
accosted  me  and  implored  (only 
half  jokingly)  that  I  not  refer  to 
them  as  inept. 

Even  on  his  regular  beats,  Brill 
was  as  much  an  agent  of  news  as 
its  reporter.  On  crime  beat  stories, 
he  would  demand  police  action, 
and  if  the  cops  failed  him.  Brill 
excoriated  them,  as  he  did  Boston 
Deputy  Police  Supt.  John  Doyle 
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Barbara  Smith,  a  doctoral  can¬ 
didate  in  English  Literature  at  the 
University  of  Connecticut,  for 
support  of  her  dissertation,  “Four 
Afro-American  Women  Writers: 
A  Black  Feminist  Appraisal.” 

Two  alternate  “honorable  men¬ 
tion”  recipients  were  also  an¬ 
nounced.  Depending  on  the 
amount  of  funds  available  by 
early  January,  these  two  students 
may  also  receive  financial  assis¬ 
tance  from  the  Fund: 

Fernando  Chang-Muy,  doctoral 
candidate,  English  Literature, 
University  of  Miami,  Miami, 
Florida,  for  support  of  his  pre¬ 
paration  of  a  textbook  for 
secondary  and  university  teachers 
outlining  a  course  in  Gay  Liter¬ 
ature;  and 

Carole  Matthews,  M.S.W. 
candidate.  School  of  Social  Work, 
University  of  Southern  Cali¬ 
fornia,  Los  Angeles,  California, 
for  support  of  her  Master’s  thesis, 
“Lesbian  Jews:  Reconciling  a 
Dual  Identity.” 

GAU  established  the  Fund  in 
1978  and  last  year  awarded  $650 
to  each  of  five  recipients,  four  of 
whom  this  year  also  will  receive 
$350  supplements.  All  donations 
received  through  January  15,  1980 
will  go  to  this  year’s  recipients  and 
alternates.  Donations,  which  are 
tax-deductible,  may  be  sent  to 
GAU  Scholarship  Fund,  P.O. 
Box  927,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90028. 
Other  information  and 
applications  for  1981  scholarships 
will  be  available  in  February, 
1980. 


in  a  GCN  editorial  for  the  con¬ 
tinued  use  of  FIO  (Field  Inter¬ 
rogation/Observation)  reports  on 
gay  men.  Brill  told  Doyle  to  pack 
up  and  move  to  Los  Angeles  and 
go  to  work  for  Police  Chief  Ed 
Davis. 

Brill’s  regular  “Talking 
Politics”  column  was  as  much 
gossip  as  fact,  and  to  his  credit. 
For  those  of  us  who  have  not  quite 
deciphered  the  mess  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  politics.  Brill  was  a  master  at 
differentiating  among  the  legions 
of  Flynns,  Sullivans, 

McDonoughs  Harringtons, 

Byrnes,  O’Neils,  Donovans,  et  al, 
who  populate  numerous  state 
offices. 

In  the  history  of  GCN,  there 
have  been  three  issues  which  have 
divided  the  community  into 
seemingly  irreconcilable  factions: 
the  on-going  controversy  of  gay 
liberation’s  position  vis-a-vis  capi¬ 
talist  gay  bars  (and  particularly 
the  battle  over  bars  owned  or 
operated  by  Henry  Vara);  the 
Susan  Saxe  trial  here  in  Boston; 
and  the  issue  of  boy-love  raised  by 
the  D.A.’s  “Revere  Sex  Ring.” 

Brill  had  opinions  on  all  these 
issues.  They  tended  to  be  conser¬ 
vative.  On  bars:  Brill  sided  with 
the  Bay  Village  Neighborhood 
Association  (BVNA)  against 
Jacques  and  the  Other  Side.  Brill 
gave  lots  of  good  press  to  BVNA 
honcho  Jon  Straight  when  Gov. 
Michael  Dukakis  appointed  him 
to  the  Licensing  Commission. 
Brill  compared  Jacques  and  The 
Other  Side  to  swamps  and  recom¬ 
mended  that  they  be  “dried  up.” 
As  to  a  flap  involving  Sporters, 
Brill  came  down  hard  and  heavy 
against  the  Fort  Hill  Faggots  for 
Freedom  when  they  “invaded” 
Sporters  to  protest  that  bar’s  ban 
on  drag.  Brill,  in  the  guise  of 
scold,  lashed  out  that  the 
“invasion  was  a  stupid  and 
irresponsible  demonstration,  and 
Continued  on  Page  6 


Research  Provides  Outline 
for  Peer  Support  Groups 


Dr.  Thomas  Fitzgerald’s  re¬ 
search  into  gay  self-help 
groups  in  Scandinavia  —  coup¬ 
led  with  ten  years  of  experience 
in  the  Greensboro  (NC)  com¬ 
munity  —  provide  an  outline 
for  a  prescription  for  peer  sup¬ 
port  groups  elsewhere. 

The  anthropology  professor 
noted  four  major  functions  of 
the  successful  Swedish  group 
he  studied,  which  was  started 
nearly  30  years  ago  by  Danes: 
social  services,  “reflecting  very 
impressive  voluntarism  among 
Scandinavians,”  he  said;  iden¬ 
tity/consciousness-raising  “so 
people  feel  better  about  them¬ 
selves”;  a  “befriending”  or 
outreach  service,  with  a  very 
effective  switchboard;  and  po¬ 
litical  activism,  “to  break  the 
silence  on  gay  issues.” 

Fitzgerald  noted  that  Stock¬ 
holm  has  a  “very  sophisticat¬ 
ed”  gay  radio  program.  (The 
U.S.  has  at  least  30  such  pro¬ 
grams  on  the  air,  and  the 
Stonewall  Media  Network  was 
founded  after  the  Oct.  14 
March  on  Washington.) 

Accomplishments  of  tiiC 


Swedish  gay  movement  include 
decriminalization  of  homosex¬ 
uality;  lowering  the  age  of  con¬ 
sent  to  15;  rights  of  marriage, 
or  “coupledom,”  for  homo¬ 
sexuals,  including  immigrants; 
equal  housing  rights;  a  lesbian 
presence  on  the  Parliamentary 
study  of  homosexuality;  the 
opening  of  many  educational' 
channels;  and  the  removal  of 
the  “sickness”  label  by  the 
mental  health  profession. 

The  situation  in  Finland 
“contrasts  sharply”  with 
Sweden,  Fitzgerald  said. 
Itsself-help  group  didn’t  start 
until  1969,  and  soon  went  in¬ 
active.  But  men  and  women 
still  work  together  to  operate  a 
switchboard,  a  magazine,  a 
newsletter,  and  dances  (since 
there  are  no  gay  bars  there), 
but  have  achieved  only  decrim¬ 
inalization  of  homosexuality. 
They  seek  removal  of  the  sick¬ 
ness  label,  equality  for  couples, 
the  lowering  of  the  age  of  con¬ 
sent  from  18  to  15,  and  the  re¬ 
peal  of  the  law  banning  public 
discussion  of  homosexuality. 


Researched  in  Scandinavia 
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stoney  end 

Dear  GCN, 

I  just  wanted  to  drop  you  a  note  to  say  that  I 
think  Walta  Borawski’s  article  “What  Streisand 
Should  Do”  is  the  most  intelligent  thing  I  have 
seen  written  about  Streisand,  or  any  other  popu¬ 
lar  singer,  and  one  of  the  best-written  articles  on 
musical  recordings  generally. 

I  truly  hope  you  will  send  a  copy  of  the  article 
to  Barbra.  I  worried  that  1  was  being  a  prig  when 
I  got  funny  vibes  about  what  she  was  up  to  when 
she  recorded  Stoney  End.  I  liked  the  album  but 
worried  about  the  future.  I  think  you  have  hit  the 
nail  on  the  head  re.  motivation.  Poor  Barbra  — 
she  wants  “acceptance”  from  THIS  generation 
of  musicians???  Heaven  help  us!  I  look  forward 
tc  future  articles  you  write.  You 

have,  as  they  say  in  the  vernacular,  a  good  head. 

Sincerely, 

Joel  Hencken 
Boston,  MA 

barbra 

To  the  Editors: 

By  and  large,  I  think  you  should  be  very  proud 
of  the  people  who  staff  your  paper.  However, 
the  article  entitled  “What  Streisand  Should  Do” 
(Dec.  15,  1979)  proves  that  Walta  Borawski  has 
no  business  reviewing  anything.  It  strikes  me  as 
fatuous,  immature  and  obnoxious  for  the  critic 
of  what  is  essentially  a  small  newspaper  to 
suggest  that  one  of  the  century’s  most  successful 
artists  should  do  anything  other  than  what  she 
does.  I  do  not  suggest  that  the  album  in  question, 
“Wet”,  is  flawless  —  and  I  don’t  disagree  with 
the  flaws  mentioned  in  Walta’s  article.  But  to 
suggest  that  Barbra  Streisand’s  best  work  is  be¬ 
hind  her  and  that  her  repetoire  choices  are  no 
longer  what  they  should  be  is  irresponsible  and 
ignorant.  Could  it  be  that  the  reason  those  old 
albums  of  old  material  seem  so  appealing  right 
now  is  for  the  simple  reason  that  Ms.  Streisand 
doesn’t  make  them  anymore?  It  is  part  of  the 
wonder  of  Streisand  that  she  has  managed  to 
cover  so  many  styles  of  music  so  phenomenally 
successfully.  We  all  have  our  favorites,  but  I  cer¬ 
tainly  wouldn’t  criticize  her  for  the  few  things 
she  has  recorded  that  I  don’t  happen  to  like.  One 
of  the  things  that  has  kept 

Barbra  Streisand  in  her  unassailable,  top-rung 
class  is  the  fact  that  it  has  become  impossible  to 
second-guess  her.  She  will  hopefully  continue  to 
be  full  of  surprises;  some  choices  she  makes  will 
always  be  more  appealing  than  others.  But  she 
has  never  suggested  that  she  feels  she  owes  her 
public  anything  —  and  she  records  what  she 
damn  well  wants  to.  I  think  that  her  albums 
ought  to  be  reviewed  with  that  in  mind  —  as  well 
as  with  the  knowledge  that  Barbra  Streisand  is  a 
supremely  gifted  performer.  I  doubt  that  she  has 
ever  done  anything  that  didn’t  please  somebody. 
And  I  doubt  that  reviews  such  as  the  one  I’m 
talking  about  here  will  ever  do  anything  but 
annoy  people.  It  is  fun  to  disagree  with  an  intelli¬ 
gent  person  —  but  there  isn’t  any  sport  at  all  in 
disagreeing  with  a  fool. 

Sincerely, 

Toby  Hall 
Boston,  MA 


the  right  to  choose 

Dear  Father  Roger, 

After  reading  your  letter  in  GCN  and  be¬ 
coming  very  angry  at  your  typical  “traditional 
Catholic”  and  white  middle  class  MALE 
response  to  the  subject  of  abortion,  I  felt  com¬ 
pelled  to  respond.  I  agree  that  abortion  is  a  com¬ 
plex  social,  moral  and  legal  problem.  However,  1 
do  not  agree  that  one  can  subscribe  to  the  ideal 
of  the  women’s  movement  —  which  is  total 
equality  of  women  in  all  aspects  of  society  —  and 
not  believe  in  women  having  freedom  of  choice 
regarding  the  issue  of  abortion.  As  long  as  pre¬ 
dominantly  white,  middle  class  MALES  can 
deny  women  that  choice  through  legislation  in 
our  country,  there  can  be  no  true  equality  for 
women. 

While  personal  and  religious  convictions 
should  guide  a  woman  in  making  the  decision  to 
have  or  not  to  have  an  abortion,  those  personal 
and  religious  convictions  of  some  should  not 
become  mandate  for  all.  It  cannot  be  left  to  those 
in  power  in  our  society  —  namely  men  —  to 
make  decisions  which  affect  the  lives  of  so  many 
women. 

As  a  lesbian,  I  will  probably  never  have  to  face 
the  question  personally.  As  a  Christian,  I  would 
probably  have  difficulty  in  deciding  to  have  an 
abortion.  But,  as  a  feminist,  1  believe  it  is  every 
woman’s  right  to  be  able  to  make  that  decision 
for  herself.  Men  have  made  our  decisions  for  too 
long.  The  time  is  well  overdue  for  women  to  be 
free  to  make  our  own  choices  regarding  our  lives. 

Sincerely, 

Lisa  Christie 
Medford,  MA 

P.S.  A  popular  button  reads  “If  men  could  get 
pregnant,  abortion  would  be  a  sacrament.” 
Think  about  it. 


the  lure 

Dear  friends. 

I’m  writing  to  take  strong  exception  to 
Michael  Bronski’s  review  of  The  Lure,  Felice 
Picano’s  new  thriller.  I  don’t  really  want  to  go 
into  my  disagreements  with  his  critical  methods 
(one  of  the  cheapest  of  which  is  the  use  of  the 
publisher’s  jacket  copy  to  assassinate  the  book) 
but  I  do  want  to  say  that  I  think  the  book  is  a 
classy  and  terrifically  written  novel  that  will  find 
a  gay  audience  in  spite  of  reviews  like  Bronski’s. 

What  I  do  want  to  object  to  —  and  vehemently 

—  is  Bronski’s  equation  of  The  Lure  with  the 
movie  “Cruising.”  He  repeats  some  “street 
gossip”  that  has  Picano  saying  Friedkin’s  script 
“came  more  from  his  novel  than  Walker’s.” 
Whose  street'!  This  is  totally  untrue  and  patently 
ridiculous  —  especially  since  galleys  for  The  Lure 
didn’t  come  out  until  the  beginning  of  the 
summer.  They  certainly  weren’t  circulated 
through  the  “Cruising”  offices. 

Next,  Bronski  offers  that  the  book’s  use  of 
backroom  bars  and  sex  piers  is  “sort  of  like 
having  people  make  a  movie  in  your  backyard 
without  asking.”  Whose  backyard^.  Since  Picano 
lives  virtually  in  mine  (if  not  Bronski’s),  I  would 
have  assumed  that  he  didn’t  need  permission  to 
write  about  what  he  makes  of  his  own  neighbor¬ 
hood. 

I  think  what’s  going  down  here  is  really  an 
intemperate  (in  spite  of  the  mock  qualifiers) 
example  of  a  reviewer  killing  a  book  for  purely 
political  reasons  and  with  no  intention  of  con¬ 
sidering  any  of  its  literary  merits  but  in  the  most 
prefunctory  way  —  and  thus,  for  instance,  the 
over-reliance  on  the  jacket  copy.  Since  this  is  so, 
why  call  it  a  review?  I  call  it  a  hatchet  job. 

Sincerely, 

George  Whitmore 
New  York,  NY 

Michael  Bronski  responds: 

George  Whitmore  seems  to  be  most  upset  by 
what  he  feels  to  be  an  attack  by  innuendo  in  my 
comparison  of  The  Lure  to  Cruising.  Actually 
Picano  himself  (The  Advocate  11/15/79  p.  35) 
focuses  upon  and  describes  the  similarities  be¬ 
tween  the  two.  Whitmore  also  feels  that  my 
quoting  the  dust  jacket  is  inappropriate.  Books 
are  commodities  as  well  as  literature  and  how 
they  are  sold  and  marketed  is  as  important  and 
interesting  (and  in  this  case  perhaps  more  inter¬ 
esting)  than  the  work  itself.  As  far  as  a  conflict 
between  politics  and  art  —  I  think  that  the  ques¬ 
tion  “ Can  great  art  have  bad  politics ”  is  mis¬ 
leading.  What  is  more  interesting  and  informa¬ 
tive  is  the  exploration  of  the  politics  of  any  work. 
Any  complete  criticism  must  take  the  social/ 
political  sphere  into  consideration;  art  for  art’s 
sake  is  ultimately  for  no  one. 

in  prison 

Dear  Friends, 

The  female  and  male  state  prisoners  here  have 
joined  together  to  form  the  Prisoner’s  Law 
Organization  (PLO).  The  purpose  is  to  put 
together  court  suits  that  will  help  all  men  and 
women  in  prison  (straight  and  gay).  I  am  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  law  school  and  we  have  “jailhouse  law¬ 
yers”  helping  us. 

1)  Our  first  court  action  is  to  attack  Missouri 
Statute  549.261  R.S.Mo.  as  vague.  The  federal 
court  in  Cicero  v.  Olgiati,  410  F.  Supp.  1080 
(S.P.N.Y.,  1976),  ruled  that  state  laws  cannot 
grant  uncontrolled  discretion  to  state  parole 
boards  to  grant  or  deny  paroles.  Many  states 
have  state  laws  that  provide  uncontrolled  discre¬ 
tion  to  the  parole  boards  (especially  discriminat¬ 
ing  against  gay  prisoners).  We  want  to  knock  out 
the  Missouri  statute,  and  thus  help  other  state 
prisoners  in  other  states. 

2)  Gay  prisoners  are  often  forced  to  “check 
in”  to  protective  custody  units  in  the  prisons  — 
and  they  are  punished  by  severe  discrimination  in 
treatment.  The  courts  say  segregated  inmates 
must  not  be  discriminated  against  in  medical  care 

—  Kersh  v.  Bounds,  501  F.2d  585  (4th  Cir., 
1974)  —  or  in  access  to  the  law  library  for  legal 
research  —  Mitchell  v.  Beauboeuf,  581  F.2d  412 
(5th  Cir.,  1978).  But  these  inmates  are  denied  the 
same  access  to  vocational  training  or  other  forms 
of  “rehabilitation.”  Our  second  court  suit  is 
trying  to  change  that. 

3)  Our  third  issue  involves  disciplinary  pro- 

pwoc/rsl 

To  any  who  are  interested: 

The  Philadelphia  Workers  Organizing  Cor.i- 
mittee  feels  that  the  attacks  leveled  at  us  by  the 
Revolutionary  Socialist  League  in  the  Communi¬ 
ty  Voices  column,  11/17/79  are  inaccurate  and 
misleading,  both  as  to  our  role  in  the  gay  libera¬ 
tion  movement  and  our  general  political  line.  We 
are  prepared  to  respond  to  that  column,  and 
would  be  glad  to  answer  any  questions  about  our 
position  on  gay  liberation.  If  you  are  interested, 
please  write: 

Peter  Doyle 
c/o  The  Organizer 
P.O.  Box  11768 
Philadelphia,  PA  19101 


some  friction 

Dear  GCN, 

Some  friction  has  recently  developed  between 
the  Lesbians  with  Children  support  group  and 
the  GCN  staff.  I  would  like  to  air  that  friction 
before  it  grows  into  suspicion  and  open  hostility, 
in  the  hopes  of  working  instead  towards  a 
mutually  supportive  relationship. 

Our  concerns  center  around  your  publicity  of 
the  Lesbians  with  Children  Conference  which 
was  held  last  October. 

The  first  press  release  and  calendar  item  which 
we  sent  to  you  were  apparently  lost. 

We  supplied  another  press  release,  written 
specifically  for  GCN  as  a  feature  article,  but 
were  told  that  GCN’ s  policy  dictated  condensing 
notices  of  coming  events  into  brief  news  notes.  I 
notice,  however,  that  this  week’s  center  spread  is 
an  interview  with  Holly  Near  —  giving  great 
publicity  to  her  upcoming  concert.  Does  GCN’s 
policy  change  for  “stars”? 

The  news  note  which  you  wrote  for  our  con¬ 
ference  deleted  the  information  regarding  work¬ 
shops  designed  to  address  needs  of  third  world 
lesbian  mothers.  This  was  a  serious  omission. 

To  make  matters  worse,  you  did  not  publish 
the  news  note  until  5  days  before  the  conference 
—  even  though  we  had  submitted  it  enough  in 
advance  to  have  been  included  in  the  previous 
week’s  paper.  This  showed  a  great  insensitivity  to 
the  fact  that  lesbians  with  children  are  often  not 
very  mobile  or  flexible  .  .  .  We  need  that  kind  of 
advance  notice  in  order  to  plan  to  attend  an  all- 
day  conference  on  a  Saturday!  :  iOi  :  ) 

To  add  insult  to  injury,  when  we  called  to 
complain,  we  were  told  rather  off-handedly  that 
it  had  been  delayed  because  there  were  other 
items  of  greater  interest  and  importance  that  had 
to  be  printed  instead. 

Lesbians  with  children  are  often  isolated  from 
each  other  and  at  the  same  time  desperately  in 
need  of  the  support  we  can  offer  each  other. 
Your  help  in  publicizing  our  meetings  and  events 
is  greatly  needed. 

To  give  you  credit  where  you  deserve  it,  you 
did  print  my  whole  article  about  the  conference 
after  it  was  held.  We  appreciate  that  coverage 
and  the  interest  which  must  have  prompted  it.  It 
is  in  that  spirit  that  we  ask  you  to  evaluate  your 
priorities  and  become  more  sensitive  to  the  kinds 
of  publicity  we  need. 

I  am  aware  that  you  have  been  busy  with  other 
issues  of  major  concern  —  the  March  on  Wash¬ 
ington,  the  elections,  and  now  the  sad  news  of 
David  Brill’s  death.  But  I  would  still  like  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  “ Gay  Community  News”  includes  that 
community  of  lesbians  with  children  as  one  of  its 
priorities. 

Gia  Berkman 
Lesbians  with  Children  Support  Group 
Women’s  Center 
46  Pleasant  Street 
Cambridge,  MA 


cedures.  The  prisoner  is  allowed  to  call  inmates 
as  witnesses  at  disciplinary  hearings,  but  in  eight 
years,  I  was  never  found  “not  guilty”  —  the 
committee  ignores  the  witnesses. 

However  the  Oregon  appeals  court  ruled  in 
Palaia  v.  Oregon  State  Penitentiary,  597  P.2d 
832  (Ore.App.,  1979)  and  Nicklin  v.  Oregon 
State  Corrections  Inst.,  593  P.2d  268  (Ore.App., 
1979)  that  if  the  inmate  requests  it,  the  prison 
must  investigate  the  rule  violations  and  talk  to  all 
prison  officials  and  guards  who  are  witnesses. 

This  will  have  tremendous  impact  because  the 
inmate  will  now  be  able  to  have  a  complete 
investigation  made  of  each  violation  report  — 
because  then  it  will  be  much  less  likely  for  a 
guard  to  issue  a  false  violation  report  on  an 
inmate  the  guard  may  not  like  (especially  gays, 
blacks,  and  other  minorities). 

Now  I  will  be  glad  to  help  any  inmates  — 
straight  or  gay  —  who  want  more  facts.  We 
would  also  like  to  ask  citizens  to  support  us  by 
sending  postage  stamps  to  me  (no  money,  please) 
to  help  us  who  are  in  protective  custody  mail  our 
legal  work  to  courts. 

Last  of  all,  many  of  the  lesbians  in  prison,  like 
me,  want  to  get  pen  pals  to  write  to  before  we  are 
released. 

In  Sisterhood, 

Clovia  Green 
Reg.  No.  27914 
Box  900 

Jefferson  City,  MO  65102 


NEWS  EDITOR 

Gay  Community  News  is  accepting 
applications  for  the  position  of  News 
Editor.  News  writing  and  editing 
skills  needed  as  well  as  a  commitment 
to  feminism  and  social  change.  Open¬ 
ing  March  1.  Please  send  resume  to 
Richard  Burns,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
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•Speaking  Out' 
Questions  re  Brill’s 
Death  and  Police 
Penetration  of  Our 
Community 


By  Shannon  Austin,  Chris  Garten,  Mitzel,  Mike  Riegle,  Tom  Reeves,  Michael  Thompson, 

Charley  Shively  and  Maya  Silverthome 

The  death  of  Gay  Community  News  political  writer  David  Brill  (Nov.  15,  1979)  has 
been  ruled  a  suicide  by  the  Suffolk  County  (Mass.)  Medical  Examiner .  Yet  rumors  about 
Brill’s  activities  prior  to  his  death,  as  well  as  the  manner  of  his  end,  persist  in  our 
community. 

The  Fag  Rag  Collective  is  concerned  with  matters  raised  by  Brill’s  unexpected  death. 
Several  FagRaggtxs  have  long  been  critical  of  Brill’s  eager  cooperation  with  politicians  and 
police.  Though  David  Brill  shared  our  concern  over  the  intensifying  violence  (institutional 
as  well  as  physical)  against  homosexuals,  unlike  us  he  argued  that  gays  should  cooperate 
with  police  in  matters  affecting  our  public  safety.  He  failed  to  understand  the  contradiction 
in  this  argument  —  that  so  much  of  the  violence  against  gay  men  in  particular  still  comes  at 
the  hands  of  the  police.  Even  though  Brill  could  vehemently  denounce  specific  instances  of 
police  homophobia  and  corruption,  his  advocacy,  in  effect,  resulted  in  diffusing  our  basic 
instinct  which  is  to  distrust  the  police  and  courts  as  long  as  we  remain  proscribed,  by  law., 
as  a  criminal  class. 

In  several  actions  where  FagRaggexs  were  personally  involved  (particularly  in  our 
work  with  the  Boston/Boise  Committee),  Brill  provided  sensitive  information  about  our 
activities  to  police.  Such  intervention  revealed  Brill’s  identification  with  authority  and  his 
inadequate  understanding  of  how  to  change  the  condition  of  those  without  power. 

Questions  raised  by  events  after  Brill’s  death  go  to  the  core  of  what  we  see  gay  libera¬ 
tion  being  all  about.  When,  for  example,  is  cooperation  with  city  and  state  official  bene¬ 
ficial  to  gay  persons  in  general?  And  when  is  such  cooperation  harmful?  To  whom  does 
information  (like  that  given  Brill  by  his  many  sources)  belong?  Under  what  set  of  circum¬ 
stances  (everyday?  extraordinary?  duress?)  should  gay  persons  breach  the  implied 
confidence  we  have  with  each  other  and  turn  to  the  police?  Though  raised  by  Brill’s  death 
specifically,  these  issues  are  present  throughout  our  entire  community.  For  example.  Brill’s 
private  files  were  removed  from  the  office  of  the  Gay  Community  News  (where  he  worked 
as  a  paid  staff  writer).  These  files  contained  correspondence,  clippings,  raw  information 
from  confidential  sources,  memos  on  reports  of  police  brutality,  etc.  All  these  files  were 
turned  over  to  a  Boston  City  official  who  in  turn  gave  them  to  the  local  police.  The  removal 
of  these  files  (which  were  property  of  GCN)  was  not  approved  by  the  staff  or  managing 
board  of  the  Gay  Community  News.  When  asked  why  he  took  them,  the  gay  activist  friend 
of  Brill  remarked:  “This  was  David’s  wish  in  case  anything  ever  happened  to  him.”  We 
condemn  this  giving  over  of  files  to  police  as  an  outrage.  It  violates  the  long  tradition  of  a 
free  press,  a  tradition  particularly  important  to  us  as  gay  organizers.  It  violates  the  confi¬ 
dentiality  and  trust  by  which  we  work  with  each  other.  No  index  was  made  of  Brill’s  files 
prior  to  their  being  removed  from  GCN;  needless  to  say  we  have  no  idea  if  they  were 
returned' intact.  >h  ■•or.  b.ti  OR  Wy^n'  Ktft  5RTBW!  ^‘nV-  v'r  v -A vnn  v.Sfto 

Giving  such  files  to  police  demonstrates  a  deplorable  lack  of  understanding  of  the  gay 
struggle  and  resistance.  The  motives  of  those  who  engaged  in  this  action  need  to  be 
examined.  Fag  Rag  has,  over  the  years,  repeated  insisted  that  the  strength  of  the  gay  and 
lesbian  community  is  in  the  community  itself,  not  in  any  effort  to  negotiate  or  barter  the 
strength  of  the  community  to  existing  (and  usually  corrupt)  powers  for  personal 
recognition  or  favors. 

Many  of  Brill’s  friends  continue  to  think  he  was  murdered  and  ask  who  killed  him. 
For  the  last  year  and  a  half.  Brill  had  been  working  with  police  and  others  on  the  investiga¬ 
tion  of  the  homicide  of  Dale  Barbre.  Police  in  several  jurisdictions  (as  well  as  three  county 


grand  juries)  have  been  unable  to  get  any  substantial  lead  in  the  murder  of  Barbre.  Police 
suspicion  from  the  beginning  has  centered  around  a  man  who  was  one  of  two  dozen  men 
indicted  in  Suffolk  County’s  notorious  (and  non-existent)  “Revere  Sex  Ring.”  This  man, 
like  many  of  the  others  caught  up  in  this  entrapment,  was  completely  vindicated  regarding 
the  sex  charges.  Yet  the  police  are  still  out  to  get  him.  Harassment  by  several  police 
detectives  and  a  District  Attorney  has  reached  such  a  point  that  this  man  has  filed  a  $2 
million  civil  damages  suit  in  Federal  District  Court  against  these  police  and  District 
Attorney.  In  the  suit,  he  lists  police  actions  used  against  him:  forced  searches  of  his  home 
and  office  at  gunpoint,  random  seizure  of  his  private  property,  physical  assaults  on  guest 
and  residents  in  his  home,  illegal  wiretapping,  intimidation  of  friends  from  other  states  in 
order  to  implicate  him  in  alleged  criminal  activity,  and  over  18  months  of  rumor¬ 
mongering  and  unsubstantiated  leaks  to  local  media. 

From  discussions  with  people  involved  in  these  activities,  we  at  the  Fag  Rag  are  con¬ 
vinced  that,  no  matter  the  severity  of  the  charges  alleged  in  these  ongoing  police  investiga¬ 
tions,  there  is  ample  evidence  of  continued  abuse  of  official  power  and  violations  by  over- 
zealous  police.  This  is  a  pattern  of  official  conduct  all  too  familiar  to  the  gay  community  in 
this  city  and  in  this  state.  In  the  past  two  years,  we  have  endured  unparalleled  official 
attacks  on  homosexual  persons.  Police  abuse  and  strong-arm  tactics  are  a  scandal  in 
Massachusetts,  and  they  are,  in  many  cases,  what  prevent  gay  people  from  getting  equity 
through  the  existing  legal  system. 

It  is  to  David  Brill’s  discredit  that  he  allowed  himself  —  a  long-time  activist  in  the  gay 
community  and  a  paid  staff  writer  for  a  gay  liberation  newspaper  —  to  use  his  extensive 
news  sources  and  solid  standing  in  the  community  to  participate  in  what  appears  to  be  at 
this  time  a  well-organized  police  entrapment  of  a  gay  man  whom  many  are  eager  to  indict 
and  imprison.  Since  Brill’s  poisoning,  the  local  Hearst  daily,  and  other  newspapers  in  the 
area,  have  used  Brill’s  death  to  continue  to  fuel  police-inspired  speculation  about  the  man 
marked  for  entrapment. 

Fag  Rag  has  been  involved  in  enough  actions  against  the  establishiment  press  and 
police  to  understand  what  is  happening:  when  District  Attorneys  and  police  cannot  get 
“evidence”  to  arrest  and  cqnvict,  they  create  a  “climate”  of  fear  and  suspicion  through 
press  sensationalism  and  police  rumor-mongering  which  then  allows  them  to  get  at  those 
marked  for  arrest.  At  this  moment,  we  suspect  they  are  fabricating  an  alleged  ” Homosex¬ 
ual-Torture-Murder-Ring,  ”  and  they  are  linking  it  right  now,  through  rumors,  to  drug¬ 
dealing,  white-slaving  and  kiddie  porn. 

Questions  about  David  Brill’s  death  will  likely  remain  unanswered.  We  at  the  Fag  Rag 
remain  concerned,  however,  that  Brill’s  unfortunate  attraction  to  straight  power  bases 
(police,  Hearst  press,  and  corrupt  politicians)  got  him  swept  up,  along  with  a  few  like- 
minded  persons  in  Boston,  in  a  police  set-up  which,  when  it  snaps  shut  on  its  victim(s),  will 
lead  to  trauma,  fear,  divisiveness  and  accusations  within  the  gay  community  at  large. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN  readers.  It  is  part  of  our 
continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage 
you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to 
respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out” 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write 
c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


life  and  spirit 

Dear  Editor: 

In  response  to  Abby  Whitman  ( GCN  Dec.  8) 
who  asks  of  our  Metropolitan  Community 
Church:  “Do  we  consider  Christianity  ‘The 
Way’  or  ‘a  way’  of  understanding  Life  and  Spir¬ 
itual  matters?” 

As  this  is  a  theological  type  of  question,  and  as 
MCC  is  an  ecumenical  Christian  church  —  which 
has  no  dogmatic  theological  position,  except  in 
basic  Christian  teaching  as  laid  down  by  Christ 
himself,  one  would  probably  receive  as  many  dif¬ 
ferent  views  on  this  subject  as  we  have  members. 

Naturally,  one  would  assume  that  if  a  person 
did  not  accept  the  verity  of  one’s  own  religion, 
then  one  would  not  be  a  member  in  the  first 
place;  Muslims  believe  in  the  truth  of  Islam, 
hence  look  to  no  other  religion  for  guidance, 
Buddhists,  Hindus,  etc.  do  the  same,  and  so  it  is 
with  Christians. 

As  a  Christian,  who  has  experienced  the 
powerful  presence  of  Jesus  Christ  in  my  life,  who 
has  seen  with  my  own  eyes  the  healing  of  terrible 
diseases  by  simply  calling  upon  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ,  who  has  witnessed theremarkable  changes 
occuring  in  the  lifestyles  of  members  of  my 
congregation  in  MCC  (remaining  gay  of  course, 
but  beautifully  “transformed”  into  something 
really  positive),  I  can  say,  for  myself,  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  most  definitely  The  Way.  Remember 
that  Christ  and  Christianity  may  not  always  be 
the  same  thing;  e.g.  Jerry  Falwell  talks 
“Christianity”  but  practices  hatred  against  gays, 
which  is  diametrically  opposed  to  what  Jesus 
really  taught. 

However,  who  is  to  say  that  the  power  of  God 
cannot  also  influence  the  goodness  in  other,  non- 
Christian  religions?  St.  Augustine  in  fact  once 
expressed  the  view  that  the  Holy  Spirit  was  the 
inspirer  of  all  religions,  all  that  was  positive  and 
good  in  them,  and  that  Christianity  was  the 
crowning  of  that  inspiration. 

The  teaching  of  total  love  for  God,  and  total 
love  for  humankind  is  unique  to  Christianity, 
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and  appears  to  be  a  “completion”  of  the  older 
religions’  idea  of  placating  the  Deity  and  respect¬ 
ing  one’s  neighbor,  and/or  her/his  property 
rights. 

Human  and  animal  sacrifice  was  curtailed  by 
the  more  “evolved”  Christian  religion  —  God 
was  no  longer  to  be  placated  in  fear,  but  was  to 
be  served  in  love,  and  this  service  would  extend 
to  our  fellow  human  beings. 

To  a  non-Christian  who  has  never  experienced 
but  only  observed  the  externals  of  Christianity,  it 
appears  to  be  merely  another  spiritual  system, 
but  to  a  person  who  has  left  one  of  the  other 
religions  and  embraced  the  Christian  faith,  it  is 
most  definitely  The  Way,  and  all  else  pales  to 
insignificance.  So,  in  essence  the  answer  is 
relative:  to  a  Christian  it  is  The  Way;  to  another 
it  is  merely  a  way,  like  any  other. 

Rev.  S.J.  Harris 
Coordinator,  Church  Extension 
Universal  Fellowship  of 
Metropolitan  Community  Churches 
Auckland,  New  Zealand 

on  the  way 

Dear  GCN, 

Let  me  take  this  time  to  thank  you  for  your 
excellent  publication,  I  read  it  cover  to  cover.  I 
especially  enjoy  “Community  Voices”  and 
“News  Notes.” 

I  would  also  like  to  answer  one  question  posed 
in  “Community  Voices.”  As  a  Christian,-' I 
would  consider  Christianity  a  way,  not  the  way. 
Everyone  is  well  on  their  respective  ways  into 
that  happiness  they  desire.  Again,  much  thanks. 

Sincerely 

Bruce  A.  Smith 
Fennville,  MI 


we  need  writers  staff  of  millions 


Dear  Friends: 

We  have  been  reading  and  enjoying  your  paper 
for  well  over  a  year  now.  Please  continue  to 
publish  this  excellent  paper. 

As  you  may  suspect,  we  write  to  express  our 
concern  about  the  coverage  your  paper  has  not 
given  to  what  we  consider  major  events  in  the 
homophile  community. 

First,  the  recent  L.A.  banquet  for  the  Gay 
Center  honoring  Shelly  Andelson  was  a  very 
major  event  in  the  gay  world.  For  the  very  first 
time  anywhere,  850  persons  paid  $150  a  plate  for 
a  gay  cause.  The  principal  speakers  and  attendees 
were  almost  a  who's  who  of  politicos  and  gays. 
We  did  not  attend,  but  have  heard  much  about  it 
from  others.  Surely  this  event  deserves  more 
than  a  brief  notice.  How  about  an  article  on  the 
affair,  including  Ms.  Lillian? 

Second,  the  announcement  of  the  formation 
of  the  Mariposa  Research  and  Education  Foun¬ 
dation  with  a  star-studded  list  of  sex  researchers 
and  civil  liberty  supporters  deserves  an  article 
too.  Admittedly,  we  are  on  the  Board  of 
Directors  and  proud  of  that  fact  because  of  the 
importance  of  the  work.  How  about  an  article  on 
Mariposa? 

We  recognize  the  financial  and  personnel 
limitations  of  your  endeavors.  We  shall  continue 
to  give  our  support  to  you  with  unabated 
enthusiasm. 

Sincerely, 

David  P.  McWhirter,  M.D. 

Andrew  M.  Mattison,  M.S.W.,  Ph.D. 

Clinical  Institute  forHuman  Relationships 
San  Diego,  CA 


Dear  People, 

Since  I  first  started  reading  GCN  I  have  seen 
many  letters  on  this  page  complaining  about 
inadequate  coverage  or  non-coverage  of  events  in 
the  gay  community.  It  amazes  me  that  so  many 
people  could  be  so  naive  about  the  workings  of 
this  paper. 

GCN  is  not  published  by  a  huge  conglomerate 
occupying  a  skyscraper  and  employing  a  staff  of 
thousands.  It  is  put  together  by  a  small  group  of 
dedicated  workers,  most  of  them  unpaid,  the  rest 
paid  poorly.  This  staff  cannot  be  expected  to 
cover  every  event  in  the  gay  community.  The 
paid  staff  must  concentrate  on  getting  the  main 
events  of  the  week  into  the  only  gay  newsweekly 
in  the  U.S.,  and  the  unpaid  workers  to  some  ex¬ 
tent  naturally  follow  their  own  interests  in  the 
news  they  cover.  The  amount  of  investigative 
reporting  the  paper  can  do  is  limited  by  available 
funds,  which  are  slight,  and  location  of  active 
reporters,  which  is  mostly  Boston  and  the  other 
major  gay  centers. 

GCN  has  a  potential  staff  of  millions. 
Everyone  who  is  gay  can  volunteer  his  or  her  ef¬ 
forts  to  improving  the  paper’s  coverage  of  our 
community.  The  Community  Voices  page  is  one 
step  in  this  direction.  But  we  can  do  more,  by 
offering  our  services  as  reporters  on  events  in  the 
far  reaches  of  the  gay  world  where  we  may  live  or 
travel,  and  on  activities  within  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty  in  which  we  take  part. 

Until  we  make  that  contribution  ourselves,  we 
have  no  business  criticizing  the  limitations  of 
others’  efforts. 

Rob  Schmieder 
Boston,  MA 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community  Voices”.  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters  should  be 
typed  and  double-spaced.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published,  but  names  will  be 
withheld  upon  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Community  Voices,  GCN ,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


Feinstein,  Britt  Win 


Continued  from  page  1 
visorial  contest,  Nancy  Walker, 
considered  the  underdog  in  the 
race,  defeated  Lee  Dolson  with  53 
percent  of  the  vote  to  Dolson’s  47 
percent.  Kyper  said  Walker  had 
“a  lot  of  gay  support,  even 
though  the  local  gay  newspapers 
had  endorsed  Dolson  .  .  .  who  is  a 
very  conservative  Republican.” 

In  the  controversial  race  for  the 
supervisor’s  seat  in  District  Five, 
incumbent  Harry  Britt  garnered 
11,813  votes,  or  54  percent  of  the 
total,  while  Terence  Hallinan,  the 
challenger,  drew  9,980,  or  46  per¬ 
cent.  Kyper  said  that  Hallinan 
came  to  Britt’s  campaign  head¬ 
quarters  to  give  “a  very  graceful 
concession  statement.”  Britt’s 
mood  was  described  as  “ecstatic, 
just  as  everybody  else  was.” 

Since  the  Nov.  6  general  elec¬ 
tion,  Kyper  said,  Britt  and  Hal¬ 
linan  have  both  been  “wooing 
Kay  Pachtner,”  who  placed  third 
in  November,  “but  she  basically 
made  no  endorsement  in  the  race. 


Most  of  her  vote  seems  to  have 
gone  to  Britt,  or  if  people  didn’t 
vote  for  Britt,  they  just  didn’t 
vote.” 

“Hallinan  seems  to  have 
picked  up  votes  from  [Leonard] 
Matlovich  and  [Kevin]  Wads¬ 
worth,  both  of  whom  endorsed 
him,  but  he  didn’t  seem  to  get 
much  more  than  his  November 
total,”  Kyper  said. 

As  the  elected  supervisor  who 
tallied  the  highest  number  of 
votes,  the  conventional  wisdom  is 
that  Britt  is  a  shoo-in  for  the 
presidency  of  the  Board  of  Super¬ 
visors. 

Kyper  expressed  his  opinion 
that  “the  major  disappointment 
of  the  election  was  the  loss  of 
Gordon  Lau  in  District  One.  He 
was  the  only  Asian-American  on 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  and  he 
was  defeated  by  a  margin  of  54-46 
percent.  He  was  a  liberal  running 
in  a  conservative  district.”  Lau 
was  defeated  by  Ed  Lawson, 


Mike  Hennessey  will  take  office  as 
Sheriff  in  January. 


whom  Kyper  termed  “a  very  con¬ 
servative  pro-big  business  down¬ 
town  type.” 


“4>id  You  See? 

Army  Denies 
Gay  Rights 


The  following  appeared  as  the 
lead  editorial  in  The  Michigan 
Daily,  edited  and  managed  by  stu¬ 
dents  at  the  University  of  Michi¬ 
gan.  It  appeared  on  Sunday,  Nov. 
4  and  was  submitted  by  a  GCN 
reader  in  the  area. 

A  long-standing  policy  of  the 
U.S.  Army  holds  that  service  in 
the  military  is  incompatible  with 
homosexual  orientation.  Aside 
from  being  out-dated  and  based 
on  archaic  values,  that  policy 
needlessly  discriminates  against 
the  segment  of  society  still  bla¬ 
tantly  subject  to  discrimination  — 
the  homosexual  community. 

As  a  result,  Private  First  Class 
Roger  Cutsinger,  an  Army  clerk- 
typist  for  two  years,  was  suddenly 
deemed  unfit  for  military  service. 
Nothing  in  his  record  in  that  two 
year  time  led  to  the  decision  to  dis¬ 
charge  Cutsinger  a  year  ahead  of 
time.  No  one  questioned  Cut- 
singer’s  qualifications,  dedica¬ 
tion,  or  ability.  He  was  kicked  out 
of  the  Army  for  the  sole  reason 
that  he  was  a  homosexual,  and  he 
chose  to  admit  it. 

That  Cutsinger  was  discharged 
only  after  admitting  he  was  gay 
in  itself  underscores  the  irony  of 
his  case.  Cutsinger  admitted  his 
own  homosexuality  after  two 
years  in  the  service  only  in  an 
attempt  to  help  a  homosexual 
friend  enlist.  All  Cutsinger  was 
trying  to  do  in  his  admission  was 
to  make  himself  the  case-study,  to 
tell  the  Army,  in  essence,  “Hey, 
I’m  gay  and  I’ve  turned  out  all 
right.” 

The  Army  could  have  looked  at 
Cutsinger  as  an  example  of  a  good 
soldier  who  had  proven  himself  in 
his  record,  and  who  also 


happened  to  be  a  homosexual. 
That  view  might  have  led  to  a  re- 
evaluation  of  the  current  discri¬ 
minatory  policy.  That  view  might 
have  led  the  Army  brass  to  con¬ 
clude  that  homosexuality  does  not 
affect  a  soldier’s  performance, 
with  Cutsinger  as  the  case-in¬ 
point.  That’s  what  Cutsinger  was 
hoping  for. 

But  instead,  the  Army  chose  to 
seize  on  Cutsinger’s  admission  of 
homosexuality  and  use  it  to  throw 
him  out  of  the  military.  Cut- 
singer’s  admission,  a  true  act  of 
bravado  to  aid  a  homosexual 
friend  and  all  homosexuals  in  the 
military,  was  suddenly  turned 
against  him,  and  he  was  con¬ 
fronted  with  the  sad  realization 
that  even  in  this  supposedly  in¬ 
tellectual  and  modem  society,  old 
taboos  and  senseless  discrimina¬ 
tory  values  still  outweigh  reason¬ 
ableness  and  rationality. 

Despite  all  the  talk  of  a;  greater 
tolerance  in  this  decade,  homo¬ 
phobia  —  the  senseless  fear  of  gay 
persons  -A  is  still  as  prevalent  as 
ever.  The  Army’s  explicit  policy 
of  banning  gays  from  the  military 
is  a  throwback  to  these  old  un¬ 
grounded  fears,  as  such  discrimi¬ 
nation  comes  from  the  same  men¬ 
tality  that  brought  us  the  Salem 
witch  hunts  and  the  1950s  Red 
Scare.  The  only  difference  with 
fear  and  discrimination  against 
homosexuals  is  that  it  is  not  a 
passing  trend  of  any  given  decade, 
and,  with  attitudes  like  those  in¬ 
fluencing  the  policy  of  the  U.S. 

Army  —  the  institution  that  broke 
the  color  barrier  in  the  1950s  by 
integrating  soldiers  —  prospects 
for  homosexuals  unfortunately 
still  look  bleak. 


The  Brill  Files 


Continued  from  Page  3 
its  perpetrators  should  not  go  un¬ 
reprimanded.”  He  advised  the 
pro-drag  queens  to  “grow  up.” 

In  another  instance,  back  in 
1975,  Brill  took  to  task  those  who 
had  denounced  Leonard  Mat¬ 
lovich  at  the  Gay  Academic  Union 
conference  that  fall.  Brill  wrote: 
“Who  are  gay  heroes,  and  why 
are  we  more  willing  to  defend 


some  over  others?  No  one  staged  a 
gay  picketing  of  Susan  Saxe  out¬ 
side  her  trial,  even  though  she  has 
done  more  harm,  I  believe,  to  the 
progress  of  the  national 
movement  in  recent  months  than 
anyone  around.”  Brill  had  missed 
the  ’60s.  In  so  many  of  his  opin¬ 
ions,  he  seemed  a  throwback  to 
the  respectable  “homophile  con¬ 
servatism”  of  the  1950s.  Odd  for 
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one  so  young. 

On  the  issue  of  boy-love  and  the 
“sex  ring  ”  scandal,  Brill  was 
quiet  except  for  using  the  anti-gay 
witch-hunt  to  identify  the  decent 
pols  on  the  broader  issue  of  com¬ 
petence  in  government  (Barney 
Frank,  Chris  Iannella)  and  the 
gross  incompetents  and  male¬ 
factors  (Garrett  Byrne,  Walter 
McLaughlin,  etc.). 


Surveying  Brill’s  huge  file  of 
work  for  GCN,  it  becomes  clear 
that  he  avoided  analysis  of  issues 
and  dealt  with  gay  issues  as  they 
affected  persons  in  power.  Even 
his  famous  spat  with  Elaine  Noble 
was  more  personal  than  ideolog¬ 
ical.  It  is  a  well-known  occupation 
al  hazard  of  reporting  (court¬ 
house,  police,  State  House)  that 
journalists  come  to  share  the 


values  of  those  they  write  about.  I 
think  Brill  suffered  this  fate,  par¬ 
ticularly  so  in  the  past  two  years. 

Curiously,  in  all  his  writing  for 
the  gay  press,  his  lengthiest  piece, 
as  well  as  his  most  introspective, 
was  not  about  pols,  legislation  or 
contested  licenses;  it  was  his  GCN 
essay  on  suicide. 
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Tsongas 
Introduces 
Gay  Legislation 


tors  and  by  forwarding  documen¬ 
tation  of  such  discrimination  to 
the  Gay  Rights  National  Lobby; 
to  meet  with  Senators  when  they 
are  in  their  home  state  offices,  as 
such  direct  lobbying  tactics  “will 
have  a  major  impact;”  and  to 
build  support  for  the  bill  within 
their  home  states  by  lobbying 
community,  religious,  and  politi¬ 
cal  leaders  and  organizations  in 
search  of  an  endorsement  of  non¬ 
discrimination  legislation. 

“Our  ability  to  advance  na¬ 
tional  lesbian/gay  civil  rights 
legislation  is  directly  related  to  the 
cooperation  and  communication 
we  maintain  with  grass  roots  activ¬ 


ists  around  the  country,”  Endean 
said. 

“The  Civil  Rights  Act  already 
bans  job  discrimination  based  on 
gender,  race,  religion,  creed,  or 
national  origin,”  Tsongas  said. 
“As  a  matter  of  consistency  and 
simple  justice,  we  should  not  al¬ 
low  discrimination  in  employment 
based  on  sexual  orientation.  .  .  . 
The  issue  is  simple.  Every  Ameri¬ 
can  must  have  an  equal  right  to  a 
job  based  on  his  or  her  ability. 
Sexual  orientation  is  essentially  a 
private  matter  that  should  have 
nothing  to  do  with  job  perform¬ 
ance.  Despite  the  issue’s  sensitiv¬ 
ity,  it  is  fundamentally  a  matter  of 
equal  rights  under  the  law.” 


Laxalt 

Bill 

Introduced 


Continued  from  Page  1 
groups  believe. 

Laxalt,  who  is  co-chair  of  the 
presidential  campaign  of  former 
California  governor  Ronald 
Reagan,  is  considered  one  of  the 
Senate’s  leading  voices  for  conser¬ 
vative  causes.  His  “Family 
Protection  Act”  also  calls  for  the 
return  of  prayer  to  the  nation’s 
schools,  right-to-work  provisions 
for  teachers,  the  prohibition  of 
“sex-intermingling  in  sports,” 
and  the  prohibition  of  legal  ser¬ 
vices  funds  from  being  used  for 
school  desegregation. 

In  a  letter  prepared  for 
members  of  the  Senate,  GRNL 
stated,  “We  have  a  fundamental 
disagreement  with  the  premises  on 
which  the  ‘Family  Protection  Act’ 
is  based.  If  bills  such  as  this, 
which  attempt  to  artificially  regu¬ 
late  and  enforce  a  narrowly  de¬ 
fined  traditional  family  life,  are 
necessary,  perhaps  the  family  is  in 
more  danger  than  we  had 
thought.  Surely  the  institution  of 
the  family  is  not  so  weak  that  we 
must  deny  justice  and  basic  civil 
rights  to  groups  in  our  society  in 
order  to  ensure  its  survival.” 

A  “Concept  Summary”  of  the 
points  of  Laxalt ’s  bill  prepared  by 
his  office  indicates  three  concepts 
which  are  directly  relevant  to 
lesbian  and  gay  civil  rights: 


Concept  36:  This  prohibits  legal 
services  funds  for  homosexual 
rights  litigation. 

Concept  37:  This  section  for¬ 
bids  allocation  of  federal  funds 
under  any  authority  from  being 
awarded  to  any  organization, 
group,  or  other  entity  which  ad¬ 
vocates  homosexuality,  or  pre¬ 
sents  homosexuality  as  an  accep¬ 
table  alternative  lifestyle. 

Concept  38:  This  provision 
would  write  into  law  a  statement 
that  discrimination  against  de¬ 
clared  homosexuals  would  never 
be  considered  an  ‘unlawful  em¬ 
ployment  practice.’ 

Concept  38  of  Laxalt’s  bill  is 
strikingly  similar  to  a  point  of 
McDonald’s  HCR  166  which 
seeks  to  convey  “the  sense  of 
Congress  .  .  .  that  homosexual 
acts  and  the  class  of  individuals 
who  advocate  such  conduct  shall 
never  receive  special  consideration 
of  a  protected  status  under  law.” 

GRNL  urged  that  “supporters 
of  basic  justice”  respond  to 
Laxalt’s  bill  by  writing  their 
Senators  to  express  opposition  to 
it  and  by  circulating  petitions 
which  urge  opposition  to  the 
“Family  Protection  Act.”  Copies 
of  letters  and  any  petitions  which 
are  circulated  should  be  sent  to 
GRNL  at  1606  17th  St.  N.W., 
Washington,  DC  20009. 
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Anthropologist  Talks 


Continued  from  Page  3 
pological  Association  to  at  least 
not  deal  with  the  issue  of  homo¬ 
sexuality,”  Fitzgerald  told  GCN, 
“and  I  think  that  as  anthropolo¬ 
gists  who  are  trained  to  be  more 
objective  and  more  enlightened 
about  all  sorts  of  human  issues, 
that  this  is  blatant  discrimination, 
and  I  think  it  should  be  stopped  as 
soon  as  possible. 

“In  the  past  three  years  we  have 
been  able  to  develop  a  subgroup 
devoted  to  raising  consciousness 
in  this  area,  open  to  anyone  inter¬ 
ested  in  human  sexuality,  and  re¬ 
search  into  homosexuality  in  par¬ 
ticular.  But  the  Association  is  still 
skittish  about  it,”  Fitzgerald  said. 

“(The  Association]  has  not  re¬ 
cognized  gay  issues  for  many 
years,  and  for  about  ten  years,  a 
very  small  group  of  people  has 
been  trying  to  get  homosexuality 
recognized  as  a  legitimate  area  of 
anthropological  research,”  he 
said,  noting  “a  lot  of  personal 
tragedy  among  people  in  the  small 
movement.  There  has  been  one 
suicide,  and  two  or  three  people 
who  lost  jobs  in  the  process.” 

Fitzgerald  is  hopeful  that  his 
new  “humansexual”  subgroup 
will  make  progress  in  the  national 
group  just  as  he  thinks  he  helped 
Finnish  gay  activists  make  some 
gains  during  his  research. 

Finland  chosen  as  test  case 

“While  I  was  there,  the  United 
Nations  chose  Finland  as  a  test 
case  on  human  rights.  The  govern¬ 


ment  reported  that  it  had  a  perfect 
record,  so  I  helped  gay  activists 
write  gay  groups  all  over  the  world 
urging  an  investigation.  I  think 
the  government  got  scared, 
because  there  was  no  legal 
challenge  to  a  television  show 
about  gay  couples  at  that  time, 
when  earlier  a  radio  station  had 
been  taken  off  the  air  for  its  show 
about  homosexuals,”  he  told  the 
GAU  group.  “I  feel  I  got  to  parti¬ 
cipate  in  a  national  scandal.” 

The  professor  said  gay  groups 
around  the  world  will  protest  in 
front  of  Finnish  embassies  until 
the  law  barring  public  discussion 
is  repealed. 

Fitzgerald  was  asked  to 
compare  sexual  attitudes  in  Scan¬ 
dinavia  to  those  in  the  U.S. 
“Sweden  is  a  hell  of  a  lot  more 
liberated  than  anywhere  I’m  fam¬ 
iliar  with  in  America,  even  San 
Francisco,  especially  in  assump¬ 
tions  Swedes  make  about  human 
rights  and  relationships,”  Fitz¬ 
gerald  said.  “North  Carolina  is 
still  more  repressive  than  Finland 
in  terms  of  legal  status  and  social 
acceptance.  But  each  country  has 
its  strengths  and  weaknesses.  .  .” 

While  Americans  know  little 
about  gay  life  in  other  countries, 
he  pointed  out,  Scandinavians 
follow  gay  liberation  in  this 
country.  Swedes  didn’t  take  Anita 
Bryant’s  campaign  against  homo¬ 
sexuality  seriously,  he  said,  but 
they  devoted  a  lot  of  discussion  to 
California  State  Sen.  John  Briggs, 


who  wanted  school  boards  to  fire 
lesbian  and  gay  teachers  and  their 
supporters. 

Self-help  groups  as  vehicles 

Fitzgerald  told  the  GAU  group 
(which  was  organized  by  Dr. 
Ron  Federico  of  the  UC  Social 
Work  Department)  that  self-help 
groups  primarily  aid  individuals, 
but  could  have  an  impact  on 
larger  society,  and  be  a  “vehicle 
for  change.” 

“They  give  participants  a  sense 
of  identity,  community,  and  pur¬ 
pose  —  a  real  alternative  to  bars. 
And  if  others  will  listen,  an  educa¬ 
tional  framework  can  develop 
where  some  of  the  stereotypes, 
attitudes,  and  values  that  people 
have  about  ‘typical  gay  persons’ 
can  be  broken  down.  They’ll  learn 
that  there’s  no  such  thing  as  a 
‘typical  homosexual.’  And  hope¬ 
fully  self-help  groups  move 
broader  society  to  acquire  more 
enlightened  attitudes  towards  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men.” 

He  said  there  are  many  more 
gay  self-help  groups  in  America 
than  abroad  because  traditional 
social  services  here  have  ignored 
gays.  “When  society  fails  to  care, 
people  will  Fight  back,  putting 
nurturance  back  into  the  social 
atmosphere.  Lesbians  and  gay 
men  have  discovered  that  there  is 
strength  in  peers  in  action 
together.  Self-help  groups  will 
nourish  in  areas  of  isolation  and 
alienation.” 


Monday-Friday:  9-10 
Saturday:  9-7 
Sunday:  12-6 
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Note:  Any  resemblances  to  events 
or  people  in  real  life  is  purely  acci¬ 
dental.  I  have  freely  invented  and 
exaggerated  to  make  my  point, 
which  is  not  about  any  particular 
Thanksgiving,  but  about  the  feel¬ 
ing  for  many  of  us,  of  Thanks¬ 
givings  in  general .  .  .  and  Christ- 
masses  .  .  .  and  Hanukahs  ...  I 
invite  your  responses  to  this  arti¬ 
cle.  Yes?  No?  Any  solutions? 


By  A  ndrea  L  oe  wenstein 

‘Write  about  your  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing,”  she  had  suggested  to  her  stu¬ 
dents.  “Take  notes.”  Now  it  is 
Sunday  night ,  and  the  endless 
weekend  is  over.  She  is  back  in  her 
own  apartment  again,  listening  to 
medieval  music  as  she  types.  She 
decides  to  do  her  own  assignment. 
•She  has  told  her  students  to  be 
specific;  but  already  her  weekend 
does  not  feel  specific.  Instead,  it 
feels  like  a  blur;  a  blur  of  babies 
and  young  married  couples.  And 
there  seem  to  be  eVen  more  than 
there  actually  were,  because  of  her 
dreams.  Falling  asleep  has  been 
like  tuning  in  to  an  ongoing  TV 
series,  “Scenes  in  the  Life  of 
Babies  and  young  Married 
Couples.”  To  be  shown  around 
seven  o’clock.  Family  viewing. 

And  this,  after  she  tried  so  hard 
to  do  it  right  this  Thanksgiving! 
Her  parents  are  out  of  the  country 
this  year,  so  there  was  no  family 
dinner  to  contend  with,  no  sitting 
around  the  table  listening  to  her 
younger  sister  and  her  younger  sis¬ 
ter’s  husband  discuss  who  will 
work  what  hours  when  they  have 
their  baby,  and  will  he  be  in  the 
delivery  room.  Last  time  it  came 
up,  she  responded  by  contributing 
her  own  thoughts  about  the  sub¬ 
ject,  which  happens  to  be  one 
she’s  doing  a  lot  of  thinking 
about,  too.  Not  will  he  be  in  the 
delivery  room?”  but  having  a 
baby.  “Don’t  talk  about  it,”  her 
father  had  said.  “It  gives  me 
heartburn!’  When  she  had  per¬ 
sisted,  he  got  up  and  left  the  table. 
“But  the  poor  baby!”  her  sister 
had  continued.  “And  what  are 
you  going  to  do,  just  use  some 
poor  man?”  “Change  the  sub¬ 
ject!”  her  mother  had  demanded. 
“lmmediately!”And,  to  her 
father,  “you  can  come  back, 
now.” 

She  was  not  sorry  that  her  par¬ 
ents  were  out  of  the  country.  But 
she  is  single  this  year;  there  is  no 
lover  to  go  off  and  be  family  with, 
and  she  has  accepted  the  fact  that 
she  is  not  a  person  to  stay  happily 
alone  working  on  holidays. 
Maybe  in  another  ten  years.  Not 
yet.  So,  she  had  made  a  plan  for 
herself.  She  would  “go  home” 
with  a  friend,  also  a  single  lesbian, 
for  Thanksgiving  day  itself,  then 
would  join  her  brother,  also  sin¬ 
gle,  but  more  or  less  straight,  in 
New  York,  for  the  rest  of  the 
weekend.  A  mild  dose  of  family 
—  not  lethal,  as  it  would  not  be 
her  own,  and  then  play.  How 
could  she  go  wrong?  Her  friend, 
who  is  some  years  younger  than 


her,  and  has  only  recently  come 
out  to  her  parents,  thinks  she  can. 
“She  wanted  to  know  if  you  were 
gay,  too”  she  reports  back,  after 
calling  her  mother  to  tell  her  she’s 
bringing  a  guest.  I  said,  yes,  but 
that  we  weren’t  lovers.  Then  she 
wanted  to  know  if  we  could  sleep 
in  the  same  room.  And  if  you  were 
Jewish. 

When  they  got  there,  her 
friend’s  mother  checks  on  her 
name,  just  to  be  sure.  They  sit 
around  talking,  and  after  a  while 
she  feels  the  mother  relax,  a  little. 
It  reminds  her  of  college,  when 
gay  boys  and  boys  she  hardly 
knew  used  to  introduce  her  to 
their  mothers  on  visiting  day,  and 
they  always  looked  relieved.  It’s 
because  she  was  brought  up  to 
smile  at  adults,  ask  them  ques¬ 
tions  about  their  children,  and  say 
nice  things  about  the  food.  So 
what’s  wrong  with  her  now?  Her 
friend’s  mother  is  perfectly  nice, 
but  only  fifteen  minutes  have  gone 
by,  and  already  she’s  stopped  ask¬ 
ing,  and  can  hardly  bend  her 
mouth  into  a  smile-shape.  Maybe, 
she  decides,  it’s  because  she’s  an 
adult  herself  now,  having  turned 
thirty,  and  not  a  college  girl 
anymore. 

Luckily,  her  friend’s  sister  and 
her  baby  come  in  then,  making 
conversation  not  only  unneces¬ 
sary,  but  impossible.  The  baby 
cries.  Then  it  stops  crying.  It  tries 
to  walk.  It  tries  to  play  the  piano. 
Then  it  begins  nursing.  “Isn’t  he 
sweet?”  the  grandmotherasks  her. 
“I’ve  seen  sweeter”  she  wants  to 
answer.  “Also,  I  prefer  girls.” 
“  Very  sweet,”  she  purrs  instead, 
controlling  herself.  “And  so  ad¬ 
vanced!”  After  everyone  has 
talked  baby  for  a  long  time,  her 
friend’s  parents  exchange  looks. 
Their  youngest  daughter  and  her 
friend  are  being  very  quiet.  Per¬ 
haps  this  is  not  such  a  good  topic 
with  lesbians?  “So,  our  daughter 
tells  us  you’re  writing  a  book, ’’her 
friend’s  father  asks  her.  “What  is 
it  about,  may  we  ask?”  She  has  a 
perverse  desire  to  answer  “About 
lesbian  sex,”  even  though  this  is 
not  true.  “About  prisons”  she 
says  briefly  instead.  The  other 
question  is  about  her  teaching. 
“Yes,  very  challenging,”  she 
agrees. 

At  dinner,  the  young  mother 
talks  about  the  baby’s  extra¬ 
ordinary  development. Then,  after 
a  signal  from  his  wife,  her  friend’s 
father  switches  the  topic  to  land 
development.  “When  we  moved 
here,  there  was  just  one  house,” 
he  says.  “And  now  look.  Pretty 
soon,  all  the  land  in  the  state  will 
be  developed.”  As  soon  as  they 
can,  she  and  her  friend  go  up¬ 
stairs.  They  both  feel  terrible, 
althought  there  is  no  reason  to; 
everyone  has  been  nice.  They  get 
into  their  nightgowns,  slip  into  the 
two  white  beds.  “This  is  just  the 
way  it  looked  when  I  was  a  kid,” 
her  friend  says  gloomily. 
“Nothing  has  changed,  nothing!” 
“Are  you  two  girls  warm  enough 
up  there?”  her  friend’s  mother 
calls  up  the  stairs.  "Yes  things 


have  changed’,’  she  argues,  getting 
out  of  her  bed  and  into  her 
friend’s,  to  prove  it.  They  touch 
hands  and  feet,  glumly.  After  a 
while  they  can  hear,  through  the 
thin  wall,  the  baby  crying,  then 
sucking,  and  the  young  couple 
murmuring.  She  goes  back  to  her 
own  bed,  and  dreams  that  she  is 
married  to  her  brother  and  they 
have  a  baby  which  is  really  a  pig, 
like  in  Alice  in  Wonderland.  She  is 
trying  to  nurse  it  when  her 
grandmother  comes  into  the 
room.  “You  have  sullied  the 
memory  of  Emily  Dickinson”  she 
proclaims  mysteriously,  then 
salutes,  and  marches  out. 

Her  friend  sleeps  through  the 
baby’s  screaming  in  the  morning. 
As  her  friend  shows  signs  of 
sleeping  forever  ,  she  goes  out  for 
a  run  in  the  development.  The 
ground  feels  strangely  spongey, 
and  there  are  only  a  few,  very  pur¬ 
poseful  trees.  She  remembers  the 
father  telling  them,  last  night,  that 
it  had  been  a  swamp  before  it  was 
developed.  Trying  to  figure  out 
why  she  feels  so  sad,  she  loses  her¬ 
self  in  the  maze  of  streets.  After  a 
while,  she  has  to  start  to  walk.  She 
would  not  want  to  live  here  in  a 
million  years.  The  baby  hadn’t 
even  made  her  want  one  of  her 
own.  So  what  is  her  problem? 

On  the  train  to  New  York  she 
decides  that  if  anyone  asks  her 
questions  about  herself  for  the 
rest  of  the  weekend,  she  will 
answer,  “I  am  a  spy.  I  am  for¬ 
bidden  to  answer.”  Or,  if  it  is  a 
complete  stranger  asking,  she  will 
pretend  not  to  speak  English.  She 
wonders  if  she  is  ashamed  of  who 
she  is,  just  because  it’s  Thanks¬ 
giving. 

When  she  gets  off  the  train  she 
immediately  feels  badly  dressed, 
as  she  always  does  in  New  York. 
She  decides  that  she  desperately 
needs  a  new  pair  of  jeans.  She  has 
a  pair,  but  they  make  her  look 
bulgy.  Now  that  she  thinks  about 
it,  she  must  have  bought  Fifty 
dollars  worth  of  jeans  this  year. 
None  of  them  ever  end  up  fitting. 
She  needs  to  lose  ten  pounds,  not 
buy  another  pair  of  jeans,  but  she 
can’t  seem  to  do  it.  She  decides 
it’s  because  she’s  single  and  a  les¬ 
bian.  She  thinks  of  all  the  jeans 
lying  stiff  as  boards,  unwearable, 
in  her  closet;  the  perfect  symbol. 

She  and  her  brother  go  out  to 
eat.  As  he  talks  to  her  about  his 
problems  with  women,  she  notices 
a  few  people  sitting  alone  sending 
them  envious  looks.  “They  must 
think  we’re  a  young  couple,”  she 
realizes,  and  decides  that  Thanks¬ 
giving  may  not  be  so  great  for 
single  straights,  either. 

After  dinner,  her  brother  goes 
out  looking  and  she  stuffs  herself 
into  the  new  jeans  and  goes  to  a 
women’s  bar,  where  she  sits  on  a 
bar  stool  by  the  wall  and  looks 
around.  The  bar  seems  to  her  to 
be  full  of  unhappy  lesbians.  Next 
to  most  of  them,  she’s  thin.  She 
can’t  bear  to  look  anyone  in  the 
eye,  and  is  getting  up  to  leave, 
when  a  young  woman  with  silver 


suspenders  and  silver  eyeliner 
approaches  her.  She  talks  about 
wanting  to  be  an  accountant. 
“Listen,  I  went  home  for  Thanks¬ 
giving,  and  my  mother  said  to  me, 
“Who’s  gonna  take  care  of  you? 
You  ain’t  got  a  man  to  do  it. 
Listen,  I  had  some  friends  that 
was  involved,  you  know,  civil 
rights,  anti-war,  you  name  it.  And 
now  they’re  either  married  or 
poor!  Me,  I  can’t  afford  that,  you 
know  what  I  mean?”  She  says 
that  she  does,  and  the  young 
woman,  who  is  very  lovely, 
touches  her  hand.  “You’re  an 
English  teacher,  I  can  tell.  You 
talk  like  an  English  teacher.”  She 
is  too  tired  to  tell  her  that  no,  she 
is  a  spy.  Instead  of  answering,  she 
excuses  herself,  and  leaves. 

That  night,  she  dreams  that  she 
has  lost  her  baby.  She  goes  into  a 
bar  to  look  for  it,  and  sees  a 
puddle  of  beer  on  the  floor.  After 
a  while,  she  realizes  that  the  baby 
has  shrunk,  and  has  drowned  in 
the  puddle.  It  is  her  fault  of 
course,  for  going  to  that  kind  of 
bar. 

In  the  morning  she  concludes 
that  she  is  not  in  the  right  mood 
for  New  York,  and  gets  on  a 
Greyhound  bus.  There  are  a  lot  of 
families  on  it  with  her,  presum¬ 
ably  coming  home  from  visiting 
their  families.  It’s  cold,  and  she 
hunches  into  her  leather  jacket.  A 
small  child  comes  over  and  climbs 
into  her  lap,  while  her  mother  is  in 
the  bathroom.  The  little  hands 
fasten  around  her  neck.  Then  the 
mother  returns.  “What  the  fuck 
you  think  you  doing?”  she  tells 
her  daughter,  ripping  her  off. 

When  she  gets  home,  even 
though  it’s  still  afternoon,  she 
gets  into  bed  with  four  novels  and 
a  box  of  chocolate.  After  all  of 
these  are  gone,  she  calls  up 
another  friend,  another  single  les¬ 
bian  writer,  who  has  just  returned 
from  visiting  her  family.  “They’re 
dying,  oh,  they’re  all  dying,”  says 
this  friend,  who,  in  the  manner  of 
writers,  likes  to  exaggerate  things. 
However,  she  really  is  depressed. 
“Oh,  I  don’t  want  to  be  old  and 
alone  and  bitter,”  she  says.  “My 
mother  kept  saying,  ‘I  want 
grandchildren!  I  don’t  want  to  see 
you  grow  old  alone.  And  how 
could  I  argue  with  her?  I  kept 
thinking  she  was  right.  You 
know,”  she  continues,  “how  they 
always  used  to  tell  us  how  it  was 
more  worthwhile  to  bring  one 
other  life  into  the  world  than  to 
write  a  million  poems?”  “Yeah,” 
she  agrees.  “I’ve  heard  that  one.” 
“Well,”  her  friend  goes  on, 
“What  if  they  were  right?” 
“No!”  she  screams,  because  this 
is  too  much.  “It’s  just  Thanks¬ 
giving,  that’s  all.”  After  a  few 
minutes,  she  and  her  friend  laugh. 
They  agree  to  spend  Christmas 
together,  without  families, 
whether  or  not  one  of  them  has  a 
lover  by  then. 

She  feels  a  little  cheered  up.  It’s 
Sunday  night. 

She  gets  up  and  goes  to  her 
typewriter.  Thanksgiving  is  over. 
She  can  use  it  again. 


Bent 

By  Martin  Sherman 
A  t  the  New  A  polio  Theatre 
New  York  City 

By  Andy  Beck 

Martin  Sherman  is  to  be  con¬ 
gratulated  for  having  the  guts  to 
write  Bent,  a  play  about  the  perse¬ 
cution  of  gay  men  by  the  Nazis, 
and  at  last  confront  the  world 
with  this  long  neglected  aspect  of 
the  Nazi  atrocities.  In  order  to 
personalize  the  situation,  he  has 
written  about  the  horror  on  a 
level  people  can  easily  identify 
with:  the  story  of  a  young 
wheeler-dealer  who,  as  a  result  of 
his  terrifying  ordeal,  learns  to 
open  himself  to  the  love  of 
another  and,  ultimately,  to  accept 
himself. 

However,  in  trying  to  be  com¬ 
prehensive,  Sherman  has  created  a 
play  that  is  often  far  from  rivet¬ 
ing;  in  fact,  it  is  often  very  slow. 
One  yearns  for  a  more  powerful 
piece.  Bent  is  sometimes  more  of  a 
documentary  than  a  play,  too 
aware  of  its  role  as  a  play  designed 
to  educate  as  well  as  to  entertain.  I 
wanted  to  feel  more  for  the  char¬ 
acters  than  I  did.  I  watched  the 
horrors  and  was  shocked  —  but 
not,  in  every  case,  moved. 

Bent  is  an  uncomfortable 
mixture  of  effective  and  hollow 
scenes.  It  tries  to  say  a  lot  —  and  it 
most  assuredly  does  —  but  per¬ 
haps  there  is  np  way  to  capture  the 
horror  of  atrocity  completely. 
Art,  in  such  a  case,  can  only  serve 
to  remind,  to  instruct,  to  warn. 

The  play’s  opening  scene  could 
be  happening  anywhere.  A  gay 
male  couple  argues  bitchily  over 
the  drunken  behavior  of  one  of 
them  the  previous  evening.  Max, 
in  his  stupor,  brought  home  a 
handsome,  blond  soldier,  much  to 
the  chagrin  of  his  whining,  slightly 
effeminate  lover,  Rudy.  The  ban¬ 
ter,  the  accusations,  the  reconcil¬ 
iation  —  the  whole  thing  could 
have  happened  this  morning. 

But  it  didn’t.  It  is  Berlin,  1934. 
And  history  knocks  on  the  door  to 
Max  and  Rudy’s  cozy  little 
apartment.  The  soldier  Max 
picked  up  is  an  SS  man  marked 
for  execution.  Throughout 
Germany,  one  of  Hitler’s  generals 
and  his  predominantly  gay  fol¬ 
lowers  are  being  eliminated  on 
orders  from  the  Fuhrer  himself. 

As  a  result  of  director  Robert 
Alan  Ackerman’s  decision  to 
eschew  German  accents,  we  are 
shocked.  What  starts  out  as  a 


BENT: 

To  Remind, 
To  Instruct, 

To  Warn 


campy  gay  comedy  quickly  be¬ 
comes  unsettling.  As  depicted  by 
Sherman,  the  persecution  of  gays 
crept  up  on  the  gay  community 
rather  suddenly.  With  a  gay  mili¬ 
tary  advisor  close  to  Hitler,  they 
had  felt  secure.  But  now  all  gays 
are  “marked  men”  —  soon  to  be 
literally  marked  with  pink  tri¬ 
angles. 

The  play  bogs  down  in  narrative 
as  we  watch  Max  and  Rudy  flee 
Berlin.  Early  on,  Sherman  and 
Ackerman  attempt  to  destroy  the 
decadent-romantic  image  of  the 
Berlin  of  Cabaret  by  showing  how 
a  female  impersonator  friend  of 
Max  and  Rudy’s  nearly  betrayed 
them  and,  for  survival,  would 
gladly  do  so  again.  The  scene  in 
which  the  impersonator  swings 
across  the  stage  singing  the  joys  of 
young  men  seems  boringly  de¬ 
rivative. 

Other  scenes  work  much  better, 
due  to  the  careful  balance 
Sherman  has  worked  out  between 
two  aspects  of  Max’s  character:  a 
confident  masculinity  and  a 
groping,  emerging  sensitivity.  As 
played  by  Richard  Gere  Max 
seems  a  character  more  of  the  70s 
than  the  30s,  more  American  than 
German.  He’s  a  fighter,  a  sur¬ 
vivor,  who’s  confident  he  can  deal 
his  way  out  of  any  situation,  but 
who  is  not  ready  to  acknowledge 
his  sensitive  side. 

“I  can’t  believe  this  is 
happening,”  Max  cries  in  anguish 
over  and  over  again  as  the  boxcar 
in  which  he  is  prisoner  hurtles 
toward  Dachau.  He’s  literally  had 
to  drag  the  weaker  Rudy  by  the 
hand  out  of  Berlin.  “I  don’t  want 
to  leave  Berlin,”  Rudy  whines.  “I 
live  here.  I’ve  already  paid  for  my 


dance  lessons.”  Joining  the  ranks 
of  the  wandering  unemployed, 
living  in  tent  cities  and  hoping  for 
that  magic  “deal”  which  will 
assure  them  passage  out  of  the 
country,  the  two  lovers  are  even¬ 
tually  captured  by  the  Gestapo  on 
the  one  night  they  find  they  can 
no  longer  suppress  their  affection. 
On  the  train,  Max  is  forced  to 
watch  his  lover  beaten  to  near¬ 
death.  He  must  not  only  deny 
their  friendship  but  strike  some  of 
the  blows  himself  in  order  to 
insure  his  survival.  This  scene 
sadly  dragged  on  a  bit,  and  the 
presence  of  comic  book  Germans 
didn’t  help.  But  what  this  action 
does  to  Max  —  as  conveyed  by 
Gere  in  anguished  cries  and  sobs 
—  was  truly  haunting. 

At  Dachau  the  “dealer”  in  Max 
shows  through  again.  While  other 
gays  are  wearing  pink  triangles, 
he’s  wearing  a  yellow  star,  indi¬ 
cating  he’s  Jewish  (which  Max  is 
not).  Pink’s  the  lowest,  Max  is 
told,  so  he  works  a  deal.  A  horri¬ 
fying  deal.  Max  has  to  prove  he’s 
not  “bent”  to  the  amused  guards 
by  having  intercourse  with  a  15- 
year  old  girl,  “dead  jyst  ten  min¬ 
utes  with  a  bullet  in  her  brain,”  he 
mumbles.  “They  kept  saying, 
‘he’s  a  bit  bent,  he  can’t  do  it,’ 
but  I  did  and  I  proved.” 

It  is  at  Dachau  that  Max  meets 
Horst,  imprisoned  for  signing  a 
gay  rights  petition.  In  David 
Dukes’  absolutely  brilliant  perfor¬ 
mance,  Horst  slowly  chips  away  at 
Max’s  defenses,  through  Max’s 
self-loathing,  encouraging  him  to 
get  a  pink  triangle  and  admit  who 
he  really  is.  Dukes’  Horst  is  a 
multi-faceted  character,  at  ti  nes 
weak,  at  times  angry,  but  most  of 


(1  to  r)  Michael  Gross  (Greta),  David  Marshall  Grant  (Rudy),  and 
Richard  Gere 


all  compassionate,  a  human  being 
somehow  emerging  from  under 
the  terrors  of  persecution. 

--)  Moving  rocks  back  and  forth 
all  dav  in  a  frustrating  exercise  . 
designed  to  drive  the  prisoners 
crazy,  Max  and  Horst  develop  a 
fantasy  game  while  standing  at  at¬ 
tention  during  their  work  breaks. 
They  begin  —  verbally  —  to  touch 
each  other’s  bodies,  probing  areas 
with  their  tongues,  hands  and 
cocks  —  all  while  standing  at  at¬ 
tention.  It  is  one  of  the  tenderest, 
affirming  and  most  theatrically 
effective  of  seduction  scenes 
written  —  and  it  is  most  sensi¬ 
tively  performed. 

As  a  result  of  this  relationship, 
Max  can  finally  admit  that  love  is 
possible  in  his  life  and  that  he  may 
really  have  loved  that  dancer 
whose  name  it  is  too  painful  to  re¬ 
member.  Playwright  Sherman 
uses  the  symbol  of  holding,  of 
supporting  another,  as  the  key  to 
Max’s  admission  of  love  in  a 
tragic,  but  beautiful,  image  near 
the  end  of  the  play.  Max’s  final 
act  of  self-acceptance  is  predic¬ 
table,  but  not  less  moving  for 
that. 

Sherman’s  writing  is  honest, 
especially  in  its  depiction  of  the 
sexual  aspects  of  gay  relation¬ 
ships,  something  that  didn’t  seem 
to  bother  the  predominantly  gay 
audience  one  bit  the  night  I  saw 
the  play.  Ackerman’s  direction 
doesn’t  always  keep  the  play 
moving,  but  he  has  managed  to 
stage  some  stunning  scenes. 

Earlier,  in  a  stark,  effective 
scene,  Max  meets  his  Uncle 
Freddie,  also  a  “fluff,”  on  a  park 
bench.  Because  of  their  fear  of 
surveillance,  they  pretend  to  be 


passing  strangers.  Max  rejects  the 
older  man’s  gift  of  a  set  of  papers 
and  money,  for,  in  spite  of  his  un¬ 
emotional  front,  he  cannot  leave 
his  helpless  lover  to  fend  for  him¬ 
self.  With  only  the  bench  and  the 
vaguest  outline  of  trees,  the  scene 
reflects  the  desperation  of  a 
changing  time.  “Why  couldn’t 
you  have  been  quiet  about  it?” 
Freddie  sighs.  “You  could  have 
married,  had  a  family,  paid  for  a 
few  boys  on  the  side.” 

The  use  of  hand  signals  to  re¬ 
place  emotional  responses  —  a  tip 
of  a  hat  for  an  embrace,  a  stroke 
of  the  eye  brow  to  mean  “I  love 
you”  —  drives  home  the  tragedy 
of  the  times  but  indicates  that  love 
and  fondness  will  somehow  find 
expression. 

George  Hall  delivers  a  sensitive 
portrait  of  the  polished,  intelli¬ 
gent,  frustrated  Uncle  Freddie. 
David  Marshall  Grant’s  Rudy  may 
be  a  bit  too  “campy”  at  times,  but 
he  gives  an  affecting  portrayal  of  a 
helpless  young  man  not  ready  for 
the  nightmare  to  befall  him.  The 
Nazis  are  sadistic  stereotypes,  easy 
figures  at  whom  to  direct  our 

anger  (and  J  don’t  think  just  our 

anger  from  the  play). 

But  I  can’t  help  thinking  —  why 
didn’t  I  leave  Bent  crying?  Or 
even  drained?  Did  I  deliberately 
put  in  an  emotional  distance 
between  myself  and  the  subject  so 
that  I  wouldn’t  have  to  feel  so 
close  to  what  happened?  It  may  be 
because  Bent  provides  no  answers; 
no  one  wins.  In  this  world  there 
are  only  small  human  victories 
when  we  come  to  grips  with  a  hos¬ 
tile  universe  on  our  own  terms. 
And  maybe  people  are  afraid  to 
face  that  fact. 


An  Open  Letter  to  Martin  Sherman 


By  Andrea  Dworkin 
Dear  Mr.  Sherman: 

Tonight  I  saw  Bent.  I  hated  yr 
play.  The  acting  was  superb;  the 
staging  was  superb.  The  play  itself 
is  the  affront. 

Being  a  Jew  in  Dachau  was, 
according  to  you,  a  piece  of  cake. 

In  yr  play,  I  saw  men  trans¬ 
ported  to  the  camp,  each  in  a 
single  bunk.  German  transport  of 
the  Jews  was  hundreds  standing 
upright  crowded  so  that  they 
couldnt  breathe  for  days  on  end 
shitting  and  pissing  unable  to 
move  in  cattle  cars  and  dying  on 
their  feet,  the  dead  bodies  pressed 
against  the  living.  A  piece  of  cake. 

Nothing  was  mentioned  of  the 
selections.  The  selections.  The 
thousands  or  hundreds  each  day 
herded  bare  bones  while  the  SS 
guards  picked  the  herds  to  go  to 
the  gas  chambers.  A  piece  of  cake. 

The  Jews  who  also  were  forced 
to  stand  awake  all  night  as  punish¬ 
ment.  A  piece  of  cake. 

Pleasure  Duty.  The  women 
picked  out  by  the  SS  to  be  fucked 
and  tortured  and  ransacked.  A 
piece  of  cake. 

The  boys  picked  out  by  the  SS 
to  service  them  and  kept  fat  until 
they  were  killed.  Yeah,  they  ate, 
until  they  were  fucked  and  stran¬ 
gled  and  kicked  to  death  after 
having  been  passed  around.  A 
piece  of  cake. 


The  men  castrated.  A  piece  of 
cake. 

The  women  cut  up  and  opened 
up  and  punched  out  and  starved 
and  maimed.  A  piece  of  cake. 

The  children,  brought  en 
masse  to  play  before  being 
marched  to  the  ovens.  A  piece  of 
cake. 

The  women  stopped  menstruat¬ 
ing.  The  women  and  the  men  were 
covered  in  their  own  shit.  Cold 
and  starving.  A  piece  of  cake. 

The  Musselmens  —  the 
Moslems  as  you  so  grossly 
translate  the  walking,  living,  skel¬ 
etal  dead  —  in  the  thousands, 
Jews,  gypsies,  Poles,  faggots: 
what  was  it  you  measured  when 
you  took  out  yr  yardstick  of 
suffering? 

The  womens  orchestra  at 
Auschwitz  —  yes,  they  too  were 
well-fed  —  kept  at  the  brink  of 
starvation  so  that  they  could  play 
military  marches  and  classical 
music  for  the  SS  during  the  selec¬ 
tions.  They  played  —  as  Fania 
Fenelon  put  it  —  for  time;  but 
who  would  think  to  measure  their 
suffering  against  those  who  died 
sooner  rather  than  later? 

The  shaved  heads  of  the 
women,  their  infants  stomped  or 
shot  to  death,  in  front  of  them  be¬ 
cause  that  was  the  pleasure  of  the 
SS.  A  piece  of  cake. 

The  raging  disease,  typhus, 


starvation,  pneumonia.  A  piece  of 
cake. 

And  so  yr  major  male  character 
had  to  fuck  a  dead  thirteen  year 
old  girl  to  prove  he  wasnt  queer. 
Another  female  used  as  a  vehicle 
to  convey  male  suffering. 

I  watched  yr  play  as  a  writer 
watches  a  play.  I  saw  yr  choices. 
And  what  I  saw  was  gross  senti¬ 
mentality.  I  too  was  raised  in 
Camden,  New  Jersey,  where  it 
was  harder  to  be  queer  than  to  be 
Jewish.  It  doesnt  translate  to 
Dachau.  I  saw  you  in  a  tradition: 
the  tradition  of  the  Jewish  male 
writer  in  Amerika,  full  of  self- 
loathing  and  self-pity.  It  doesnt 
translate  to  Dachau.  The 
survivors,  I  think,  learned  one 
thing:  that  there  is  suffering  that 
cannot  be  measured.  They  learned 
that  one  lesson  at  Dachau  and 
Auschwitz  and  the  other  camps 
who  can  even  remember  all  the 
names  of  all  the  camps? 
Surrounded  by  so  much  death  and 
starvation  and  numbness  and 
hunger  and  mutilation,  they 
learned  too  that  it  is  a  crime  to 
forget  —  to  forget  any  of  it.  And 
they  have  tried  to  make  the  rest  of 
us  know  what  happened  to  them 
and  you  have  tried  to  make  us  for¬ 
get  what  happened  to  them. 

And  the  play  did  pander:  to  the 
rich  gay  men  in  the  audience.  I 
went  with  two  other  lesbians,  acti¬ 


vists  for  womens  and  homosexual 
rights,  one  a  Jew  like  myself  and 
one  not.  The  woman  who  was  not 
a  Jew  —  and  so  has  not  lived  with 
the  concentration  camp  reality  as 
an  integral  part  of  her  life  —  came 
out  in  tears  of  rage:  hating  you  for 
using  the  thirteen  year  old  girl  to 
underscore,  yet  again,  the  male 
dilemma.  And  hating  you  for  yr 
ode  to  the  glories  of  masculinity: 
in  the  Berlin  bars  or  in  the  camps; 
the  men  remain  men,  glorified  be¬ 
cause  they  love  cock,  suffering  so 
much  because  they  are  deprived  of 
it. 

And  the  Jews  in  the  camps  did 
not  eat  meat. 

And  those  who  survived  did 
so,  ultimately,  because  the 
Germans  lost  the  war. 

And  it  depressed  the  SS  to  fuck 
women  or  girls  or  boys  who  were 
too  thin  so  yes  they  were  fed  until 
they  were  replaced  and  then  they 
slowly  and  horribly  died  or  were 
picked  in  the  selections.  And  then 
they  went  to  the  ovens  and  the 
gold  was  taken  out  of  their  teeth 
and  their  skin  was  used  to  make 
lampshades  and  their  body  fat  was 
used  to  make  soap.  Or  they  were 
lined  up  and  shot  and  their  bodies 
piled  into  open  graves  and  some 
were  still  alive  until  they  died.  A 
piece  of  cake. 

Like  many  Jews,  I  am  haunted 
by  the  camps.  I  am  33,  and  I  read 


about  them  often,  too  often, 
because  modern  life  begins  with 
them.  And  like  many  feminists,  I 
know  that  the  women  in  the 
camps  —  Gypsies,  Jews,  Poles, 
political  prisoners  —  remain  invis¬ 
ible  to  the  men  who  pontificate 
about  suffering.  And  like  many 
lesbians,  I  know  what  it  is  to  be 
queer.  And  what  I  see  in  yr  play  is 
that  you  deny  what  happened  to 
the  Jews  and  what  happened  to 
the  women  and  the  children:  and 
so  you  dont  know  what  happened 
to  the  queers  either.  You  know 
what  happened  to  a  boy  from 
Camden,  New  Jersey.  Yeah,  it 
was  rough.  So  what. 

The  play  is  sentimental  and  self- 
serving  and  untrue.  It  didnt  have 
to  be.  You  chose  to  make  it  so.  As 
a  writer  and  a  Jew  and  a  lesbian,  I 
find  yr  choices  unforgivable. 

And  so  the  dilemma  in  Bent  is 
yr  dilemma  and  perhaps  the 
dilemma  of  gay  men:  how  to  learn 
to  love.  And  as  the  Jewish  male 
hiding  behind  the  play,  you  have 
another  dilemma:  how  to  make  yr 
pain  the  central  pain  in  the  uni¬ 
verse  —  but  yr  pain  is  being  gay, 
not  being  Jewish.  And  in  both 
areas,  the  dilemma  is  ultimately 
the  same:  how  to  be  a  man.  But 
the  reality  of  the  camps  was  of  a 
different  order:  the  urgency  for 
everyone  was  how  to  avoid  the  sel- 
Continued  on  Page  17 
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SOUTHERN  MAINE 
DISCO 

Well  established  nightclub 
and  restaurant  for  sale 
Action  aplenty  under  one  roof 
Owner  moving  west.  Accepting  offers. 
For  further  information  write: 

P.O.  Box  1693 
Portland,  Maine  04101 


DISCOUNT  COUPON 

BEACON  HILL  PET  CARE  CENTER 
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COUPON  EXPIRES 


MEMBER  MASS.  ASSOC.  OF 
PROFESSIONAL  DOG  GROOMERS 
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the  cure  for  the  common  cold 

(feet) 

wool  socks  from  around  the  world 


gypsy  wagon 


204  hampshire  st.  inman  sq.  Cambridge 
354-7830  open  7  days  for  december 

■BMaaHMHaaaiHBaB  O  copyright  1979  gypsy  wagon 


Theater 

The  Circus  of  Your  Life 


Three  Clowns 

at  Somewhere,  Boston 
December  9,  4:00  p.  m. 

By  Marie  Cartier 

“Ladies  and  ladies  and  ladies 
.  .  .”  Nose  took  a  deep  breath, 
“and  ladies.  We’re  here  to  show 
you  the  circus  of  your  life:  the 
whys,  the  why  nots,  the  who’s  to 
blame  and  what  we’re  gonna  do 
about  it.” 

And  so  began  “Take  Another 
Look,”  a  recent  performance  by 
Boston’s  own  lesbian  feminist 
theater  group  —  Three  Clowns. 

Unlike  the  Three  Stooges,  the 
Three  Clowns  —  Baba,  Nose  and 
Ravioli,  played  by  Tita  Werni- 
mont,  Sophie  Parker,  and  Nancy 
Buell  —  do  not  make  you  laugh  at 
them.  They  prodded  the  Sunday 
afternoon  crowd  at  Boston’s 
Somewhere,  the  women’s  bar  that 
staged  the  performance,  into 
anger,  shock,  thought, feeling, and 
yes,  laughter.  But  not  at  them.  We 
laugh,  and  feel,  and  are  shocked 
with  them. 

For  their’s  are  not  “The  Tears 
of  a  Clown,”  so  much  as  they  are 
the  tears  of  all  women.  In  their 
strongest  act  they  produce  a  voice¬ 
over  of  two  women  who  are 
stranded  out-of-gas  by  the  road¬ 
side.  The  lights  dim,  and  one 
masked  clown  stalks  the  stage  as  a 
hunter  with  shoulder-ready  rifle. 
The  “No  Hunting”  signs  are 
props  which  clearly  depict  the 
irony  that  unfolds  as  the  women 
decide  to  leave  their  car  and  get 
help. 

The  scene  is  all  to  familiar.  A 
group  of  men  emerge  in  front  of 
them  as  they  walk.  “Don’t  look 
bdck,”  waYns  One  woman. 
“Someone’s  following  us,”  hisses 
the  other.  The  tension  builds  until 
.  .  .  “He’s  running  after  us.  Let’s 
run  too!” 

The  lights  snap  on  flooding  us 
with  relief  and  Melanie  Berzon, 
who  did  an  excellent  job  coordi¬ 
nating  sound  and  music  for  the 
show,  tells  us  about  the  Green 
Light  Program.  This  program  in 
Cambridge  and  Dorchester  is  one 
in  which  certain  houses  are  safe 
houses  for  women  being  harassed 
and  leave  green  lights  on  in  their 
windows.  The  Clowns  brought  the 
fear  of  harassment  home  to  the 
audience  powerfully,  exemplify¬ 
ing  women’s  support  for  each 
other  and  what  happens  when  a 
community  works  together  for  its 


own  protection,  and  what  is  likely 
to  happen  when  it  does  not. 

The  remaining  acts  all  depicted 
some  form  of  women’s  oppres¬ 
sion.  What  makes  “Take  Another 
Look”  work  is  that  the  Three 
Clowns  depict  the  oppression  in 
ways  that  force  women  to  rise 
above  it  by  taking  another  look  at 
it.  One  act  has  Ravioli  and  Nose 
playing  circus  dogs,  complete  with 
collars.  As  Baba  their  trainer 
forces  them  to  perform,  the  sym¬ 
bolism  is  easily  recognized.  Per¬ 
form,  act  right,  “I’ll  keep  you,” 
says  Baba.  Suddenly  in  the  middle 
of  her  routine  however.  Ravioli 
learns  to  stand  up.  Consciousness 
dawns  and  you  can  see  the  light 
bulb  flash  on  telling  her  she 
doesn’t  need  the  trainer.  What’s 
more  she  convinces  Nose  that  she 
doesn’t  need  the  trainer  either. 
This  is  the  kind  of  performing  that 
made  “Take  Another  Look” 
more  than  just  entertainment.  The 
Three  Clowns  look  beyond  the 
obvious  and  find  solutions.  They 
are  immensely  entertaining  in  the 
way  they  teach  these  solutions 
from  stilts,  and  unicycles,  and 
from  beneath  top  hats  —  but  they 
do  teach. 

From  here  the  Clowns  led  into 
the  old  high  school  auditorium. 
This  act  builds  into  a  disco  dance 
where  the  Clowns  move  to  “Are 
you  ready?  Are  you  ready  for  this 
.  .  .  Do  it  —  do  it  —  do  itdoitdoit- 
doit.”  Then  together  in  a  moment 
they  do  what  many  women  would 
have  loved  to  do  in  high  school 
— they  stop  doing  it.  They  stop 
dancing  and  simply  walk  off 
stage. 

But  it  is  not  simple,  and  I  for 


one  was  forced  to  deal  with  why  I 
never  walked  off  a  dance  floor 
while  boogie-ing  to  sexist  lyrics  in 
high  school .  .  .  and  why  I  doubt  I 
would  have  any  trouble  doing  it 
now. 

The  Clowns  answered  that  with 
one  of  their  last  scenes  where 
Nancy  Drew  is  depicted  “locked 
in  a  very  dark  closet.”  Inside  the 
closet  Nancy  uiicovers  a  note  from 
her  grade  school  chum,  Jane, 
which  in  her  naive  youth  she  had 
signed,  “P.S.  I  love  you.”  Drew, 
played  by  Ravioli,  cocks  her  head, 
“Love?  I  love  Jane?  ...  I  love 
Jane.  I  love  Jane!  Jane?  I  love 
you!  I  love  you! ’’The wall  of  the 
closet  opens  and  I  could  feel  the 
light  on  her  face  as  she  shouts, 
“I’m  free!” 

The  Three  Clowns  take  their  au¬ 
dience  on  a  long  journey.  “The 
circus  of  our  lives”  forces  us  to 
take  another  look  at  our  past,  and 
our  present.  What  mpkes  them 
unique  is  their  happy  endings  — 
for  they  teach  how  to  prepare  for 
the  future. 

They  had  promised  to  spark, 
soar,  blaze  and  rage  through  ice 
and  fire  of  my  everyday  life,  “to 
confront  with  comedy,  movement 
and  drama  the  issues  of  captivity, 
sexuality,  gynocide  and  libera¬ 
tion.”  They  are  a  success.  Before 
viewing  the  show  I  would  not  have 
described  my  everyday  life  as  full 
of  “ice  and  fire”  and  needing 
confrontation.  But  that  was 
before  I  took  another  look. 

The  Three  Clowns  are  managed 
by  Molly  Mead,  and  can  be 
reached  for  performance  engage¬ 
ments  at  522-4492. 
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A  revolutionary  new  kind  of  scientifically  accurate  FUTURE  FORE-  * 
CASTS  based  upon  UNIVERSAL  CAUSATION:  The  COSMIC  ENERGY  * 
FORCES  to  which  ALL  LIFE  on  Spaceship  Earth  responds.  In  their  * 
daily  changing  flow  these  COSMIC  ENERGY  FORCES  affect  your  « 
moods,  your  attitudes,  your  health,  your  success,  your  prosperity, 
your  love  life.  How  you  play  sports  —  every  key  aspect  of  your  life. 


Combining  the  sciences  of  Astronomy,  Biology,  Cosmology,  Cyber¬ 
netics,  Psychology  and  Space  Age  know-how,  ORBIT  21  COSMO- 
GRAPHS  show  you  HOW  to  turn  LOW  ENERGY  "down”  days  into 
great  good  days!  HIGH  ENERGY  DAYS  into  great  productive  days; 
PEAK  ENERGY  days  into  SUPER  GOOD  LUCK  -  WIN  POWER  DAYS! 

ORBIT  21  COSMOGRAPHS  give  you  each  day's  SECRET  KEY  for 
FLOWING  IN  HARMONY  with  UNIVERSAL  CAUSATION:  THE  COS¬ 
MIC  ENERGY  FORCES.  Do  this  and  ALL  DOORS  TO  ALL  OF  LIFE 
WILL  OPEN  WIDE  FOR  YOU! 

For  your  personal  copy  of  the  1980  ORBIT  21  COSMOGRAPH  FU¬ 
TURE  FORECASTS,  SEND  $12.95  plus  $1  for  mailing.  Send  today 
and  MAKE  EACH  NEW  DAY  in  1980  A  HAPPY  NEW  DAY  through 
HAVING  THE  FUTURE  YOUR  WAY!  IT'S  THE  GREATEST  THING  YOU 
CAN  DO  FOR  YOURSELF.  Order  by  phone  toll  free  1  -800-327-9009, 
ext.  810,  in  Florida:  1-800-432-7999,  ext.  810,  local:  305-741-0033, 
ext.  810. 


ENTERPRISES 


P.  O.  Box  5046 
Fort  Lauderdale.  FL  33310 


Here's  my  $. 


.  check  □  money  order  □  for  which  send  me  my 


personal  copy  of  the  1  980  ORBIT  2 1  COSMOGRAPH  FUTURE  FORE¬ 
CASTS. 


Name _ 

Address 
City _ 


.  Birth  date 


.  State . 


.Zip 


Florida  residents  add  4%  sales  tax. 

©Copyrrffht  19  79 
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Small  Town  Lives 

in  a  Small  Town 


Snap  Shots 

Written  by  Ralph  Fredricks. 
Directed  by  Christopher  Powich. 
With  Laurie  Zallen,  Donna  Lee 
Franklin,  Irene  Devlin,  Jean 
Comstock,  Kathryn  Kirkwood, 
Linda  Denne. 

A  t  the  Boston  A  rts  Group. 

By  Michael  Bronski 
Snap  Shots  is  the  sort  of  play 
that  people  just  don’t  write 
much  any  more.  It  has  none  of  the 
trappings  of  what  people  consider 
“serious  theater”  (such  as  a  very 
serious  theme  like  “being 
human”),  and  its  wit  is  brittle  and 
nasty  (Neil  Simon  is  never  really 
brittle  and  nasty,  although  one  of 
his  characters  might  pretend  to  be 
to  get  her  husband  back).  Fred¬ 
ricks  never  belittles  or  betrays  his 
characters’  lives.  The  play  is  con¬ 
cerned  with  small  town  lives  in  a 
small  town  and  it’s  done  without 


Inge  had  decided  to  write  like 
Edward  Albee  with  a  dask  of  Noel 
Coward. 

All  of  the  action  in  Snap  Shots 
takes  place  in  the  lounge  of  the 
Ashworth  Pharmacies  Photo 
Developing  Lab  in  West  Carroll¬ 
ton  Ohio.  The  six  women  employ¬ 
ees  gather  for  a  Christmas  party, 
not  knowing  that  it  will  soon  turn 
into  a  verbal  free-for-all,  an 
emotional  boxing  match.  Bess,  the 
hipest  and  most  knowing  of  the 
group,  announces  that  she  is 
leaving  to  start  a  career  as  a  singer 
and  pianist  on  the  Ramada  Inn 
circuit.  Her  ex-best  friend  Made¬ 
line  arrives,  not  quite  as  drunk  as 
usual,  but  as  nasty.  Dot,  in  her 
forties,  collects  overseas  adopted 
children  with  her  husband 
(“Whenever  the  magazine  ad  said 
‘turn  this  page  and  let  this  little 
child  starve,’  I  could  never  turn  the 
page”)  and  is  a  den  mother  to  the 


tistry  school  and  then  maybe  she’ll 
go  back  to  college,  comes  in  with  a 
light-up,  Santa-in-the-chimney 
corsage.  Carol  has  some 
emotional  problems .  and  is  so 
Thorazined  out  that  she  can 
hardly  talk.  Vicki,  a  feisty  lesbian 
who  is  able  to  match  wits  and  fists 
with  anyone  else,  rounds  out  the 
group. 

This  is  one  of  those  plays  about 
which  people  who  watch  only  TV 
complain  that  nothing  much 
happens  except  talk,  talk,  talk. 
They  do  talk.  As  the  afternoon 
goes  on,  and  more  and  more 
punch  is  consumed,  all  of  the 
characters’  problems,  their  home 
lives,  their  inner  selves,  and  their 
antagonisms  towards  each  other 
begin  to  come  out.  What  is  so  en¬ 
joyable  about  the  play  is  that  the 
language  is  so  right.  Each  of  the 
characters  is  well  drawn,  defined, 
and  executed  by  the  time  that 
they’ve  spoken  their  fifth  line.  It’s 
Continued  on  Page  17 


condescension  or  snottiness.  The 
effect  of  the  play  is  as  if  William 


rest  ot  tne  group.  Tom,  who  is 
putting  her  husband  through  den- 
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We  take  this  opportunity  to  wish  you 
a  very  happy  and  healthy  holiday  season. 
Thank  you  for  your  continued  support. 


XANADU  GRAPHICS,  INC. 


XANADU  ADVERTISING 


David  Stryker 
Porter  Morteli 
Rob  Schmieder 
Richard  Waring 
Ellen  Sperling 
Mark  Edey 


p  j 


did  Kubla  Khan 
A  stately  pleasure  dome  decree: 
Where  Alph,  the  sacred  river ,  ran 
Through  caverns  measureless  to  man 
Down  to  a  sunless  sea. 


So  twice  five  miles  of  fertile  ground 
With  walls  and  towers  were  girdled  round: 

And  there  were  gardens  bright  with  sinuous  rills, 
Where  blossomed  many  an  incense-bearing  tree; 

And  here  were  forests  ancient  as  the  hills, 

Enfolding  sunny  spots  of  greenery. 

But  oh!  That  deep  romantic  chasm  which  slanted 
Down  the  green  hill  athwart  a  cedam  cover! 

A  savage  place!  as  holy  and  enchanted 
As  e’er  beneath  a  waning  moon  was  haunted 
By  woman  wailing  for  her  demon-lover! 

And  from  this  chasm,  with  ceaseless  turmoil  seething, 
As  if  this  earth  in  fast  thick  pants  were  breathing, 

A  mighty  fountain  momently  was  forced: 

Amid  whose  swift  half-intermitted  burst 
Huge  fragments  vaulted  like  rebounding  hail, 

Or  chaffy  grain  beneath  the  thresher ’s  flail: 

And  ’mid  these  dancing  rocks  at  once  and  ever 
It  flung  up  momently  the  sacred  river. 

Five  miles  meandering  with  a  mazy  motion 
Through  wood  and  dale  the  sacred  river  ran, 

Then  reached  the  caverns  measureless  to  man, 

And  sank  in  tumult  to  a  lifeless  ocean: 

And  'mid  this  tumult  Kubla  heard  from  far 
Ancestral  voices  prophesying  war!. 


The  shadow  of  the  dome  of  pleasure 
Floated  midway  on  the  waves; 

Where  was  heard  the  mingled  measures 
From  the  fountain  and  the  caves. 

It  was  a  miracle  of  rare  device, 

A  sunny  pleasure-dome  with  caves  of  ice! 

A  damsel  with  a  dulcimer 
In  a  vision  once  I  saw: 

It  was  an  Abyssinian  maid, 

And  on  her  dulcimer  she  played, 

Singing  of  Mount  Abora. 

Could  I  revive  within  me 
Her  symphony  and  song, 

To  such  a  deep  delight  ’twould  win  me, 
That  with  music  loud  and  long, 

I  would  build  that  dome  in  air, 

That  sunny  dome!  those  caves  of  ice! 

And  all  who  heard  should  see  them  there, 
And  all  should  cry,  Beware!  Beware! 

His  flashing  eyes,  his  floating  hair! 

Weave  a  circle  round  him  thrice, 

And  close  your  eyes  with  holy  dread, 

For  he  on  honey-dew  hath  fed, 

And  drunk  the  milk  of  Paradise. 
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NEW  ENGLAND 

BARTENDERS 

SCHOOL,  INC. 


Learn  Bartending  in  a  one  or  two 
week  program  behind  a  real  bar! 
Day  or  evening  classes.  Job  place¬ 
ment  assistance.  Visitors  welcome 
to  observe.  Phone  for  brochure. 


247-1600 

Jack  McKim  Don  Melms 

480  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
Licensed  by  the  Comm,  of 
pt.  of  Education 

%  W 


We  would  like  to 


commission  you  .  .  . 
to  sell  ads  for  GCN. 

Work  in  metropolitan  Boston  and 
Cambridge.  Earn  extra  bucks  while 
working  your  own  hours.  Will  train. 
[Call  "Yama,"  617)426-7042. _ j 


GAY  ^HEALTH  H.ESBI  AN 


At  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  we  look  out 
for  our  brothers  and  sisters. 

Gynecology,  colds,  VD,  hypertension,  nutrition  .  .  . 
For  young  &  old. 

By  lesbian  &  gay  male  medical  providers. 

By  appointment  Mon.-Fri.  days  and  Mon.  evening. 
Walk-in  VD  session  Wed.  6:30-8  p.m. 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA _ (617)  267-7573 


Now  Open!  Recycled  Clothing 

M.B.  Stern  Co. 

2014/ A  Mass.  Ave. 

Cambridge  492-7463 


Army  —  Navy  Surplus  •  Antique  Clothing 


Jackets  $12-$15  Chinos  -  00  Denims  Dresses  $10-$20 
Shirts  $3-$8  Fatigues  Cords  and  Much  More 

_ 15%  Discount  with  this  Ad 


| 

Snyder  &  Weinstein 

Attorneys  and  Counselors  at  Law 

Gay  Civil  Rights,  Commercial,  Criminal, 
Constitutional  Consultation  and  Litigation 
Cohabitation  Contracts — Gay  Issues  Lectures 

240  COMMERCIAL  STREET  573  MAPLE  STREET 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02109  MANCHESTER,  N.H.  03104 
TEL.  (617)  227-8000  TEL.  (603)  669-3363 


TUB  eOPI  GAIBTTB 


•  Layout  and  Design 

•  Typing 

•  Typesetting 

•  Business  Cards 

•  Rubber  Stamps 

•  Envelopes,  Stationery 


•  Offset  Printing 

•  Photocopying 

•  Collating 

•  Binding 

•  Folding 

•  Reductions 


115  Wilier  st. 

Bosion,  Mass.  02109 

((317)  426-4515 

We  Provide  Complete  Printing  Services 
To  Suit  All  Your  Printing  Needs 


*11.  ltna.y inahve!  yodLtry  of  aor ~t, 
fiasxdcra.fts,  jewelry 
and furniture1 
rcj-le ctiny  oripna.h-ty, 
cjoocL  taste: 


and  <jua.Lt 


806  St. 

J^roviden. cd,T^.  Z. 
opposite r'  Cinera.mcL~fkea.trd 


S  LI  -0370 

NOW  THRU  CHRISTMAS  .  .  . 

OPEN  TUES.  THRU  SAT.  10  to  6  •  FRI.  EVE.  TIL  9 
SUNDAYS  12  NOON  TO  5  P.M. 


How  to  Spot 

a  Homosexual 


By  Gregg  Howe 

The  Department  of  Immigra¬ 
tion  is  fast  realizing  that  it  cannot 
rely  on  foreign  homosexuals  to 
identify  themselves  by  the  wearing 
of  gay  pride  badges  alone.  There¬ 
fore  it  has  begun  preparing  a  pam¬ 
phlet  for  the  purpose  of  identi¬ 
fying  foreign  homosexuals  to  be 
used  by  immigration  authorities  at 
all  international  ports  in  this 
country.  I,  through  means  known 
only  to  myself,  and  based  entirely 
on  those  reliable  journalistic  tech¬ 
niques,  hearsay  and  gossip,  have 
been  able  to  procure  a  copy  of  this 
proposed  pamphlet,  and  through 
the  gracious  auspices  of  this  publi¬ 
cation  am  allowed  to  share  it  with 
you. 

MANUAL  FOR THE 
DETECTION  OF 
HOMOSEXUALS 

The  following  words  and 
phrases  are  aliases  used  by  and 
applied  to  homosexuals  in  this 
country.  Underneath  these  lists 
are  foreign  equivalents  of  these 
aliases. 

Female  Homosexuals 

English:  Dyke,  Lesbian,  Lezzie, 
Castrator,  Man-hater 
Italian:  Lesbica 
French:  Dike,  Lesbienne, 

Gouine 

German:  Lesbisch,  Homosexuelle 
Spanish:  Lesbiana,  Marimacho, 
Tortillera 

Male  Homosexuals 

English:  Faggot,  Pansy,  Queer, 
Child  Molester 
Italian:  Frocio,  Finocchio 
French:  Pede,  Tant 
German:  Gleichgeschlechtlich, 
Schwul,  warme  Bruder 
Spanish:  Maricon,  Mariposa 

If  an  employee  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Immigration  has  any 
doubts  whatsoever  about  an  indi¬ 
vidual’s  sexual  orientation,  that 
employee  should  address  the  sus¬ 
pected  individual  with  the  appro¬ 
priate  foreign  word  or  phrases  in¬ 
dicated  by  that  individual’s  na¬ 
tionality  as  stated  on  said  indivi¬ 
dual’s  passport.  If  the  addressed 
individual  appears  stunned,  dis¬ 
gusted,  gags  (as  if  to  regurgitate), 
or  threatens  to  hit  said  immigra¬ 
tion  employee,  allow  the  indivi¬ 
dual  to  pass.  If,  however,  the  ad¬ 
dressed  individual  ^titters,  looks 
frightened,  or  faints,  the  immigra¬ 
tion  employee  should  detain  that 
individual  for  further  questioning. 

Reasons  Why  Homosexuals 
Should  Not  Be  Allowed  To  Enter 
This  Country 

1.  Queers,  as  we  know,  are 
mentally  unbalanced,  and  if 
placed  in  an  unfamiliar  culture 
(i.e.  exposed  to  new  stimuli)  they 
could  become  extremely  danger¬ 
ous. 

2.  The  FBI  and  CIA  are 
currently  trying  to  infiltrate  an  in¬ 
ternational  organization  called 
F.I.L.T.H.  (Faggots  and  Inter¬ 
national  Lesbians  for  Totalitarian 
Homosexuality).  The  goal  of  this 
nefarious  organization  is  to  gain 
complete  control  of  all  the  world’s 
nuclear  power,  thereby  forcing  the 
normal  citizens  of  this  planet  to 
satisfy  the  homosexual’s  per¬ 
verted,  unnatural,  and  sick 
desires. 

3.  Homosexuals  are  unable  to 
bear  children.  Therefore  they  will 
stop  at  nothing  to  gain  control  of 
the  minds  and  bodies  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  produced  by  the  normal  citi¬ 
zens  of  this  country.  They  accom¬ 


plish  this  by  calling  themselves  gay 
(i.e.  happy)  and  insinuating  that 
life  can  be  pleasurable. 

4.  Many  homos  have  been 
driven  from  their  own  countries 
by  the  morally  sound  individuals 
living  there.  These  homeless 
homos  will  attempt  to  gain  entry 
into  this  country,  and  then  dis¬ 
appear  into  the  dark  underbelly  of 
queer  passions  and  desires  in  the 
homo  ghettos  of  our  major  metro¬ 
politan  cities. 

5.  There  is  evidence  that  homo¬ 
sexuality  is  a  disease.  Although 
many  Americans  are  immune  to 
the  American  strain  of  this  dis¬ 
ease,  we  dare  not  release  foreign 
queer  germs  on  our  unsuspecting 
populace. 

6.  Almighty  God  in  his  infinite 
wisdom  will  eventually  have  to 
root  out  this  creeping  form  of  im¬ 
moral  behavior  (see  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah,  Genesis  19:24  in  the 
Holy  Bible).  We  as  immigration 
employees  have  a  responsibility  to 
both  God  and  Country  to  try  and 
keep  divine  retribution  from  being 
visited  upon  these  hallowed 
shores. 

Spotting  The  Homosexual 
(Male  and  Female) 

Individuals  who  are  genitally  (but 
not  normally)  female: 

1 .  Will  usually  be  wearing  jeans 
(without  designer  labels),  work- 
shirts,  boots  or  other  traditional 
male  clothing. 

2.  Will  rarely  smell  like  normal 
women  (they  will  not  use 
colognes,  perfumes,  or 
deodorants)^ 

3.  Will  rarely  have  shaved  legs 
or  wear  stockings,  even  if  wearing 
a  tailored  skirt. 

4.  Will  have  made  no  effort  to 
imitate  international  role  models 
embodied  by  Sophia  Loren, 
Farrah  Fawcett-Majors,  or 
Blondie. 

5.  When  accused  will  invariably 
begin  a  long  and  subversive  dia¬ 
tribe  concerning  women’s 
“rights.” 

6.  Will  either  be  alone  or  with 
others  of  their  kind  as  they  hate  all 
men. 

Individuals  who  are  genitally  (but 
not  normally)  male: 

1.  Will  often  carry  purses, 
sometimes  cleverly  disguised  as 
airline  travel  bags.  It  is  the  manner 
in  which  these  creatures  carry  said 
bag  that  is  most  important.  If  the 
bag  is  clutched  beneath  the  right 
or  left  armpit  the  individual 
should  be  detained  for 
questioning. 

2.  Will  walk  with  a  swaying 
motion  of  the  hips.  This  motion  is 
commonly  referred  to  in  their  own 
perverted  terminology  as  a  swish. 
It  is  believed  that  the  swish  is  used 
to  allow  homo  males  to  identify 
one  another.  Furthermore,  there 
are  theories  that  the  swish  is  used 
as  a  means  of  communication  not 
dissimilar  to  Morse  Code.  (Ex. 
swish  left,  swish  left,  swish  right 
means  “I’m  queer  and  avail¬ 
able.”) 

3.  Are  unable  to  keep  their 
wrists  straight.  It  is  a  known  fact 
that  homo  males  have  congeni¬ 
tally  weak  wrists,  thereby  causing 
the  all  too  familiar  limp  wrist, 
hand  dangling  syndrome,  (Check 
the  manicure.) 

4.  Will  most  likely  be  wearing 
jewelry,  such  as  bracelets,  neck¬ 
laces,  and  even  earrings.  The  male 
homo  is  often  unable  to  resist 
shiney  or  glittering  objects.  (Flash 
a  rhinestone  brooch  in  their  face 
—  reaction.) 

5.  When  accused  the  individual 
will  nearly  always  respond  with  a 


pseudo-witty  comeback  such  as 
“Oh  Mary,  really.”  Beware  of 
this  witty  repartee  for  it  is  believed 
to  possess  both  a  bewitching 
charm  and  an  almost  infectious 
charismatic  quality. 

6.  Will  either  be  alone  or  with 
others  of  their  kind  as  they  hate  all 
women. 

While  these  guidelines  are  as 
accurate  as  possible  there  are 
those  homos  who  have  adopted 
the  appearance  and  mannerisms 
of  their  normal  counterparts.  In 
the  case  of  female  homos  we  have 
not  yet  developed  a  technique  of 
detecting  this  impersonation, 
although  the  Pat  Nixon-Mamie 
Eisenhower  Femininity 

Equivalency  Foundation  is  pre¬ 
sently  working  on  breaking  their 
code.  In  the  case  of  male  homos 
the  signs  are  as  follows: 

1.  The  male  queer  approaches 
dress  as  costume.  Therefore  his  at¬ 
tempt  at  male  attire  will  most 
likely  imitate  such  flamboyant 
male  stereotypes  as  Roy  Rogers, 
or  Marlon  Brando  in  On  the 
Waterfront.  This  overdressing  of 
the  macho  image  is  not  only  easily 
recognizable,  but  illustrates  these 
individuals’  inability  to 
understand  the  subtle,  sensitive, 
and  intelligent  workings  of  the 
normal  male’s  mind. 

2.  Many  pansies  have  under¬ 
gone  hormone  treatments  in  order 
that  they  can  sport  mustaches  and 
beards.  The  fact  is  that  these  treat¬ 
ments  are  not  totally  successful 
and  you  will  notice  that  their 
attempts  at  facial  hair  never  grow 
beyond  one  quarter  inch. 

3.  Through  training  provided 
by  F.I.L.T.H.  many  of  these  per¬ 
verts  have  managed  to  disguise 
their  effeminate  swish  of  the  hips. 
Also  a  complex  surgical  procedure 
has  been  found  which  will  at  least 
partially  correct  the  limp  wrist 
syndrome.  In  order  to  penetrate 
this  carefully  maintained  facade 
repeat  the  following  names  in 
quick  succession:  Edith  Piaf, 
Maria  Callas,  Judy  Garland,  and 
Donna  Summer.  If  the  alleged  fag 
emits  a  screech  of  a  high  pitch, 
places  his  hand  on  his  hip,  drama¬ 
tically  blows  a  kiss,  or  swoons,  he 
should  be  placed  aboard  the  next 
return  flight. 

Checking  the  Luggage 

of  Alleged  Homos 

Luggage  of  those  homos  who  are 

genitally  (but  not  normally) 

female: 

1.  Will  not  carry  the  attractive 
pastel  colored  luggage  pieces  that 
are  so  pleasing  to  a  woman’s  eye. 
The  contents  of  their  heavy  dark 
luggage  will  reveal  a  distinct  ab¬ 
sence  of  attractive  lingerie, 
jewelry,  and  framed  photos  of 
husband  or  boyfriend. 

2.  All  books  and  periodicals  in 
their  possession  will  be  written  by 
women  about  women.  It  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  these  dykes  burn  all 
male  written  literature  including 
Shakespeare. 

3.  Be  particularly  careful  to 
look  for  sharp  or  heavy  objects 
that  could  be  used  as  weapons  (i.e. 
ski  poles,  spiked  boots,  baseball 
bats). 


Luggage  of  those  homos  who  are 
genitally  (but  not  normally)  male. 

1.  Their  luggage  will  probably 
appear  to  be  a  sample  case  for  an 
Avon  representative  so  laden  with 
cosmetics  will  it  be. 

2.  Address  books  with  many 
names  of  men  listed. 

3.  Literature  in  the  form  of  bro¬ 

chures  and  pamphlets  which  ad¬ 
vertise  the  depraved 

Continued  on  Page  16 
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—Conferences 

Gay  Academics  Confer 


By  Carl  Wittman 

“Look  at  the  man  signing  for 
the  deaf  ...”  My  friend  and  I  are 
sitting  in  the  last  row  of  an  enor¬ 
mous  auditorium,  Tilled  with  par¬ 
ticipants  at  the  Sixth  Gay  Aca¬ 
demic  Union  Conference  in  Los 
Angeles  which  took  place  over 
Thanksgiving.  Charlotte  Bunch  is 
giving  a  thoughtful  and  provoca¬ 
tive  keynote  address,  but  I  become 
engrossed  in  watching  the  “sign¬ 
er.”  Despite  the  distance  I  can  see 
his  gestures,  facial  expressions, 
arms.  He  pauses  seconds  after  she 
pauses,  letting  the  humor  play  it¬ 
self  out  —  and  then  he  is  off 
again,  racing  to  keep  up  with  her. 

Charlotte  is  talking  about  our 
diverse  strengths.  She  says  that, 
without  for  a  minute  diluting  the 
debates  which  reflect  our  differ¬ 
ences,  we  can  in  the  ’80s  pursue 
them  with  less  lethal  struggle.  End 
the  Wars  among  us.  As  a  middle 
class,  educated  person,  she  has 
certain  privileges.  The  key  is  not 
to  hide  them  or  feel  guilty  or  be 
assaulted  for  them,  but  to  use 
them  to  undo  the  very  system 
which  bestows  privileges.  Men, 
for  example,  having  more  money 
than  women,  should  use  it  to  put 
an  end  to  inequity. 

Yards  away  from  her  was  a  gay 
man,  using  every  bit  of  himself  to 
translate  the  words  of  a  lesbian 
for  the  benefit  of  another  minori¬ 
ty  among  us.  What  perhaps  was  so 
moving  to  me  was  that  he  seemed 
exalted  by  virtue  of  acting  out  her 
ideas.  In  his  translation, 
Charlotte’s  words  took  on  a 
larger-than-life  stature. 

Charlotte  had  more  to  say,  too: 
that  in  the  ’80s  we  can  move  on 
from  “acceptance,”  and  assert 
the  leadership  that  is  within  us. 
Once,  we  were  listened  to  only  if 
we  stayed  in  the  closet;  when  we 


came  out,  we  were  asked  to  con¬ 
fine  our  words  to  coming  out. 
Now,  we  can  bring  our  vision  to 
any  field  of  endeavor.  Her  words 
and  manner  were  strong,  sensible, 
kind,  and  forward  looking. 

Malcolm  Boyd  gave  the  other 
keynote  address:  he  was  earnest 
and  always  the  preacher,  firing 
well-turned  phrases  at  the  audi¬ 
ence.  Except  that  he  bemoaned 
the  homophobia  of  his  publisher, 
and  celebrated  his  four-year  rela¬ 
tionship,  I  frankly  can’t  remem¬ 
ber  anything  he  said. 

But  Charlotte  and  Malcolm 
were  only  two  of  over  100  “pre¬ 
senters”:  gay  men  and  women 
who  spoke,  led  workshops,  pro¬ 
voked  discussion.  At  least  15 
major  workshops  went  on  simul¬ 
taneously  during  each  of  five  ses¬ 
sions  over  two  days.  The  mood  of 
the  workshops  ranged  from  ecsta¬ 
tic  to  boring,  from  academic  pre¬ 
sentations,  to  touchie-feelies. 
There  were  workshops  about  sex, 
about  weight  control,  about  a  cri¬ 
tique  of  The  Deer  Hunter.  The 
workshops  were  as  complex  and 
diverse  as  the  intelligentsia  of  the 
gay  world. 

I  went  to  a  workshop  entitled 
“Fathers  and  Sons  —  Their  Rela¬ 
tionship  to  Masculinity.”  Two 
young  academics  were  presenting, 
with  some  acumen  and  much  fore- 
bearance,  their  hypotheses.  The 
circle  of  men  (and  one  woman) 
lacked  any  unity  other  than  their 
contentiousness.  Were  we  a  criti¬ 
cal  audience?  Participants  in  a 
graduate  seminar?  A  discussion 
group?  The  ground  rules  kept 
shifting  in  the  quasi-academic  set¬ 
ting.  “Presenters”  hauled  with 
them  their  strings  of  initials  and 
credits,  but  no  longer  are  particu¬ 
larly  esteemed  (or  want  to  be)  be¬ 
cause  of  it.  While  we  argued  about 
symbolism  in  Blake  and  Ingres,  a 


grim  Bircher,  in  a  bizare  anti¬ 
phony,  reiterated  his  view  that  all 
hell  would  break  loose  if  we  didn’t 
return  to  strict  patriarchy  and  a 
strong  family.  All  the  while  I 
thought  how  much  more  we 
would  learn  if  each  of  us  spoke 
from  the  heart  about  what  has 
happened  between  us  and  our 
fathers,  or  us  and  our  sons,  in  the 
last  year.  Despite  the  best  of  inten¬ 
tions  of  the  two  presenters,  this 
workshop  typified  what  so  many 
feel  is  the  bankruptcy  and  irrele¬ 
vancy  of  academia. 

Prototypical  of  a  new  wave  of 
workshops  was  “The  Enspirit- 
ment  of  Our  People:  the  Gay/Les¬ 
bian  dimension  of  Spirituality.” 
Definitely  new  form:  a  circle  in 
which  one  spoke  when  a  talisman 
arrived  into  one’s  hands.  But 
there  was  much  conflict  here,  too. 
Many  women, and  men  .were  en¬ 
raged  by  the  naive  denseness  of 
those  new  to  or  resistant  to  basic 
principles  of  feminism.  Also, 
there  was  much  honest  reporting 
on  personal  growth,  which  was 
often  irrelevant  to  the  much  dis¬ 
cussed  question  of  separatism. 

Undoubtedly  much  excellent 
thought  and  growth  went  on  dur¬ 
ing  the  workshops:  Assertiveness 
training  .  .  .  stepparenting  .  .  . 
poetry  and  fiction  readings  .  .  . 
legislation  in  the  ’80s  .  .  .  what  a 
pastor  can  do  .  .  .  meditation  .  .  . 
yoga  .  .  .  theater  .  .  .  gay  adoles¬ 
cents  .  .  .  aging  .  .  .  dance  ...  re¬ 
lationships  .  .  .  bisexuality  .  .  . 
pederasty  .  .  .  music  .  .  .  androgy¬ 
ny.  I  suspect,  however,  that  this 
imposing  edifice  of  offerings  is  as 
much  as  anything  a  rationale  for 
the  good  that  happens  on  the  peri¬ 
phery  of  any  conference.  During  a 
dance  workshop,  I  looked  up  to 
see  Andy,  who  had  counseled  me 
during  a  particularly  difficult  time 
ten  years  ago.  We  sat  out  a  later 


session  and  filled  each  other  in  on 
the  intervening  years.  He’s  still  in 
academia,  about  to  publish  a 
book  on  counseling,  but  he’s 
totally  detached  from  it,  mildly 
hostile  —  it’s  a  job,  an  income. 

Andy  comes  alive  telling  me 
about  Alcoholics  Anonymous. 
Drinking  was  preventing  him 
from  doing  or  being  anything  con¬ 
structive,  and  as  he  put  it  “I’m 
not  sure  I’d  refer  anybody  to 
therapy.”  I  see  a  flash  of  anger  as 
he  mentions  the  money  down  the 
drain,  the  false  promises  of  a  psy¬ 
chiatrist,  and  then  a  flush  of 
warmth  as  he  describes  the  five  or 
six  people  in  his  AA  group  who 
met  to  talk  and  socialize  almost 
nightly  for  a  full  year  —  this  is  his 
community,  the  thing  which 
makes  him  still  idealistic.  He 
points  out  what  a  large  number  of 
folk  from  AA  are  at  this  confer¬ 
ence. 

Later:  I  recognize  a  friendly 
face  from  the  day  before;  we 
begin  to  chat.  “Are  you  one  of  the 
fairies?’  he  asks.  Already  this  elu¬ 
sive  idea  (see  GCN  Vol.  7,  No.  11) 
has  transmuted  into  an  in-group 
in  his  mind.  My  friend  is  attracted 
by  the  ideas  but  reluctant  to 
“join.”  I  ask  him  what  it’s  like  to 
be  one  of  the  few  blacks  here.  We 
kiss  goodbye  a  bit  more  warmly 
than  one  might  expect  for  a  ten 
minute  acquaintance,  and  I  feel  at 
home;  I  belong  here. 

Between  workshops,  I  see  a 
woman,  shaking  and  almost  liter¬ 
ally  coming  apart  at  the  seams. 
Most  everyone  is  ignoring  her;  I 
wonder  where  our  sense  of  per¬ 
sonal  responsibility  is,  amidst  all 
this  rhetoric.  I  ask  her  if  I  can  be 
of  some  help:  she  screams  in 
agony:  “I  want  to  kill  her,  I  want 
her  off  this  earth.”  The  target  of 
her  anger  is  a  few  yards  away,  pro¬ 
tected  by  some  friends.  Her 


attacker  shouts  epithets.  One  con¬ 
cludes  they  have  been  in  a  psychi¬ 
atrist  -patient  relationship,  it  all 
passes  as  quickly  as  it  began. 

To  remind  us  of  some  larger 
context,  the  building  schedulers  at 
UCLA  have  conveniently  prb- 
vided  the  conference  participants 
with  a  foil.  Simultaneous  with 
GAU6  is  a  major  competition  of 
Irish  dancing.  Hundreds  of  little 
girls,  the  occasionally  brave  and 
scared  little  boy,  and  their  intense 
parents  sit  for  days  while  #589  gets 
up  to  do  her  little  jig,  and  is 
graded  by  the  examiners.  Like  an 
Irish  little  league  —  it  really  does 
matter  if  one  wins  or  loses,  and 
the  dance  has  long  lost  its  social 
and  spiritual  meaning.  A 
humorless  version  of  Miss  Jean 
Brodie  coaxes  her  little  girls 
through  the  figures  before  they 
perform:  is  she  aware  of  how 
appalled  I  am  at  what  she  is 
doing? 

Throughout  the  weekend,  the 
Irish  girls  are  mildly  fascinated  by 
us  queers.  Their  parents  are  edgy 
and  standoffish.  Early  on  Friday- 
one  nuclear  family  heads  toward 
the  coffee  in  the  GAU  registration 
room,  to  notice  only  too  late  into 
whose  company  they  have  wan¬ 
dered.  Father  puts  his  coffee 
down  and  beats  a  hasty  retreat. 
They  are  far  less  equipped  to  share 
the  space  with  us  than  we  are  to 
share  with  them.  They  are  scared, 
not  by  anything  we  do,  but  by  us 
just  being  us.  How  odd. 

I  am  not  an  academic,  and 
maintain  a  healthy  distance  from 
that  world,  which  often  seems 
overly  committed  to  hierarchy, 
intellect  and  “objectivity.”  But  I 
left  GAU6  impressed  with  the  seri¬ 
ousness  of  purpose,  the  increasing 
respect  for  non-academic  pursuits 
and  the  awareness  of  the  larger 
world  of  these  gay  academics. 


Rock  ’n’  Roll 

into  the  new  decade 

NEW  YEAR’S  DAY  •  Tues.,  Jan.  1, 1980 

3  p.m.  to  9  p.m.  (our  Tea  Rock  ’n’  Roll) 

and 

TIIF^nAY^-  January  15, 1980 
lUCOUMTO.  January  29, 1930 

9  p.m.  to  2  a.m. 

Music  by  Bill  Walsh 


733  Boylston  Street  •  Boston  •  262-2480 
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THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 


.STATION  423-4340 


Direct  from  New  York 

"Young  Chickens" 

ond 

"Creme  de  Banana"  X 


Boston's  Best  Alt  Mote  Showl 


'Born  to  Raise  Hell” 


GRAND  OPENING  WEEK! 


CHARLES  ST. 
PET  CENTER 

250  Cambridge  St. 


RAFFLE 


-Tut  my  dear! 

You  haven't  been  subscribing 
to  GCN.  Don't  uuait  another 
3,000  years.  Subscribe  today! 
The  subscription  form  is  on  the 
bock  page. 


TOE 


Telephone  267-8281 


725  BOYLSTON  STREET 
BOSTON.  MASS  02116 


John  P  Ward 

Attorney  at  Law 

Serving  the  Community 
2  i’ark  Square 

Boston.  Massachusetts 021  lo 
ol7-42o-2020 


■_  Odyssey  of  a  Unicom  * 

The  Reaffirmation  of  Life 


By  Nancy  Walker 

Without  rituals,  celebrations 
and  ceremonies,  life  is  dishwater 
dull,  with  no  more  variation  than 
“Hickory,  dickory  dock.”  We 
need  special  days  and  special 
events  that  make  us  different  from 
the  other  animals,  and  create  and 
cement  community.  However,  we, 
as  gays,  have  been  outcasts;  in 
many  cases,  unless  we  chose  to 
hide  our  true  identities,  we  have 
been  barred  from  participation  in 
some  of  our  society’s  most  beauti¬ 
ful  rituals,  and  insofar  as  we  live 
without  ritual,  without  a  sense  of 
the  specialness  of  certain 
occasions,  we  are  dehumanized. 

We  who  have  opted  out  or  been 
kicked  out  of  the  straight 
community’s  rituals,  must,  to  pre¬ 
serve  and  create  community  of 
our  own,  establish  rituals  for  our¬ 
selves.  We  must  not  let  days  pass 
into  other  days,  all  alike,  without 
special  demarcation.  We  must 
celebrate  joy  or  sorrow  in  appro¬ 
priate  depth  by  sharing  something 
out  of  the  ordinary  with  other  in¬ 
dividuals  with  whom  we  have 
bonds  of  devotion  and  commit¬ 
ment. 

Religion  is  attractive  for  many 
psychological  reasons.  Much  of  its 
drawing  power  comes  from  its 
rituals,  from  the  satisfaction  de¬ 
rived  from  the  repetition  of  fam¬ 
iliar  words  and  movements  that 
accompany  a  feeling  of  commun¬ 
ity,  of  closeness,  of  safety  in  being 
part  of  a  group  with  shared 
values.  Religion  gets  its  power 
from  many  sources  other  than  a 
concept  of  god  or  a  moral  philo¬ 
sophy.  It  gets  much  of  its  power 
from  the  deep-rooted  need  of 
human  beings  to  share  in 
mysteries  and  rituals,  in  celebra¬ 
tion  and  ceremonies. 

To  many  of  us,  organized  reli¬ 
gion  is  obnoxious.  Yet  if  we  throw 
out  the  sense  of  peace,  order  and 
joy  that  flows  from  religious 
ritual,  we  impoverish  ourselves. 
So  we  create  our  own  rituals.  And 
this  need  not  be  a  heavy  or  somber 
affair.  Life  is  enriched  by  ritual, 
by  making  much  of  what  might  be 
passed  over  unless  we  concern 
ourselves  with  it. 

Rituals  may  be  both  large  and 
public  or  small  and  private  —  just 
for  a  couple  or  even  for  an  indi¬ 
vidual.  The  person  who  lives  alone 
must  occasionally  make  a  special 
meal  and  eat  it  by  candlelight,  or 
the  light  in  the  soul  may  go  out. 

My  sother  and  I  have  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  personal  rituals.  We  have 
a  very  particular  breakfast  every 
Sunday.  We  do  not  make  that 
meal  at  any  other  time,  and  we 
look  forward  to  it  each  week. 
Every  special  good  fortune,  every 
new  job,  every  small  triumph, 
gives  rise  to  a  special  ceremony 
tailored  to  the  event.  We  have  our 
annual  rituals,  our  seasonal 
rituals,  and  our  daily  rituals. 
Every  day,  for  us,  is  some  kind  of 
celebration.  Having  dinner 
together,  no  matter  how  late,  is  of 
moment.  Routine,  rut  and  bore¬ 
dom  do  not  enter  our  life  together 
because  we  are  both  positively 
addicted  to  the  creation  of  special¬ 
ness,  and  the  finding  of  great 


pleasure  in  small  matters. 

We  have  friends  who  give 
annual  parties  to  celebrate  the 
Christmas  season.  Literally 
hundreds  of  women  have  attended 
these  festivities  over  the  years  and 
been  greatly  enriched  by  the  ex¬ 
perience.  We  would  not  willingly 
give  up  the  opportunity  to  share  in 
that  yearly  giving  and  receiving  of 
affection  and  hope. 

Some  time  ago  my  sother  and  I 
attended  a  French  horn  recital 
given  by  Kim  Mohr,  one  of  the 
GCN  ad  reps,  as  part  of  her  senior 
evaluation  requirements  for  music 
school.  A  large  number  of  Kim’s 
friends  from  the  gay  community 
came  to  the  concert  and  after¬ 
wards  to  the  apartment  where  Kim 
lives  with  her  sother,  Neuma 
Crandall,  GCN' s  Advertising 
Manager.  I  don’t  know  what  I  was 
expecting,  but  I  guess  1  wasn’t 
prepared  for  the  fullness  of  the 
festivities,  which  seemed  “just 
like  a  Bar  Mitzvah  or  a  graduation 
party.”  My  middleclass  values, 
firmly  imprinted  by  the  straight 
world  in  which  I  had  always  lived, 
led  me  to  assume  that  gays  would 
celebrate  such  an  occasion 
differently,  or  not  at  all.  When  I 
finally  let  what  was  actually  taking 
place  penetrate  the  fog  in  my 
head,  I  realized  that  the  celebra¬ 
tion  I  was  enjoying  was  indeed 
like  the  “straight”  affairs  of  its 
kind  that  I  had  been  to.  The  signi¬ 
ficant  difference,  of  course,  was 
that  this  was  a  celebration  for  a 
gay  woman,  put  together  by  her 
sother  with  the  aid  of  loving 
friends  who  were  both  gay  and 
nongay. 

For  once  the  triumphant 
passing  of  a  milestone  in  the 
career  of  a  young  lesbian  was 
being  given  proper  emphasis  by 
her  friends  and  family,  and  there 
was  no  attempt  to  minimize  or 
ignore  altogether  (as  is  so  often 
the  case)  the  fact  of  anybody’s 
gayness.  Somehow,  either  by 
instinct  or  design,  Neuma  and 
Kim  had  done  the  precisely  right 
thing.  They  had  marked  a  very 
special  occasion  in  a  traditionally 
warm  and  communally  inclusive 
way.  They  had  shared  their  joy 
with  “their  people,”  making  the 
joy  richer  by  sharing  it,  and  the 
people  more  whole  by  allowing 
them  to  participate  in  meaningful 
celebration. 

Ritual,  celebration  and 
ceremony,  all  the  acts  by  which  we 
as  human  beings  declare  our 
humanity  and  identify  with  one 
another,  have  historically  been 
part  of  the  behavior  of  social 
groups.  We  gays,  as  a  large  social 
group,  should  foster  tradition 
among  ourselves.  It  was 
important  for  Kim  and  Neuma  to 
celebrate  Kim’s  senior  recital.  It 
was  vital  for  members  of  the  gay 
community  to  be  included  in  that 
celebration. 

Another  tremendous  celebra¬ 
tory  outpouring  was  the  recent 
March  on  Washington.  That  occa¬ 
sion,  like  Stonewall,  should  be 
commemorated  yearly  in  some 
definite,  communal  way.  The 
Stonewall  riots  are  marked  by 
annual  Gay  Pride  marches  every 


June.  We  should  do  something 
every  October  to  remind  ourselves 
that  for  one  weekend  in  October 
of  1979,  Washington,  DC  was  a 
very  triumphantly  gay  city. 

We  forge  bonds  by  marking 
occasions  and  by  performing 
ritual  actions.  When  individuals 
suffer  great  pain,  that  pain  can  be 
assuaged  in  ritual  ways,  just  as  joy 
can  be  increased  by  celebration. 
Funerals  provide  a  means  of  con¬ 
fronting  pain  and  gaining  perspec¬ 
tive.  The  loss  of  David  Brill  is  still 
very  new  in  our  consciousness. 
Many  of  us  who  attended  his  fun¬ 
eral  learned  facts  about  David 
that  we  never  knew  before.  We 
participated  in  a  service  that  gave 
us  some  measure  of  peace  because 
we  came  as  a  community  to  pay 
respect,  and  to  comfort  one 
another. 

Usually,  when  gay  people  die, 
their  friends  are  not  welcome  at 
the  funeral,  or  they  are  forced  to 
play-  straight.  In  any  case,  gays 
are,  for  the  most  part,  barred 
from  full  self-expression  at  one  of 
the  saddest  of  life’s  junctures.  In 
recognition  of  this  fact,  and  the 
need  of  the  human  heart  to  un¬ 
burden  itself,  and  seek  solace  in 
the  presence  of  kindred  spirits,  a 
special  memorial  service  was  held 
by  the  gay  community  for  David 
at  the  Arlington  Street  Church  in 
Boston.  That  service  helped  many 
of  us  to  go  on,  to  pull  ourselves 
together  and  rededicate  ourselves 
to  the  principles  for  which  David 
had  worked  so  tirelessly  and 
courageously. 

With  the  holidays  upon  us,  it 
seems  appropriate  to  consider  the 
impprtanse  pi  rjlliaJ JtOjLfiSlfibra- 
tion  in  our  lives.  So  many  of  us  go 
“home”  for  the  holidays.  But 
what  is  “home?”  Is  it  a  place  of 
family,  and  pretending  to  be 
straight?  Is  it  sitting  at  the  dinner 
table  with  Aunt  Minnie  and 
Cousin  Jake,  and  Mother  and 
Father,  and  sister  and  her 
children,  while  your  sother  is  on 
the  other  side  of  the  country 
sitting  at  a  similar  table,  both  of 
you  in  your  separate  “homes” 
waiting  impatiently  for  the  “cele¬ 
bration”  to  be  over? 

Surely  something  is  wrong  with 
this  picture.  Gays  should  be  able 
to  celebrate  Christmas  or 
Chanukah  or  the  Winter  Solstice 
in  revelries  that  do  not  preclude 
gay  self-expression.  “Home  for 
the  Holidays”  should  not  rule  out 
gay  community  rituals.  We  need 
each  other  to  share  joy  and  ward 
off  the  loneliness  and  isolation 
that  often  accompany  this  particu¬ 
lar  season.  It  is  not  necessary  to 
turn  our  backs  on  our  blood  ties, 
for  that  is  a  terrible  kind  of 
wrenching,  but  we  must  make  ties 
of  our  own,  and,  hopefully,  keep 
working  for  the  day  (and  I  know  it 
will  come)  when  it  will  be  perfectly 
comfortable  for  all  of  us  to  “go 
home  for  the  holidays”  with 
sothers  or  friends  or  just  with  our 
undisguised  selves  to  celebrate 
what  is  best  about  festive  occa¬ 
sions  —  the  sharing  of  our  essen¬ 
tial  humanity  and  the  reaffirma¬ 
tion  of  life  itself. 


Manual 

Continued  from  Page  14 
establishments  which  cater  to  their 
kind.  This  literature  will  most 
likely  be  illustrated  by  photo¬ 
graphs  or  drawings  of  nude  or 
nearly  nude  men  in  obscene  poses. 

One  last  item  to  be  on  the  look 
out  for  in  the  case  of  both  male 
and  female  homes  is  the  use  of  the 
symbol  of  an  upside  down  pink 
triangle.  Homo  propagandists 
claim  this  pink  triangle  was  used 
by  the  Nazis  to  identify  homo¬ 
sexuals  in  order  to  inter  them  in 


Nazi  concentration  camps.  This  is 
merely  a  homo  ploy  in  order  to 
gain  sympathy  from  misguided 
liberals.  All  loyal  Americans  know 
that  Nazis  and  homosexuals  were 
one  and  the  same, 

At  the  present  time  the  above 
guidelines  must  be  followed  in 
order  to  root  out  this  evil  which 
threatens  our  families,  our 
national  security  and  the  very 
foundations  on  which  this  great 
country  has  been  built.  Clearly  the 
Immigration  Department  needs  a 
more  scientific  process  by  which 


perverts  of  both  sexes  can  be 
identified.  At  the  present  time 
such  a  breakthrough  is  being  de¬ 
veloped.  But  until  this 
technological  milestone  is  dis¬ 
covered  it  falls  to  you,  the  Immi¬ 
gration  Department  Employee, 
to  protect  your  fellow  normal 
Americans. 

Let  this  agency  assure  its  em¬ 
ployees  that  a  government  which 
has  developed  the  means  by  which 
all  life  forms  on  this  planet  can  be 
efficiently  destroyed  will  not  fail 
in  this  most  imperative  endeavor. 
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Snap  Shots 

Continued  from  Page  12 
this  consistency  of  characteriza¬ 
tion  that  allows  Fredricks  to  move 
from  belly  laughs  to  really  serious 
moments  within  a  matter  of  a  few 
moments.  These  transitions  work 
so  effectively  because  we  really 
believe  in  the  characters  and  will 
go  with  them  no  matter  what  they 
are  saying  (compare  this  to  Neil 
Simon,  all  of  whose  characters 
speak  as  though  they  are  on  a 
theater  stage  somewhere  on  52nd 
St.). 

With  its  all- women  cast  and 
catty  dialogue,  Snap  Shots,  at  first 
glance,  looks  like  Clare  Booth 
Luce’s  The  Women.  Some  femi¬ 
nists  have  lambasted  the  Booth 
play  for  being  oppressive  because 
of  its  stereotypical  images  of 
women;  others  have  praised  it  as  a 
play  about  oppression  (since  all 


the  women  do  is  fight  about  their 
men).  Snap  Shots  avoids  either  of 
these  classifications  because  it  is 
genuinely  concerned  about  its 
women  characters  (something  that 
the  Luce  play  never  managed). 
For  all  of  the  bickering,  cattiness, 
and  what  in  less  enlightened  days 
used  to  be  called  bitchiness,  the 
women  in  the  play  are  all  realized 
characters;  we  care  about  them, 
though  we  probably  don’t  like 
them  very  much,  and  respond,  not 
with  condescension,  but  kindly, 
and  honestly  to  them. 

The  one  problem  with  the  play 
is  the  character  of  Bess.  She  is  ob¬ 
viously  the  center  balance,  the 
most  identifiable  type  to  the  audi¬ 
ence,  but  she  is  not  all  that  con¬ 
vincing.  While  all  of  the  other 
characters  have  wonderfully 
drawn  quirks,  Bess  is  the  most 
“normal”  and  therefore  the  least 
interesting.  Fredricks  seems  to 


have  seen  this  and  tried  to  make 
her  more  everyday,  not  special, 
but  she  still  loses  out  to  the  other 
characters. 

Jane  Austen  said  that  she  could 
never  write  a  scene  with  only  men 
in  it,  because  she  had  no  idea  what 
men  spoke  about  when  women 
were  not  present.  Ralph  Fredricks 
does  not  have  the  same  hesitation, 
and  I’ve  not  had  the  experience 
either,  so  I  can’t  say  if  the  play 
portrays  accurately  the  way 
women  speak  when  there  are  no 
men  present.  However,  the  dia¬ 
logue  is  certainly  that  of  a  well- 
written,  well-constructed  play. 

The  cast  of  Snap  Shots  is  uni¬ 
formly  good  —  Jean  Comstock  as 
Dot  is  a  real  standout  —  and  the 
direction  is  brisk  and  efficient. 
Snap  Shots  is  a  tight,  small  play 
that  is  too  good  to  just  fade  away. 
It’s  worth  paying  attention  to. 


Open  Letter 

Continued  from  Page  11 
ections,  how  not  to  starve  to 
death,  how  to  escape  killing 
diseases,  how  to  bear  rape  and 
whoredom,  how  to  avoid  being 
maimed,  how  to  bear  witness  to 
suffering  that  had  no  end  but 
death  in  sight:  how  to  remain  in 
any  sense  human  which  does  not 
mean  how  to  be  a  man. 

The  play  is  cheap;  and  my  two 
friends  and  I  came  away 
wondering  how  indeed  you  men 
can  bear  to  live  with  yrselves  now: 
as  ever  at  the  center  of  the  uni¬ 
verse  no  matter  who  else  is  dying 
or  how,  truth  distorted  and  facts 
denied  so  that  yr  manhood  can 
stay  at  the  center  of  the  universe: 
others  not  defined  precisely  and 
absolutely  by  manhood  (Jews,  too 
emasculated  to  be  reckoned  men; 
women,  children  of  whatever 
origins)  nowhere  in  yr  perception. 

And  I  came  away  —  I  will  not 
attribute  this  piece  of  rage  to  my 
friends  —  sick  to  death  of  the 
Jewish  male  writer  who  always 
finds  a  way  to  make  his  suffering 
—  be  it  in  Portnoy’s  Complaint 
(the  Jewish  male  heterosexual 
agony)  or  Bent  (the  Jewish  homo¬ 
sexual  male-male  agony)  —  the 
supreme  suffering.  Because  what 
you  did  was  to  tell  the  folks  in 
Camden  or  wherever  that  being 
gay  was  worse  than  being  Jewish: 
and  it  is  a  false  issue  and  a  perni¬ 
cious  one.  And  in  the  end  it  is  the 
denial  of  being  Jewish  that  I  find 
so  astonishing  in  the  play  that  you 
wrote  —  and  also  yr  inability 
apparently  to  believe  that  on  its 
own  terms,  without  comparison, 
the  suffering  of  male  homosexuals 
in  the  camps  was  an  agony  unto 
itself  and  no  comparison  —  let 
alone  falsification  of  what 
happened  to  the  Jews  —  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  render  that  agony  over¬ 


Richard  Gere  (Max) 

whelming  and  impossible  and 
insane  and  insufferable.  An  artist 
could  have  shown  it;  a  liar  —  pur¬ 
poseful  or  not  —  cannot.  And  so 
yr  play  stands  or  falls  on  whether 
one  accepts  yr  arrogant  measure¬ 
ment  of  who  suffered  more:  and 
any  knowledge  of  the  camps  for¬ 
bids  such  measurement.  And  so, 
despite  the  fine  acting  and  the  fine 
production,  three  lesbian  femi¬ 
nists,  two  Jewish  and  one  not,  left 
sick  at  heart:  not  sick  about  the 
camps,  or  sick  about  the  suffering 
of  homosexual  men  in  the  camps, 
but  sick  about  the  refusal  of  yet 
another  male  artist  to  put  aside 
being  male  —  self-indulgent,  self- 
centered,  self-involved,  self- 
pitying  —  in  order  to  confront 
reality.  And  we  found  ourselves 
asking  —  yet  again  —  if  men  will 
ever  be  able  to  give  up  the  mysti¬ 
fying  romance  of  masculinity  to 
face  the  more  sober  and  terrifying 
tragedy  and/ or  triumph  of  what  it 
means  to  be.  It  is  a  question  we  all 
tired  of  asking  long  ago:  the 
answer,  it  appears,  is  still  no. 

Sincerely, 
Andrea  Dworkin 
New  York  City 
November  30,  1979 
©  1979  by  Andrea  Dworkin 
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ANNOUNCING  ... 

SPECIAL  HOLIDAY  RATES! 


Let  your  thoughtfulness  as  a 
friend  be  remembered  every 
week  with  a  gift  subscription  to 
GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS, 
America’s  leading  lesbian  and 
gay  newsweekly. 


—SPECIAL  HOLIDAY  RATES— 


Regular 

Holiday 

Rates 

Special 

1  yr. 

$17.50 

$14.00 

25  wks. 

$10.00 

$7.00 

12  wks. 

$5.00 

$4.00 

lease  send  gift  subscriptions  to  the  following: 

ame  — - - - - — - 


ddress 
ity - 


State. 


-Zip- 


ift  card  to  read  from  - - - - — — — - 

□$14-1  yr.  D$7-25  wks.  D$4-12  wks. 


Name  - - 

Address  - - - 

City _  State - Zip - 

Gift  card  to  read  from  - 

□$14-1  yr.  D$7-25  wks.  D$4-12  wks. 

Name  _ _ _ _ _ 

Address  - - - 

City _ _ State - Zip - 

□$14-1  yr  D$7-25  wks. D$4-12  wks. 

Your  Name  _ - - - 

Your  Address  - — - 

City _ _ _  State - Zip - 

I  enclose  payment  of - - - - - 

Charge  my  order  to:  DVISA  □MASTERCHARGE 

Mail  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions 
22  Bromfield  St. 
Boston,  MA  02108 

Name - — - - — 

Account  No.  - - - 

Expiration  Date - 

Signature  — - - - - 


Name - 

Address - - - - 

City _ _ _ State. 

Gift  card  to  read  from 

□$14-1  yr.  D$7-25  wks. 


-Zip- 


All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make  check  or 
money  order  payable  to  "GCN”.  Do  not  send  cash  through  the  mail.  Our 
subscriber  list  is  confidential,  and  is  never  sold  or  used  except  for 
mailing  GCN.  Add  20%  of  Regular  Rate  for  foreign. 

Please  don’t  delay,  offer  expires  Jan.  15,  1980. 


□$4-12  wks. 
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FRIENDS 


GWM,  5 '11 170,  gd  Ikng,  prof,  infd  in 
nature,  folk  music,  art,  photography,  & 
x-country  skng,  would  Ik  to  share 
support,  growth  &  fun  with  spiritual 
people.  GCN  Box  166. _ (22) 

GWF,  well  almost  anyway,  40,  bone- 
lonely,  desperately  needs  a  friend  In 
Southern  Maine.  Like  music,  warm 
fires,  animals,  gentleness.  GCN  Box 

162. _ (22) 

Lesbian  seeks  another,  help  house-sit 
near  Wellesley  College.  3  mon.  to  start 
Jan.  Must  like  animals,  non-smoker 
pref.  GCN  Box  163.  (22) 


PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
Another  venture  has  begun 
It  may  be  work,  it  may  be  fun 
It  may  be  toil,  and  it  may  be  play 
But  I  am  in  it  for  the  pay. 

As  for  you  . . .  you're  pure  pleasure. 

I  love  you  incalculably,  as  usual. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

????????????????????????????????? 

SNOOPY 

The  talk  was  superb  . . .  again.  Maybe 
we  should  really  propose  a  class  in  the 
techniques  of  self-destructing  . . . 
_ _ Mousapine. 

STANLEY  ST.  GEORGE 
Long  time  no  hear.  Is  everything  all 
right?  Hope  you  are  well  and  happy. 
How  are  things  with  Bobby??? 


MY  PRETTY  LADY 
You’ve  decorated  my  life. 


Brown  Bear 


LOOKING  FOR  CRAFTSMAN/ARTIST 
A  man  who  is  playful,  sensitive,  posi¬ 
tive,  adventurous,  creative  and  roman¬ 
tic.  Someone  tall  and  probably  older, 
warm  and  gentle  for  a  creative  and 
mutually  supportive  working  and  loving 
committed  relationship.  I  enjoy  physi¬ 
cal  activities,  music,  art,  books,  movies, 
building  and  designing  handmade 
homes,  old  things,  gardening,  animals, 
grass,  sipping  sherry,  dressing  casual¬ 
ly,  being  with  close  friends,  being 
alone,  kids,  women,  staying  home 
going  opt,  the  city,  the  country,  laugh 
ing  and  crying.  Dislike  cruising,  pes 
simism,  carrots,  rigidity,  money  as  pri 
mary  value.  Considered  warm,  thought 
ful,  loving,  emotionally  intense,  bright 
independent.  Make  home  outside  na 
tional  park.  Prefer  this  location 
however  would  consider  another.  A  rug 
weaver,  28  years,  5 '6",  135  lbs,  brown 

eyes,  hair  and  skin.  Barn  Nov.  16,  1951, 
12:30AM.  Photo  not  essential,  but 
would  be  appreciated.  Martin  Peavy, 
Box  364,  Volcano,  Hawaii  96785.  (25) 

GWF  Young  40,  long  brown  hair  &  eyes, 
tailored  fern  dress.  Very  warm  &  atten¬ 
tive.  I  love  the  simple  &  elegant  things 
in  life!  Respond  to  GCN  Box  167.  (27) 

PROF  WF  LIVING  IN  MAINE 
Seeks  GWF  to  share  home.  Discretion 
assured,  must  have  a  sense  of  humor. 
No  drugs.  Sincere  &  caring.  My  likes  are 
cross  country  skiing,  swimming  in  own 
pool,  quiet  times,  tv,  movies.  Photo  & 
mailing  address  helpful.  GCN  Box  168. 
_ _ (24) 

SANDY  LATNER 

Thank  you  for  the  best  party  and  cele¬ 
bration  for  my  album  "Closet  Sale.”  The 
chopped  chicken  liver  was  great,  and  so 
are  you.  Love,  Maxine. _ (22) 

U-MASS  PGA 

To  all  my  friends  at  U-MASS  Amherst 
and  surrounding  areas.  I  think  of  you 
often  and  miss  you  a  lot.  Happy  Holi- 

days.  Love,  Mark  in  Oregon. _ (22) 

Women  interested  in  book  group  to  dis¬ 
cuss  lesbian  literature  please  write 
Dorsey,  94  Appleton  St.,  Boston  02116. 
_ (22) 

GWM,  masculine,  40ish  to  meet  same 
In  Boston  area.  GCN  Box  164.  (23) 

GWM,  28,  5' 11",  155  seeks  friendship. 
Recently  moved  to  Boston  area.  Busi¬ 
nessman,  travels  often.  Enjoys  movies, 
music  &  quiet  times  &  lasting  relation¬ 
ships.  Very  honest  and  caring  &  seek 
same.  GCN  Box  153. _ (22) 

GWF,  Iv  on  Cape  Cod,  int  in  meeting 
GWF  46 +  ,  int  inc  theatre,  music,  out¬ 
door  activ.  quiet  evens,  animal  lover,  en- 
joy  simple  lifestyle.  GCN  Box  149.  (22) 

ONE  CHICKEN  TO  LIVE  IN 
It’s  geting  cold  out!  GWM  31  looking 
for  1  boy  who  wants  to  move  in.  Will  pay 
expenses  &  allowance.  No  drugs.  Bi  or 
gay.  GCN  Box  158. _ (22) 

LOOKING  FOR  SIS 

Bea:  Have  own  apt  now.  Please  phone. 
Call  Info  for#.  Hell. _ (23) 

Man,  35,  Ikng  4  healthy,  happy  physical¬ 
ly  fit  guy,  probly  ynger,  4  something  Ing- 
Istng.  Things  I  like:  Building  and 
making  things,  wilderness  canoeing, 
music,  art,  swimming,  kids,  dogs, 
horses,  ice  cream,  TV,  movies,  bks, 
being  w/friends,  being  alone,  loving, 
talking,  laughing,  staying  home,  going 
out,  the  city,  the  bush.  Don’t  like: 
Cruising,  bars,  pickles,  strobe  lights, 
chrome  &  glass  furniture,  using  a  want- 
ad  to  meet  someone.  Considered  at¬ 
tractive,  6 180,  personable,  reasonably 
bright,  versatile,  warm,  Independent, 
stable.  Photo  not  essential,  but  would 
be  appreciated.  Bob  Williams,  Box  362, 
Station  K.  Toronto,  Canada. 
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(raveling  Portugal  March  and  April 
1980.  Any  suggestions  as  to  where  to 
stay,  what  to  see,  where  to  go?  P.O.  Box 
588,  Edgartown,  MA  02539. _ (22) 

WOMEN:  WE  NEED  OUR  OWN 
political  party  to  consolidate  our  power 
and  overthrow  the  economic  and  sexual 
relations  to  bring  about  a  society  that 
will  meet  the  needs  of  the  mothers  & 
therefore,  all  the  oppressed.  Call  Nancy 
522-5470. _  (?) 

WHAT  SIZE  DO  YOU  HAVE? 

3x5?  That’s  what  we’re  looking  for!  File 
cabinets  for  3x5  cards,  preferably  in 
rows  of  3  (to  fit  in  with  the  ones  we  al¬ 
ready  have)  Call  Mike  at  426-4469  If 
you’ve  got  any! _ (c) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  numbei 
in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classi¬ 
fieds,  Box _ ,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Bos 

ton,  MA  02108. 


Classifieds1 

Lesbian  Contact:  We  are  everywhere! 
Write  to  lesbians  in  other  parts  of  the 
U.S.  and  Canada.  Send  general  informa¬ 
tion  about  yourself,  (likes,  dislikes,  hob¬ 
bies,  etc.)  and  the  state  or  Province 
you’d  like  to  write  to.  Include  $1.00  for 
postage  and  handling  to:  Writesisters, 
P.O.  Box  8824,  Minneapolis,  MN  55408. 
_  (F ) 

CLEANING  SERVICE 
Houses/apts.  You  design  the  cleaning 
itinerary  for  your  needs.  Avail  day/night, 
perm/temp,  while  you're  home  or  away. 
Call  Robert  247-3338. _ (24) 

Typing  prof  quality  on  IBM  by  know¬ 
ledgeable,  experienced  person.  Term 
papers,  mss,  theses,  etc.  Best  rates. 
Camb.  Jan  Good  491-8798. _ (23) 

Responsible  young  male  adult  will 
house  sit  between  Dec  21  and  Jan.  7. 
Will  walk  &  feed  animals,  plants.  Call 
Joe  353-8196  mornings. _ (22) 


NH  GAY  COUNSELING 
Growth  and  crisis  —  men  and  women. 
Individual,  couple  and  family.  Lyn 
Foley,  Judy  Sigler,  both  MSW,  ACSW. 
By  app’t  only,  (603)  224-5600.  Concord. 

THERE’S  NOTHING  GAY 
About  a  drinking  problem!  For  profes¬ 
sional  help  call  Robert  Justin  Arnold, 
MSW,  CAC.  Mod.  fees.  Confidential. 
(212)  788-1596. _ (20) 

GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
Beginning,  has  openings. 

David  Sell  Associates  536-2665 
David  Sell,  M.D.  —  Director. 

HOUSE  CLEANING/GARDENING/ 
PAINTING 

Done  by  reliable  woman.  Reasonable 
rates.  Good  references.  Call  Paula  at 
625-5133  or  Jil  at  426-4469.  (c) 


ROOMMATES 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP,  COUNSELING. 
Newton  Comer,  Mass,  (off  the  Pike) 
(617)965-1311  for  appt. 


SERVICES 


THERAPY  GROUP  FOR  GAY  MEN 
is  now  forming  to  deal  with  issues  ol 
intimacy,  relationships,  and  gay  self 
image.  Call  628-8286  and  leave  mes 
sage  for  Jim  Fishman,  MSW. _ (22 

GAY  COUNSELING  SERVICE 
Individual  and  couples  counseling  foi 
lesbian  and  gay  men.  Sliding  fee  scale 
For  information  call  Sue  Vargo 
864-6432  (answering  service). _ (24 


ASSERTIVENESS  TRAINING 
Turley  and  Associates  announces  reg¬ 
istration  open  for  January  groups.  Call 
(617)  965-2040  for  more  info. _ (22) 

LIVING  ASTROLOGY 
Discover  a  new  path  &  follow  it.  Astrolo¬ 
gical  counsel  geared  to  personal 
growth.  Call  628-6588  or  call  1-922-4593 
collect,  ask  for  Beth. _ (21) 


WOMEN  S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

INDIVIDUAL  AND  COUPLE. 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  AND  REFERRAL. 

for  worn  on,  thoir  Hoods,  and  hmitiot. 

(61 7)  861  -8824  Lexington,  Mon. 


Announces  New  Hours  after  Oct.  1, 1979 
Mon.-Fri.  9am-5pm 

Wed.  9am-7pm 

Sat.  11am-2pm 

739  Boylston  St.,  Suite  407 
247-1832 


SERVING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY 
Humanistic  counseling  for  inds  and 
couples.  Open,  informal  atmosphere. 
Female  prof  Clinical  Soc.  Wrk.  15  yrs 
exp  in  SF/NYC.  Flexible  hours.  Fee 
negotiable  w/bartering  ,.hen  nec.  In  JP 
near  T.  Mariete  522-4572.  _ (26) 


COME  CLEAN 

2  men  will  clean  for  you;  or  odd  jobs. 
Reliable,  efficient,  honest.  Call  even- 
ings  6-1 1,445-3319. _ (21) 

A  MATTER  OF  PREFERENCE 
A  total  service  for  today's  society  of  in¬ 
telligent,  honest  &  sincere  gay  women. 
Offering  an  alternative  to  the  bars.  Con¬ 
fidential,  highly  personalized.  Send  $2 
for  info  &  details.  Results  guaranteed 
to:  Preference,  420  S.  Beverly  Dr.,  Bev- 
erly  Hills,  CA  90212.' _ (23) 

Gay  men,  therapy  for  individuals  and 
couples.  Help  with  lifestyle,  jealousy 
and  relationships.  Institute  for  Rational 
Living.  739-5063.  Lie.  Psychologist  (16) 

LESBIAN  COUPLES 
Established  lesbian  couples  with  a  few 
troublesome  problems?  Jill  Stewart, 
Lesbian  Feminist  counselor.  666-2778. 
_ (23) 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  are  distributed  nationwide,  pleaseindude  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  telephone  number. 

Non-business:  $3.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines  are  50 
cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters  per 
line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines 
are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office:  Our 
hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through  Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1 .00  for  a  phone  number  included  in 
a  Personal  ad. 

Box  numbers  are  available  at  $1 .00  for  6  weeks  if  you  pick 
up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail  for¬ 
warded,  the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is  forwarded 
at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks.  If  you  want  mail 
forwarded  for  a  3  month  period  a  $5.00  charge  will  be 
made  for  the  additional  time. 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run  _ 

Please  circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 


ACCOMMODATIONS 
JOBS  OFFERED 
JUST  FRIENDS 
MOVERS 
PERSONALS 
REAL  ESTATE 
ROOMMATES 
APARTMENTS 

Headlines _ 


FOR  SALE 
JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 


LOST  &  FOUND 
ORGANIZATIONS 


PRISONERS 


RESORTS 

SERVICES 


INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  WANTED 


MISCELL. 

PENPALS 


PUBLICATIONS 


RIDES 

WANTED 


.at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 


First  4  lines 


.at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 


Each  additional  line  at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 

Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1 .00/6  weeks  $_ 

Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  weeks  $_ 

Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1.00  $_ 

3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00  $_ 


TOTAL  ENCLOSED . $_ 

Please  Print  Neatly 


Name 


-City 


JState- 


Address 


Zip 


Signature 


Account  No. 


□  VISA 


-Phone 


Expiration  Date 


□  MASTERCHARGE 


BEACON  HILL  $103! 

2  GM  looking  for  GM  to  share  3  bdrm 
apt.  $103.33  incl  heat,  dishwasher, 
skylite,  exposed  brick.  Available  Jan  1. 
Call  Mike  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ 

GWF  prof  seeks  GWF  to  share  3  bdr,  2 
bth  home.  Pref  nonsmoker  30  + .  Have 
sm  dog  no  BJ  to  same  or  cat.  Great  lo¬ 
cation,  mins  to  beach,  schools,  enter¬ 
tain.  $110  +  util.  POB  260303,  Tampa, 
FL  33685. _ _ _ M& 

Les  prot  28,  seeks  space  in  house  or  apt 
w/other  lesbians.  Call  evenings,  Betsy 
935-0324. _ (22) 

2M,  IF  seek  4th  for  house  in  Bri  near  T, 
food  coop.  Parking  avail.  Non-smokers, 
pis.  Rent  $118.75  plus  utils.  Jan  1  or 
sooner.  783-0933  eves. _ (22) 


RIDES 


GWM  OR  F  WANTED  TO  FIND  APT 
And  make  a  home  in  Bos  and/or  New- 
buryport.  I  have  a  dog.  Looking  for  a 
person  who  is  stable  &  prof,  and  knows 
where  and  when  to  party.  Cig  OK,  of 
course.  Call  Ron  266-8385. _ (22) 

2  politically  aware  GMs  seek  M  or  F  to 
share  large  Dor  apt  near  Red  Line. 
$60/mo  +  heat.  Call  Michael  at 

436-4505  or  261 -8280  afternoon.  (22) 
GWM  has  handsome  home  to  share 
long  or  short  term  near  Watertown  Sq. 
Parking.  $350/mo.  Weekends  or  even- 
ings.  926-0489. _ (23) 

GWM  academic  expatriate  ivy  league 
graduate  travelled  literate  responsible 
young  forty  seeks  room  or  share  flat 
Boston  or  suburbs  near  MBTA  whole  or 
part  summer  1980  contact  Steve  12A 
Monkbridge  Rd.  Leeds  LS  64  DX 
England  (air  postage  31  cents).  (24) 

GWM  26  sk  GM  or  GF  to  share  Ige  3  br 
apt  in  Arlington.  Heat  by  forced  hot 
water.  Pkg,  dep.  Avail  Jan.  Your  share 
$200  &  split  gas  &  elec.  646-0481  afts. 
_ (24) 

Lesbian  feminist  wanted  for  wonderful 
JP  house  with  4  others.  Sharing,  danc¬ 
ing  &  laughing  a  must.  Near  T,  Pond  & 
Arb.  Safe,  friendly.  $1 25/mo.  Now  or 
Jan.  1.522-9760. _ (23) 

WANT  TO  LIVE  IN  LINCOLN? 
Lesbian  w/house,  kids,  ponies,  pets  &  2 
sizeable  gardens,  would  like  to  find 
companionable  F  housemate  with  large 
tolerance  for  chaos,  &  a  good  deal  of 
patience.  Rent  $85/mo  incl  util.  Must 
have  car.  259-0063,  Paula.  (c) 

Share  spacious  conveniently  located 
but  primitive  Cambridgeport  house. 
$100/mo.,  plus  part  of  util.  Prefer  GM 
student  not  into  tobacco,  alcohol  or 
drugs.  Write  GCN  Box  159. _ (22) 

We  are  three  gay  men  who  are  looking 
for  other  gay  men  to  live  in  a  comfor¬ 
table  house  with  us  on  Fort  Hill.  Call 
442-2061 . _ (22) 


Van  going  to  Miami-Ft.  Laud.  Riders 
wanted  to  share  gas.  Leaving  12/26  or 
27,  returning  1/5  or  6.  924-3920.  Ask  for 
Dave. _ (22) 


FOR  SALE 


12  STRING  GUITAR 
Yamaha  FG-230.  Excellent  condition 
$125  or  best  offer.  Call  Kim  at  391-2033 
evenings. _  (c) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Tom  Wilson’s  “Gay  Name  Game”  is  13 
original  songs:  funny,  satirical  and  gay. 
GCN  called  it,  “witty,  reflective  ...  a 
winner.”  $7.50  from  Aboveground 
Records,  Box  2191,  Philadelphia,  PA 
19103.  Shipped  same  day. _ (22) 

MOST  EXCLUSIVE  CLUB  IN  TOWN 

That’s  right!  You  can  join  the  frantic, 
funny,  fabulous,  group  of  men  and 
women  who  have  the  rare  privilege  of 
folding  and  stuffing  the  paper  at  the 
GCN  offices  on  Friday  nights.  Come 
early  and  reserve  your  own  special 
place  to  "stuff  It." 


WANTED 


Need  place  to  stay  on  Key  West,  1  or  2 
nites  for  2  women,  Feb-Mar  ’80  in  exch 
for  room  in  VT  any  future  time.  Arr  by 
exch  of  letters.  GCN  Box  169. _ (23) 


MOYERS 


GRANDMOTHERS  HELPERS 
Anything,  anywhere  —  all  size  trucks, 
with  dollies,  straps  and  pads  —  fast 
and  efficient.  Very  reliable.  Careful, 
cheerful  and  cheap.  864-0844, _ (31) 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Licensed  and  insured.  Reliable. 
Experienced 

_ 661-2958 _ (16) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 
Licensed— Insured—  Professional 
24  hrs./day-7  days/wk.  No  O.T.  charges. 
Local  Jobs-Local  Rates.  354-2184 


APARTMENTS 


One  bedrm  apt  to  sublet  in  West  Fens. 

2  large  sunny  rms,  alcove,  kitchen. 

Available  Jan.  1,  perhaps  sooner.  Rent 
$275/mo.  Info  536-7658. _ (22) 

3  rm  apt  So  End,  $250‘mo,  heated.  Top 

floor.  Call  261-2054. _ (22) 

SOUTH  END  —  Pleasant  sunny  one- 
room  studio  on  top  floor,  share  bath.- 
All-gay  apartment  building.  We  are  all 
self-sufficient,  happy  people  and  wish 
to  preserve  our  nice  environment  with 
another  pleasant  compatible  person. 
$195  per  month  includes  use  of  laundry 
facilities;  gas  and  electric  extra.  Good 
place  for  a  quiet  person.  References 
and  security  deposit  required.  This  is 
one  of  the  best  locations  in  the  South 
End.  Phone  Dave,  661-6975. _ 

3  rm  apt  $225  heat  &  gas  inc.  Own 
occup  townhse.  Quiet,  safe  neighbor¬ 
hood.  Ideal  for  single  GF/GM.  South 
Boston  locale.  10  min  fr  Downtown,  nr 
trans.  Avail  Jan  1.  GCN  Box  165.  (22) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

Part-time  assistant  required  by  arts  re¬ 

source  consultant.  Ideal  for  student 
seeking  arts  admin  career.  Writing 
skills  needed;  some  travel.  For  infor¬ 
mation:  tel  (617)241-9751. _ (22) 

CENTURY  AUTO  RENTALS 
Part  time  20  to  30  hrs  per  wk.  Must  be 
18  yrs  or  older  with  a  valid  driver’s 
license.  May  lead  to  full  time  emp.  For 
info  call  426-0003.  (20) 

Wanted:  Gay  male  30-35  for  caretaker 
on  country  home.  Must  like  animals, 
gardening,  inside,  outside  work.  Physi¬ 
cally  fit,  pleasant  and  nice  personality. 
Do  not  smoke  or  drink.  Write  P.  Flint, 
Box  24A,  Munsonville,  NH  03457.  (23) 

GAY  VERMONT  RESORT  HIRING 
Short  order  cook,  painter,  barback 
maintenance,  waiter.  Send  job  resume 
&  recent  photo  to  Mr.  Herman,  Box  371, 
Bellows  Falls,  VT 05101. _ (22) 

HIT  PARADE  NEEDS  YOU 
We  are  looking  for  someone  to  handle 
the  day  to  day  business  of  advertising, 
sales  &  service.  Sales  exp  not  neces¬ 
sary,  just  efficiency  &  ability  to  work  in 
a  casual  atmosphere  while  providing 
professional  results.  Commission 
negotiable.  All  interested  parties  call 
Hit  Parade  Magazine  268-5800.  Leave 
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FUNDRAISER  WANTED 
Quest:  a  feminist  quarterly  (a  501  (CX3) 
organization),  is  looking  for  a  fundraiser 
who  can  work  on  a  commissioned 
basis.  In  its  fifth  year,  Quest  is  an  inde¬ 
pendent  journal  publishing  feminist 
theory  and  political  analysis.  Join  us  In 
a  unique  work  experience.  Our  only  re¬ 
quirement  Is  enthusiasm!  Contact: 
Alexa  Freeman,  P.O.  Box  8843,  Wash- 
ington,  DC  20003,  (202)  293-1347.  (x) 

FUNDRAISER  WANTED 
Earn  a  commission  raising  funds  for 
the  Mass.  Caucus  for  Gay  Legislation. 
Exciting  part-time  work.  Call  after  3, 
M-Th  at  742-4811,  Thank  you. _ 

AD  REPS 

Rapidly  expanding  Feminist  Monthly 
has  openings  for  P.T.-F.T.  reps.  Salary 
based  on  experience,  plus  15%  com- 
mission.  661-3567, _ (x) 

EXCITING  OPPORTUNITY 

Ad  reps  needed  to  work  immediately! 
F.T.  or  P.T.  during  your  own  hrs.  Meet 
new  people,  explore  new  places.  Great 
for  supplemental  income.  20%  com¬ 
mission.  Will  train.  Looking  for  reps  to 
work  NYC,  Wash.  DC,  Mid-west  ...  all 
areas.  Ad  agency  inquiries  encouraged! 
Call  "Yama,"  Gay  Community  News 
(617)426-7042.  _  (C) 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

THE  HOUSE  BOSTON 
Guest  Rooms— Ngtly  Rates 
Fum  Rooms  &  Apts— Wkly  Rates 
Restaurant  &  Bar 
(617)783-5701—5131  (35) 


PRISONERS 


We  get  many  requests  from  gays  in 
prison  to  put  pen  pal  ads  in  for  them. 
Limited  space  prevents  us  from  print¬ 
ing  as  many  of  these  ads  as  we  would 
•like  to,  since  the  prisoners  do  not  have 
the  funds  to  pay  for  their  ads.  We  will 
print  more  if  anyone  out  there  is  willing 
to  contribute.  For  each  $3  we  receive 
we  can  print  one  more  pen  pal  ad.  Send 
checks  to  Penpals,  GCN  Box  k92.  (c) 

ATTENTION  PRISONERS 
If  you  want  us  to  print  your  ads,  plesse 
writs  very  nestly  and  plainly.  Print  or 
use  typewriter  If  possible.  Fancy,  small 
or  closely-packed  writing  Is  unreadable 
and  letters  so  written  will  be  discarded 
from  now  on. 

31,  6’1',  175.  Interests:  music,  chess, 
camping,  travel,  meeting  new  friends. 
John  H.  Whitehead  00233-018,  Box 
PMB-A-South,  Tallahassee,  FL 
32304. _ (21) 

28,  from  Columbus,  OH,  no  friends. 
Please  write.  Calvin  M.  Hubert  139-558, 
P.O.  Box  69,  London,  OH  43140.  (21) 


GBM,  22,  seeking  correspondence  for 
friendship  &  hopefully  a  sincere  rela¬ 
tionship.  Clyde  Simmons  79C-192,  Box 
367,  Dannemora,  NY  12929. _ (22) 

23,  Mexican  American,  can  read,  write 
both  langs.  H  S  ed,  but  well  read.  Int  in 
almost  any  subj.  Will  ans  all.  Reynaldo 
Ramirez  89178,  CBB,  Angola,  LA  70712. 
_ _ _ (22) 

26, 5 '11 ”,  165,  brn  h,  hazel  e,  like  to  play 
pool  &  most  sports.  Gary  M.  Ramsey 
B-039887,  P.O.  Bxo  158,  Lowell,  FL 
32663.  (22) 

23,  lonely  GWM  seeks  GWM  any  age  for 
friendship,  correspondence,  meaning¬ 
ful  relationship.  Glendon  Priest 
76-B-1179,  Box  367,  Dannemora,  NY 
12929 _ _ _ (22) 

White  male  would  like  to  hear  from 
beautiful  people.  All  letters  will  be 
answered.  Danny  Lee  Goforth  032929, 
P.O.  Box  221,  SWV  65-117,  Raiford,  FL 
32083.  (22) 

36,  lesbian  (bi  really)  6 '2',  slender, 
black  h,  bl  e,  will  be  released  3/80,  have 
college  degree  in  law  and  bus  admin. 
Owned  3  companies  on  street.  Plan  to 
start  business  upon  release,  would  like 
to  correspond  w/lesbians.  Clovia  Green 
27914,  Box  7,  Moberly,  MO. _ (22) 

WM,  29,  6 '1  ”,  196,  bind  h,  bl  e,  gdlkng, 
smooth,  very  versatile  &  exp.  Charles  R. 
Alexander  23-2213,  P.O.  Box  747, 
Starke,  FL  32091. _ (22) 

WM,  20,  It  brn  h,  hazel  e,  145,  lonely  & 
sincere,  will  ans  all.  James  Leggett 
024164,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091. 
_ (22) 

James  White,  24,  lonely  man  likes  men 
and  women  to  write.  #77A-2611. 
Michael  Murray,  26,  likes  older  men 
white  or  black.  #78C-462.  GBM,  30, 
6'1”,  want  W  or  B  correspondent.  Age 
not  imp.  Wm  Boatwright  78-A-3364.  All 
from  Box  367  Merle  Cooper,  Danne- 
mora,  NY  12929. _ (22) 

GWM  20s,  desperately  needs  help 
support  of  other  gays.  Soon  to  be 
released,  90  days  left.  Need  place  to 
live,  job.  I  have  no  one.  Pis  help.  David 
Palmer  08619-074,  P.O.  Box  4000, 
Springfield,  MO  65802. _ (20) 

GWM,  28,  6',  grn  e,  It  brn  h,  practicing 
attorney-in-fact.  Lonely,  desire  corres¬ 
pondence  w/anyone  regardless  race, 
etc.  Need  someone  who  cares.  Randy 
Sullen  138875,  MCTC,  Rt  3,  Box  3333, 
Hagerstown,  MD  21740. _ (20) 

GM,  21, 5'7”,  145,  brn  h  &  e,  need  some¬ 
one  to  write.  Robt  Finch  143432,  P.O. 
Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699.  (20) 

29,  5 '7”,  156,  like  sex,  if  you  tike  to  go 
down.  Looking  for  real  friend.  John 
Scaife  069460,  Box  128,  MCI,  Lowell, 
FL _ (19) 


Classifieds 


Lonely  gay,  seeks  gay  correspondence. 
Mark  A.  Robinson  037250,  P.O.  Box  500, 
Olustee,  FL  32072. _ (21) 

25,  Black,  200,  nice  personality.  Need 
correspondence.  Paul  Jenkins  051541, 
P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091.  (21) 

WM,  20,  6',  175,  br  h  &  e,  wishes  to  cor¬ 
respond  w/gays.  Pis  enclose  stamp. 
Lawrence  McCormack  48866,  L-253, 
P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091.  (19) 

GBM,  22,  5'9”,  want  W  or  B  correspon¬ 
dent.  Age  not  imp.  James  White,  Box 
367,  Main  St.,  Dannemora,  NY  12929. 
_ (19) 

Virile,  discreet,  sensuous,  emotionally 
generous,  harmonious,  intelligent, 
warm,  passionate  &  perpetually  lonely 
male  seeks  a  meaningful  relationship 
—  gets  out  soon  —  your  move.  Law¬ 
rence  Brown,  052734,  P.O.  Box  747, 
Starke,  FL  32091. _ (19) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

MAINE  GAY  CHRISTIANS! 

The  Orthodox-Catholic  Church  is  the 
history  of  the  gay  Christian  movement, 
but  you  are  its  future.  A  new  American 
Catholic  Mission  in  ME  solicits  your  in¬ 
terest.  For  info  contact  Doug  Wright 
(202)  563-5856  nites  5-7  p.m.  or  Box  283, 
R.F.D.,  Damariscotta,  ME  04543.  (25) 

BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  EXODUS 
MASS,  a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned 
Catholics,  every  Sunday  at  Arlington 
Street  Church  (Boston),  right  side  en¬ 
trance  on  Arlington  St,  at  5:30pm.  For 
info  contact  Dignity/Boston,  355  Boyl- 
ston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114.  Tel. 
536-6518.  _ 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Av,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs  8pm.  35  plus  rap 
2nd  W  &  4th  Fri,  8pm.  Bi-monthly  mag¬ 
azine  FOCUS  $8.00.  Monthly  social  & 
fund-raising  event.  Info  &  office  hrs 
661-3633.  All  women  invited  to  partici¬ 
pate _ (23) 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  332- 
4440,  889-1416,  224-3785,  399-4927, 
224-8517.  A  statewide  lesbian  organiza¬ 
tion,  meeting  the  third  Saturday  of 
every  month.  Support,  education  and 
.political  action,  since  1976. 

GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
When  you’re  In  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
for  the  latest  information  on  gay  and 
lesbian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to, 
where  to  stay,  what  group  id  contact, 
and  which  businesses  to  patronize.  Call 
us  to  rap  or  just  to  say  hello.  (212) 
777-1800,  from  3pm  until  midnight.  (20) 


Reston  Gay  Rap  Group  meets  twice  a 
month,  1st  Friday,  3rd  Tuesday  each 
month.  Get  it  all  together!  Browns 
Chapel,  Rte.  606,  Reston,  VA  22090. 

BOSTON  AREA 

NEW  AMERICAN  MOVEMENT 
NAM  is  a  national  Socialist-feminist  org 
w/local  chapters  in  more  than  40  cities. 
Recently  active  in  abortion  &  reproduc¬ 
tive  rts,  gay/lesbian  March  on  Wash., 
anti-nukes,  local  labor  struggles.  Info 
from  Boston-Area  NAM,  POB  443, 
Somerville,  MA  02144  or  (617)  661-8372. 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Boston,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00 
.p.m.  (hymn  sing  6:45),  131  Cambridge 
St.,  Boston  (Old  West  Church).  Edward 
T.  Hougen,  pastor.  Office  523-7664.  All 
persons  are  welcome. _ 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 
CHURCH  OF  WORCESTER 
Church  service  at  2  Wellington  St.,  7pm 
Sundays.  Potluck  Supper  and  Com- 
munlon  every  Weds,  at  7pm.  753-8360. 

AFFIRMATION 

For  United  Methodist  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Male  Concerns— New  England  Chap¬ 
ter.  For  more  Information  and/or 
support  reply  to  GCN  Box  985. 

IDENTITY  HOUSE 

Lesbian,  gay,  bi,  peer  counseling  and 
groups.  Rap  groups:  2:30-5pm  Sat.  for 
women,  and  Sun.  for  men.  Free  walk-in 
counselling.  Sun.-Tues.  6-10pm.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  544  Ave.  of  Americas, 
NYC.  212-243-8181. 

In  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  Alli¬ 
ance/Morris  County  meets  every  Mon¬ 
day  at  8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of 
Untarian  Fellowship,  Normandy 
Heights  Rd„  Morristown,  NJ.  Info:  (201) 
691-0388. 

SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense 
Fund,  2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle, 
WA  98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership 
$5.00.  

HOMOPHILES  OF  WILLIAMSPORT 
Gay  support  group  for  men  and  women. 
Monthly  rap  sessions,  business  meet¬ 
ings,  socials,  etc.  Write  to  HOW,  Box 
1072,  Williamsport,  PA,  17701. _ (22) 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  in  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  infor¬ 
mation  clearing-house,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
statements,  more!  Help  support  our 
work— join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  Income)  includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011. 


PUBLICATIONS 


Periodicals  by  Mail  is  a  project  de¬ 
signed  to  give  wider  accessibility  to 
worthwhile  periodicals  not  distributed 
through  many  newsstands.  For  a  free 
list  of  over  70  alternative  periodicals 
which  can  be  ordered  by  mail,  send 
your  name,  address,  and  a  15«  stamp  to: 
Periodicals  by  Mail,  a  periodical  retreat, 
336’/2  S.  State  St.,  Ann  Arbor,  Ml  48104. 

(1/mo) 

HOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY? 

Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  American  Library  Association. 
"Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries”  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  In  a  general  way,  and  tells 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  if  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kept  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  do¬ 
nate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF,  P.O.  Box  2383, 
Phila.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)  382-3222. _ (c) 

FOCUS 

Focus:  a  bi-monthly  journal  for 
lesbians,  $8.00  per  year,  $1.35  per  indi¬ 
vidual  copy.  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02138.  Publishes  fiction, 
poetry,  reviews,  essays  ,  graphics. 
Editorial  meetings  first  Monday  of 
every  other  month  (Apr,  June,  etc.)  at 
8pm.  Call  259-0063  for  info.  We  need 
writers  and  production  people.  A  good 
place  to  learn  how  to  put  a  magazine 
together. , 

Before  you  stop  trying  to  find  a  lover  try 
us.  Advice,  Fantasies,  Personals. 
Twelve  issues  $10,  sample  $1.  You're 
Not  Alone,  P.O.  Drawer  8398CH, 
Atlanta,  GA  30306 _ (c) 

Guardian,  Independent  radical  news¬ 
weekly,  covers  black,  women’s,  gay 
struggles  and  liberation  movements 
around  the  world.  Special  offer:  sfx 
weeks  for  $1.  Guardian,  Dept.  GCN,  33 
W,  17  St.,  NYC,  NY  10011. _ (c) 

GAY  SCENE  —  The  Picture  Homophlle 
Monthly  in  8th  Year  of  Publication. 
News  From  Everywhere;  Movement 
News;  King's  Reviews  (Stage,  Screen, 
Book  &  T.V.);  D.D.'s  Best  Bets;  Lesbian 
Life;  Articles;  Nude  Plaything  of  the 
Month;  Religious  News;  Personals;  and 
More.  Send  $1  for  sample  copy,  $e.oo 
for  12  issues  (in  plain  envelope)  to 
REGIMENT,  Box  247,  Grand  Central 
Sta.,  NYC  10017, 


New  England  Bar  Guide 


MASSACHUSETTS 


BROCKTON 


RANDOLPH 


CONNECTICUT 


NEWPORT 


BOSTON 


THE  BAR 

252  Boylston  St.  247-9308 
Disco  dancing,  mostly  men. 

BOSTON  EAGLE 

88  Queensberry  St.  247-9586 

Leather.  Men.  Thurs.  Club  Nite,  Sunday 

Brunch  3PM.  Movies  Mon.  &  Tues.  8PM 

BUDDIES 

733  Boylston  St.  262-2480 
Cruise-Disco. 

CHAPS 

27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 
Men. 

DARTS 

271  Dartmouth  St.  536-8200 
Dancing.  Mostly  men. 

DELIVERY  ENTRANCE 
At  The  House  Restaurant 
12  Wilton  St.,  Allston  783-5701 
Men  &  Women.  “It’s  Different” 
HARRY’S  PLACE 
45  Essex  St. 

Dancing.  Men. 

HERBIE’S  RAMROD  ROOM 
1254  Boylston  St.  266-2986 
Leather.  Men. 

Sunday  Brunch  7PM  Thurs. 

JACQUES 

79  Broadway  338-7502 
Mixed.  Dancing. 

NAPOLEON  CLUB 
52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 
Dancing  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Men. 
PLAYLAND 
21  Essex  St. 

Men  (some  Women) 

119  MERRIMAC 

119  Merrimac  St.  523-8960 

Dancing.  Men. 

Tues. -Thurs.  Buffet  9-1 1PM 

SAINTS 

(Call  354-8807)  Women 
SOMEWHERE 
295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 
Disco  Dancing,  Mixed. 

Sunday  Brunch  12-2PM 
SPORTER’S  CAFE 
228  Cambridge  St. 

Men.  Movies  Mon.,  5PM 
Sunday  Brunch  3  PM 
TOGETHER 
1 10  Boylston  St. 

Disco  Dancing.  Mixed. 

1270 

1270  Boylston  St.  261-1257 
Disco  Dancing.  Mixed  (mostly  Men) 


ENRICO’S  LOUNGE 
20  Legion  Pkwy 
(617)  588-9716 
BOB’S  PLACE 
44  Centre  St. 

(617)  588-9976 

CAMBRIDGE 


RANDOLPH  COUNTRY  CLUB 
(617)  963-9809 


HARTFORD 


SPRINGFIELD 


PARADISE 

180  Massachusetts  Ave.  864-4130 
Talking,  mostly  Men 


THE  FRONTIER 
19  Pearl  St. 

La  Femme  (women’s  room) 
THE  PUB 
382  Dwight  St. 


TYNGSBORO 


NICK’S  CAFE  HOUSE 
1943  Broad  St.  (203)  522-1933 
THE  WAREHOUSE  CAFE 
61  Woodbine  St. 

CHEZ-EST 

238  Columbus  Blvd. 

EVERGREEN 

39  Webster  St.  527-9895 

(women) 


THE  VENETIAN  ROOM 
5  Farwell  St.  (401)  847-1748 
DAVID’S 

28  Prospect  Hill  (401)  847-9698 

PROVIDENCE 


FALL  RIVER 


THE  SWORD  AND  SHIELD 
735  Pleasant  675-1949 


LOWELL 


DiROCCO’S  CABARET 
Frost  Rd.  (Rte.  3A) 

(617)  649-9186 

WORCESTER 


NEW  HAVEN 


COSMOPOLITAN  CAFE 
511  Market  St. 

LYNN 


FRAN’S  PLACE 
776  Washington  St. 
(617)  595-8961 
MR.  DOMINIC’S 
34-36  Central  Ave. 
(617)  595-9051 

NEW  BEDFORD 


PLAYERS 

145  N.  Front  St. 

(617)993-9436 

THE  MEETING  PLACE 

1447  Acushnet  Ave. 

•(617)  994-7674 

NORTHAMPTON 


ISAIAH’S 
1 1  Thomas  St. 

THE  MAIL  BOX 

282  Main  St.  (413)  752-8992 

Disco,  Mixed. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

MANCHESTER 

TUDOR  CAFE 

361  Pine  St.  (603)  623-9310 


PABTNFR’S 

365  Crown  St.  (203)  624-5510 
(separate  women’s  room) 
RICARDO’S  COPA 
130  Crown  St.  (203)  776-6404 

THE  PUB  CAFE 
168  York  (203)  787-1809 

PARKWAY 

1574  Chapel  St.  (203)  798-9655 


NEW  LONDON 


FRANK’S  PLACE 
9  Tilley  St. 

(203)  443-8883 
SALTY  DOG 
Pequot  Ave. 

NEW  MILFORD 


CAM’S 
Richmond  St. 

DEJA  VU 
Eddy  St. 

FIFE  AND  DRUM 
123  Weybosset 
THE  GALLERY 
194  Richmond  St. 

MIRABAR 
109  Eddy  St. 

LA  BOHEME 

83  Dorrance  St.  (401)  621-8681 

SMITHFIELD 

THE  LOFT 

Farnum  Pike  (401)  231-1180 
WOONSOCKET 

THE  HIGH  ST.  CAFE 
281  High  St.  (401)  762-9740 


MAINE 


NORTH  CONWAY 


CAFE  MUSE  &  CAPTAIN  QUIG’S  BAR 
Main  St.  (603)  356-2313 


PORTSMOUTH 


THE  ANSWER  CAFE 
235  Danbury  Rd.  Rte.  7 
(203)  354-7901 

WATERBURY 


AUGUSTA 


THE  GAYLA 
Main  St. 

PROVINCETOWN 


SEA  PORT  CLUB 

Rt.  1  Bypass  (603)  436-9451 


THE  CLUB  CAFE 
384  W.  Main  St. 
(203)  755-7236 

WESTPORT 


THE  ATLANTIC  HOUSE 
Masonic  Place 
(617)  487-3821 

THE  CROWN  AND  ANCHOR 
247  Commercial  St. 

THE  TOWN  HOUSE 
291  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-0292 
MS.  247 

247  Commercial  St. 

(Women) 

THE  PIED  PIPER 
193 A  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-1527 
(Women) 

POST  OFFICE  CABARET 
303  Commercial  St. 

(617)  487-0098  


VERMONT 


BELLOWS  FALLS 


ANDREW’S  INN 
(802)  436-3966 

BRATTLEBORO 


THE  BROOK 
919  Boston  Post  Rd.  East 
(203)  226-6204 
VINCENT’S  DISCO 
925  State  St.  East 
(203)  227-9888 


THE  EAST  SIDE 
,N.  Belfast  Ave.  (Rte.  7) 
(207)  622-4393 

LEWISTON 

BLUE  SWAN 
Canal  St. 

OGUNQUIT 


FLAT  ST.  DISCO 
(Gay  crowd  on  Wed.) 

BURLINGTON 


ANABEL’S 

Rte.  1  (at  Maine  St.) 

(207)  646-8453 

ORONO 

LUNA  BASE  ONE 
Rte.  2  (disco;  mixed) 

PORTLAND 


RHODE  ISLAND 


CENTRAL  FALLS 


CHARLY  B.  GOODE 
15  Centre  St. 


MARTY’S 

176  Railroad  St.  (401)  728-5460 


PHOENIX 

83  Oak  St.  (207)  773-5695 
ONE  WAY 

10  Union  Street  772-9401 
ROLAND’S  TAVERN 
413A  Cumberland  Ave. 
(207)  772-9159 


Calendar 


weekly  events 


mondays 


Sundays 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk 
Dancing.  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard 
Yard.  Alternate  Sundays  (almost).  See  current 
listings  below  for  details. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents 
Project  monthly  potluck  brunch  for  lesbian 
mothers,  gay  fathers,  their  children  and 
friends.  Third  Sunday  of  each  month.  Noon  to 
3pm,  Children's  Village  Day  Care  Center,  55 
Wheeler  St.  Call  492-2655  for  info. 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Light  Support  Group  for 
high  school  and  college  age  women  who  are, 
or  are  considering  being,  lesbians.  Arlington 
St.  Church,  355  Boylston.  7-9pm.  Join  us  for 
raps,  projects  and  outings. 

Quincy,  MA  —  Gay  AlAnon  meets  at  8:30pm. 
Gay  men  and  women.  Call  773-2025  after  6pm 
for  info. 


New  York,  NY  —  Alcoholics  Anonymous  for 
Gay  Men  and  Women.  Gracie  Square  Hosp. 
420  E  76th  St.  473-6200.  7:30  and  8:30pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights.  Meetings  on  alternate  Tuesdays. 
156  5th  Ave  Room  505.  924-2970. 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Swimming  at  Lindemann 
Center  (Staniford  St./Gov't  Ctr.).  Men  and 
women.  2-4pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Roller  skating.  Hatch 
Shell,  Esplanade.  Men  and  women.  Call 
282-9161  for  info. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Men's  Basketball. 
Lindemann  Center  (Gov't  Ctr.).  Beginners 
3-4:30pm;  experienced  4:30-6pm,  Info. 
227-6167. 


Boston,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS,  AM  740). 
Join  Joe  Martin  and  guests  for  fascinating 
raps,  music  etc.  10am. 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AlAnon  meets  at  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and 
women.  1pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and 
women.  2:30pm. 

Newburyport,  MA  —  Newspace  Women's  Cof 
feehouse  5;11pm  YWCA,  13  Market  St. 

New  York,  ,vy— •  Leobisn.  Feminist  Liberation. 
Women  s  discussion.  Women’s  Center,  243 
W.  20th  St.  691-5460.  3pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Men's  rap.  For  gay  and  bisex¬ 
ual  men.  Identity  House,  544  6th  Ave. 
243-8181.  2:30pm. 


Brattleboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Gay 
Men  meet  every  4th  Monday  at  the  Common 
Ground,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

New  Brunswick,  NJ  —  Gaybreak,’  from  Rut¬ 
gers  U.  (WRSU-FM,  88.7).  6:30pm.  News, 
music,  interviews,  poetry. 

Morristown,  NJ  —  Gay  Activist  Alliance  in 
Morris  County  (GAAMC).  Meetings,  discus¬ 
sions,  socials.  Morristown  Unitarian,  Nor¬ 
mandy  Heights  Rd.  762-6217.  (NJ  Gay  Switch¬ 
board:  (609)921-2565. 

New  York,  NY  —  St.  Mark's  Clinic.  General 
health  care  for  gay  men  including  VD  ser¬ 
vices.  44  St.  Mark's  PI.  533-9500.  6-10pm.  Call 
after  5:30pm  for  appt. 

New  York,  NY  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation. 
Meeting.  Women's  Center,  243  W  20th  St. 
691-5460.  7:30pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Comite  Homosexual  Latino- 
americano.  Meeting  for  men  and  women.  8pm. 
339  Lafayette  St  677-0237. 

New  York,  NY  —  NY  Gay  Community 
Marching  Band.  Rehearsal.  7-10pm  at 
Medusa's  Revenge,  10  Bleecker  St.  Info:  741- 
5800.  Musicians,  twirlers,  etc.  No  auditions. 


White  Plains,  NY  —  Westchester  Gay  Men's 
Assoc.  Weekly  rap  session  and  social.  8-1  pm. 
255  Grove  St.  Call  WGMA  Gay  Hotline  any 
evening  8-1 1pm:  (914)  428-4922. 

Philadelphia,  PA  —  Gay  and  Bi  Married  Men  s 
Group.  Gay  Community  Center,  326  Kater  St. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  child 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Womei 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberate 
7:30-8pm  munchies;  8-10pm  discussion.  C; 
bridge  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant 
354-8807. 


Somerville,  MA  —  Lesbian  support  group  i 
younger  women  In  Somerville.  7:30pm  at  t 
Somerville  Women's  Center,  38  Union  Squr 
(second  floor  over  laundromat).  For  info  c 

623-9340. 


8pm. 


Wednesdays 


New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Activists  Alliance  rei 
lar  meeting  at  339  Lafayette  St.  (i 
Houston).  8:30pm.  All  are  welcome! 


Boston,  MA  —  OUT  HEREI  Evening  rap  group 
organized  by  and  for  lesbian  and  gay  youth 
14-21  years  old.  Arlington  St.  Church,  355 
Boylston,  7-9pm.  Join  us  to  meet  and  talk 
about  our  lives. 


New  York,  NY  —  Salsa  Soul  Sisters  (Tl 
world  gay  women).  Washington  Squ: 
Methodist  Church,  133  W  4th  St.  Luver 
982-6280.  7:30pm. 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Volleyball.  Lindemann 
Center  (Staniford  St./Gov’t  Ctr.)  Men  and 
women.  8-10pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Open  meetings  to  organize 
a  women’s  political  party.  Cambridge 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7pm.  All 
women  invited.  For  info  call  876-0704. 
Bellows  Falls,  VT  —  The  Coffee  House 
Southern  Vermont  Lesbian's/Gay  Men's  Coali¬ 
tion.  7-1 1pm  at  the  Andrews  Inn,  on  the 
Square.  Refreshments,  music,  poetry.  For  info 
call  Kevin  387-GAYS. 


fridays 


Boston,  MA  —  Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Urom 
field  (near  Park  St.  subway  stop),  2nd  flo 
anytime  after  5  for  as  long  or  as  short  as  ) 
like  (until  about  1 1  pm)  to  help  send  the  | 
out  to  subscribers.  (There  are  LOTS  ol  I 
and  we  do  need  help!)  Refreshments 
good  times.  Men  and  women  welcon 
426-4469. 


New  York,  NY  —  NYC  Gaymen’s  chorus  re¬ 
hearsal.  7:30pm.  Church  of  the  Beloved  Dis¬ 
ciple,  348  W.  14th  St.  691-3414.  All  men 
welcome. 


New  York,  NY  —  Chelsea  Gay  Association. 
Meets  last  Wednesday  of  the  month.  Coffee¬ 
house.  Call  691-0057  for  info. 


New  Brunswick,  NJ  —  Rutgers  Gay  Alliance 
meets  at  the  Student  Center,  Room  413.  Free 
and  open  to  non-students.  8pm.  Speakers  and 
social  hour.  For  Info  call  (201)  932-7886. 


tuesdays 


New  York,  NY  —  Rainbow  Society.  Deaf  gay 
meeting.  Manhattan  Community  Center,  75 
Morton  St.  2nd  Sunday  of  the  month.  2pm 
755-1426 


New  York,  NY  —  Dyke  Anarchists  meet.  339 
Lafayette  St,  7pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  People  in  Health  Care. 
Meeting.  Third  Sunday.  St.  Vincent's  Hospital, 
7th  Ave  and  12th  St,  Room  207,  7:30pm.  499- 
1453.  (Mon-Fri,  6-10pm). 


Boston,  MA  —  ClearSpace  rap  groups:  Living 
as  a  lesbian  woman,  Gay  Male  experience, 
Bisexual  groups.  Women's  issues.  Second 
Tuesdays.  Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston, 
8pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis. 
Organization  for  women.  Discussion  group 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1131  Mass 
Ave.  8pm,  Call  661-3633  for  info  on  all  DOB 
activities. 


thursdays 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  proofreading  and  layout 
. >  bee 


(basically  cutting  and  pasting  with  a  little  beer 
and  pretzels  on  the  side).  No  experience 
necessary.  We’ll  teach  you  all  you  need  to 
know!  Proofreading  begins  5-lsh  and  layout 
iSt.(  “  ’  * . 


Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking'  witf 
Melanie  Berzon.  Women's  radio  program) 
Jazz,  RSB,  women’s  music,  ideas,  events 
formation.  1-4pm  on  WMBR  (88.1  FM)  Ca 
494-8810  for  input. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Men's  Swimming, 
6-7pm  over  40  only;  7-9pm  all  ages.  Lindemann 
Center  (near  Gov't  Ctr).  Info  227-6167. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Ov 
35  rap  group  at  Old  Cambridge  Baptis 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  (4th  Friday  < 
2nd  Wednesday  of  each  month). 

New  Bedford,  MA  —  Support  Group  for  ga 
women  meets  at  Women's  Center,  15  Ches 
nut  St.  7pm.  996-3341. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Frenz  and  Luvvers  potluc 
dinner  and  social  every  2nd  Friday  (Oct-May 
8pm-midnight.  Info:  P.O.  Box  814,  Boston,  MA 
02123. 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Way  radio  program. 
(WBUR,  90.9FM)  Join  co-hosts  Ann  Maguire 
and  David  Socia  and  their  guests.  8:30pm. 


6-ish.  22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St  and  Wash¬ 
ington  St  subway  stops),  2nd  floor.  426-4469. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis  Org¬ 
anization  for  women.  Discussions  and  social 
hour.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  Call  661-3633  for  info  on  all 
DOB  activities. 


Saturdays 


Boston,  MA  —  Out  Here!  for  lesbians  ana 
youth  14-21  meets  from  noon  to  5pm  at 
Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston.  Join 
for  outings,  raps  and  projects. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Youth  rap  group.  26 
Ave.  1pm.  242-1212. 


coming  events 

dec  16  sun 


d'oeuvres. 

745-6966. 


$2  donation.  For  info  call  NSGA 


20  thurs 


19  wed 


Boston,  MA  —  "Will  Your  Holiday  Be  Gay7” 
Discussion.  Boston  Unitatian-Universallst 
Gays  and  Lesbians.  Arlington  St.  Church  355 
Boylston,  7  pm. 

Boston, 


Cambridge,  MA  —  D  O  B  meeting  of  Focus 
magazine  workers.  All  women  interested  in 
helping  out  are  welcome.  1151  Mass  Ave. 
6:30pm. 


_  .  MA .—  Christmas  buffet.  Benefit  for 
the  David  Brill  Memorial  Fund.  Regency  Club, 
1 1  Otis  St.  Men  and  women  welcome.  2pm  un¬ 
til???  $5  donation. 


Tyngsboro,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 
Night  at  DiRocco's.  Call  745-6966  for  info. 


Boston,  MA  —  Come  help  get  the  paper  out  to 
subscribers.  All  hands  needed  in  this  holiday 
season.  GCN  office,  22  Bromfield  (near  Park 
St.  stop).  Come  anytime  after  5  and  stay  as 
late  as  you  like.  Refreshments  and  good 
times.  Men  and  women  welcome.  For  more 
info  about  any  GCN  volunteer  work  call 
426-4469. 


27  thurs 


New  York,  NY  —  West  Side  Discussion 
Group.  A  holiday  party  for  gay  men  and 

■  ...  •-  -  -,*a 


women.  Entertainment,  drinks/  and  food 
8:30pm.  $2  donation. 

Baltimore,  MD  —  Coalition  of  Black 
Women  and  Men  Benefit  at  the  Royal  Pi 
Villa  Room.  2210  Harford  Rd.  $3.50. 


f°r  the  David  Brill 
Memorial  Fund  at  The  Bar,  252  Boylston.  8pm 
to  closing.  $2  at  the  door. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents 
Project  monthly  potluck  brunch  for  lesbian 
mothers,  gay  fathers  their  children  and 
friends.  (Third  Sunday  of  each  month).  Noon 
to  3pm.  Children's  Village  Day  Care  Center,  55 
Wheeler  St.  For  info:  492-2655. 


20  thurs 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  proofreading  and  layout 


ayo 

(basically  cutting  and  pasting  with  a  little  beer 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdano 
Ing.  Phillips  Brooks  House  in  Harvard  Yard. 
12:30*3:30pm.  Newcomers  are  very  welcome! 


16  tues 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  membership  meeting  and 
COLLECTIVE  PHOTO!  Come  as  you  are!  22 
Bromfield  St.  6:30pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Integrity  Mass  celebrated  by 
the  Rev.  Morris  Arnold,  Suffragan  Bishop  of 
Mass.  Reception  follows.  All  welcome.  Em¬ 
manuel  Church,  15  Newbury  St.  Info:  262-3057. 


Marb, ahead,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 
cnristmas  holiday  reception  and  cocktail  par? 
ty.  8pm  to  midnight  at  Rosalie's  Restaurant 
18  Sewall  St.  Cash  bar,  music  and  hors 


and  crackers  on  the  side).  No  experience 
necessary.  We'll  teach  you  all  you  need  to 
know!  Proofreading  begins  5-lsh  and  layout 
6-lsh.  22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St.  subway 
stop).  2nd  floor.  For  more  Info  about  all  GCN 
volunteer  work  call  426-4469. 

Boston,  MA  —  Meeting  to  organize  against 
the  Boston  area  opening  of  Freidkin's  movie 
Cruising.  Bring  ideas.  7:30pm.  Giad  Day  Book¬ 
shop,  22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St.  subway 
stop),  2nd  floor. 

New  York,  NY  —  Committee  of  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Male  Socialists  meeting,  at  the  New  York 
March  on  Washington  office,  29  W.  21st  St., 
■2nd  floor.  All  are  welcome.  For  info  call 
988-3012. 

New  York,  NY  —  West  Side  Discussion  Group 
holiday  special  with  leaders  from  Christian 
and  Jewish  communities.  Unisex.  26  9th  Ave 
at  14th  St.  8:30pm.  $2  donation. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Women’s  Alternative.  A 
winter  solstice  celebration  with  Margot  Adler, 
radio  talk  show  host  and  writer.  Universalis! | 
Church,  Central  Park  West  at  76th  St.  8pm.  All 
women  are  welcome.  Contribution  $3. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Art  Batik  and  textile  paint¬ 
ings  by  Jazmine.  Exhibit  at  the  Cambridge 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  (From  now  until 
Jan.  14).  Call  354-8807  for  more  info. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  AmTikva  Hanukkah  Party. 
312  Memorial  Drive  (at  Mass.  Ave.).  GAMIT. 
Walker  Memorial.  8pm. 


29  sat 


Concord,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mountain  Club,  i 
ing  party.  Call  Ted  at  259-0951  for  more  I 


00  sun 


22  sat 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk 
Dancing.  Phillips  Brooks  House,  northwest 
corner  of  Harvard  Yard.  2:30-5:30pm.  Potluck 
supper  follows.  Newcomers  are  very  wel¬ 
come.  For  more  info  call  Judy  (661-1436)  or 
Dee  (661-7223), 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Ga' 
Dancing.  Phillips  Brooks  House  in 
Yard.  12:30-3:30pm. 


jon  2  wed 


20  sun 


New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Teachers  Associ 

membership  meeting.  UFT  speaker  on 
the  union  is  supporting  the  employi 
rights  of  gay  teachers.  16  W.  16th  St. 
south.  7pm.  Call  255-5969  for  more  info. 


Apt. 


Boston,  MA  —  “Share  a  Christmas  Celebra¬ 
tion."  Boston  Unitarian  Universallst  Gays  and 
Lesbians.  Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston. 
_7pm. 

Concord,  MA  —  Christmas  party  of  gay  men 
and  women  living  in  Acton,  Concord.  Carlisle 
and  Lincoln.  Come  and  meet  your  neighbors. 
Call  369-2849  for  details.  1:30pm 


0  thurs 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  proofreading  and  la 
(basically  cutting  and  pasting  with  a  little  t 
and  crackers  on  the  side),  22 Bromfield  St.  f 
so  until  about  11. 


26  wed 


4  fri 


Fitchburg,  MA  —  Montachusett  Gay  Alliance 
month  end  meeting  at  the  LUK  Center.  99  Day 
St.  8pm.  Come  and  bring  a  friend 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  needs  volunteers  to  I 
send  the  paper  out  to  subscribers  on  f 
nights  (from  about  5  or  so  on).  Men 
women  welcome.  Refreshments  and 
times.  22  Bromfield  St.  (2nd  floor). 


The  deodline  for  Coiendor  Items  is  Tuesdoy  at  noon  for  the  following  Issue 


i 


